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INTER-ASIAN  AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 

NEW  ASEAN  SECRETARY  GENERAL — Roderick  Yong,  a  high-ranking  official  from  the 
Bruneian  Education  Ministry,  was  Installed  as  the  new  ASEAN  secretary  general 
at  a  ceremony  at  the  ASEAN  Secretariat  Office  in  Jakarta  on  15  July,  re¬ 
placing  Phaen  Wannamethi  from  Thailand.  The  post  of  ASEAN  secretary  general 
is  for  3  years.  [Summary]  [Jakarta  KOMPAS  in  Indonesian  16  Jul  86  p  12  BK] 
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BRUNEI 


BRIEFS 


PRESS  URGED  TO  ACT  RESPONSIBLY— The  Western  concept  of  press  freeHnn, 
W«ptable  and  Inappropriate"  under  Brunel'a  naUoLl  pSlosoph;!  Henlor 
cial  said  this  week.  Haji  Chuchu  bln  Dato  Paduka  Haji  Abdullah’ 

Pemanent  Secretary  (Administration)  at  the  Education  and  Health  Ministry 
was  speaking  to  visiting  ASEAN  journalists  in  Bandar  Seri  BegawL  wf  said 

press  freedom  had  to  be  tempered  with  responsibility  and  accountabilltv  for 
Brunei  to  achieve  its  Malay  Islamic  Monarchy  philosophy  peacefully  "Lfris 
to  say,  we  expect  the  press  in  this  country  to  operate  wLwf  the  framlwo^ 
of  our  national  philosophy,"  Haji  Chuchu  said.  "Without  responsLilltranJ 

^hr^ate^LV^^  whole  system  of  government  and  natLnal  securltJ  cLld  be 
rh  u  1^^  irresponsible  and  inaccurate  reports  in  the  news  media  "  Ha^^ 
""rmou^r  1  """  difficult"  task  that  ASEM  journaMst;  facS 

aspiration,  and  8o“ra:d“::uf  “ 

la  no  reason  why  yo^  cannot  practlsrrasplamelreeW  orSe'^prSf  L'"®” 
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INDONESIA 


MURDANI  CITES  POSSIBLE  JOINT  MAINTENANCE  FOR  F-16 
Jakarta  ANTARA  NEWS  BULLETIN  in  English  19  Jun  86  p  A7 

[Text]  Jakarta,  18  Jun  (ANTARA) — Indonesia  is  exploring  the  possibility  of 
jointly  maintaining  the  US-manufactured  F-16  fighters  with  Singapore  and 
Thailand  to  press  down  maintenance  cost,  the  Armed  Forces  Commander  General 
L.  B.  Moerdani  announced  here  Thursday. 

He  was  speaking  to  reporters  after  the  installation  of  three-star  army  gen¬ 
eral  Try  Sutrisno  and  three-star  police  general  Mohanmad  Sanusi  as  army 
chief  of  staff  and  chief  of  police  respectively  at  Istana  Negara  (presidential 
palace) . 

If  Singapore  are  not  ready,  Indonesia  will  go  ahead  with  the  plan  by  her  own, 
he  added,  [as  published] 

"Officially,  I  have  not  discussed  the  joint  maintenance  scheme  with  Singapore 
and  Thailand. 

"But  unofficially,  we  had  brought  the  matter  in  our  talks  some  time  ago", 
Moerdani  said. 

General  Moerdani  refused  to  reveal  where  the  site  of  the  joint-maintenance 
^jorkshop  will  be  located,  but  he  hoped  the  site  will  be  in  Indonesia. 

He  described  the  joint-maintenance  plan  as  realization  of  ASEAN  aspirations. 

According  to  the  Armed  Forces  Commander,  Indonesia  has  placed  order  eight  F-16 
fighters  from  the  United  States  with  the  possibility  of  purchasing  another  four 
which  were  expected  to  arrive  in  Indonesia  early  1989. 

If  Indonesia,  Singapore  and  Thailand  have  each  eight  F-16  fighters  on  their 
respective  air  fleets,  at  least  24  airplanes  of  this  type  will  be  in  service 
in  Southeast  Asia  which  makes  the  joint -maintenance  most  likely. 

Joint-maintenance  is  a  common  practice  anywhere  in  the  world  as  a  means  to 
reduce  maintenance  cost,  the  four— star  general  said,  adding  that  maintenance 
of  fighters  below  40  will  be  uneconomical. 


3 


Asked  about  the  possibility  of  buying  Mirage-2000  fighters,  general 

Moerdani^ said  Indonesia  ruled  out  the  possibility  because  Indonesia  have  now 
possessed  F-16  fighters. 


"Tlie  r^son  is  very  simple,  that  is  the  majority  of  Asia  countries,  such  as 
South  Korea,  Singapore,  Thailand,  Pakistan  and  Saudi  Arabia  are  reinforcing 
their  air  forces  with  F-16  fighters",  Moerdanl  explained. 
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FRENCH  OFFICIAL  ON  INDONESIA  BUYING  F-16 

Jakarta  ANTARA  NEWS  BULLETIN  in  English  20  Jun  86  p  A6 

[Text]  Jakarta,  20  Jun  (ANTARA) — Indonesia's  decision  to  purchase  F-16  fighter 
planes  from  the  United  States  would  not  discourage  the  French  to  offer  its 
other  products,  it  was  said  here  Thursday. 

Commenting  on  the  Indonesian  plan  to  buy  eight  F-16  fighters  disclosed  by  Armed 
Forces  Commander  General  LB  Moerdani  Wednesday  Yoes  Robin  of  the  Avions  Marcel 
Dassault  Breguet  said,  France  has  never  pushed  whichever  government  is  to  buy 
its  production. 

The  French  aircraft  company  known  for  its  Mirage  2000  is  among  the  235  com¬ 
panies  to  take  part  in  the  Indonesian  Air  Show  scheduled  on  June  22  here. 

Robin  said  although  Indonesia  at  present  has  no  intention  to  purchase  the 
Mirage  2000,  his  company  is  willing  to  offer  other  types  of  aircraft  different 
from  the  US  made.  "The  main  thing  we  would  like  to  display  at  the  Indonesian 
Air  Show  is  not  military  equipment  but  a  defence  concept,"  he  told  a  press 
conference. 

Dassault  would  display  several  of  its  products  including  Mirage  2000  and 
Falcon  900. 

Robin  who  just  arrived  from  the  People's  Republic  of  China  said,  the  cooper¬ 
ation  between  Indonesia  and  France  would  not  take  place  when  Indonesia  pur¬ 
chases  Mirage  2000  or  the  participation  of  tens  of  French  companies  at  the  Air 
Show,  but  it  has  been  established  long  before. 

He  referred  among  others  to  cooperation  between  Dassault  and  the  Indonesian 
Aircraft  Company  (IPTN)  in  providing  computers  called  "Catia"  which  was  not 
only  needed  for  the  airline  industry  but  also  the  automotive  business. 

Hie  mirage  fighter  plane  weighs  ten  tonnes  with  an  optimum  capacity  for  long 
range  aid  defence  and  could  launch  an  attack  either  from  land  or  sea. 

In  addition  to  French  Air  Force  Mirage  2000  was  also  used  by  India,  Egypt, 

Peru,  Abu  Dhabi  and  Greece. 
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INDONESIA 


AlR  FORCE  HERCULES  OVERHAULED  IN  MALAYSIA 

Jakarta  ANTARA  NEWS  BULLETIN  in  English  14  Jun  86  p  A3 

[Text]  Kuala  Lumpur,  14  Jun  (ANTARA) — Indonesian  Ambassador  to  Malaysia 
Himawan  Soetanto  has  said,  in  the  framework  of  fostering  friendly  relations 
as  close  neighbours,  the  Indonesian  government  and  the  Indonesian  Armed 
Forces  in  particular  have  taken  the  initiative  to  entrust  Airod  Malaysia 
with  the  overhaul  of  Indonesian  Air  Force  Hercules  planes. 

^e  ambassador  in  his  address  at  the  delivery  of  the  first  Indonesian  Air 
Force  Hercules  of  Type  C-130  HS  plane  for  overhaul  to  Airod  Management  Board 
Chairman  Datuk  Haji  Amir  at  Subang  airport  Friday,  further  said  airplane 
technology  is  no  longer  the  monopoly  of  advanced  countries.  Indonesia  as 
well  as  Malaysia  have  now  also  the  expertise,  the  science  and  technology 
pertaining  to  the  airplane  industry,  Indonesia  is  now  capable  of  producing 
several  types  of  light  planes  and  helicopters. 

This  cooperation,  he  said,  is  a  historic  event  and  should  be  the  basis  for 
future  more  extensive  cboperation  for  mutual  benefit. 

The  delivery  of  the  Hercules  plane  ti  Airod  was  also  attended  by  several 
Ilalaysian  and  Indonesian  embassy  officials,  among  them  the  Indonesian  defence 
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CONSORTIUM  FORMED  TO  CARRY  OUT  TRADE  CONTRACTS  WITH  EAST  EUROPE 

Jakarta  ANTARA  NEWS  BULLETIN  in  English  14  Jun  86  p  A  1 

[Text]  Jakarta,  14  Jun  (ANTARA) — ^A  tra4e  delegation  of  the  Indonesian  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  Industry  (KADIN)  which  had  made  a  tour  df  East  European 
countries  and  Austria  recently  has  agreed  to  form  a  consortium  in  an  effort 
to  fulfill  the  trade  contract  with  those  Countries. 

General  Chairman  of  KADIN,  Sukamdani  Sahid  Gitosardjohd  told  a  press  con¬ 
ference  here  Friday  that  the  inception  of  the  consortium  was  aimed  at  mutual 
support  in  carrying  out  the  contracts  relating  to  price,  transportation,  in¬ 
surance  claim  and  terms  of  payment. 

He  also  said  that  the  consortium  would  also  serve  to  materialize  the  results 
of  the  visit  to  Hungary,  Bulgaria,  Yugoslavia,  Czechoslovakia,  Rumania,  Poland 
and  Austria. 

The  East  European  Committee  of  I^din  would  .act  as  coordinator  in  helping  the 
cooperation  with  the  six  East  European  countries  and  Austria,  Sukamdani  said. 

Answering  press  questions,  Sukamdani  said  that  .there  were  , no  more  obstacles  in 
direct  or  Indirect  trade  activities  With  social  countries,  "as  the  government 
gives  full  support  and  facilities  in  establishing  direct  trade  relations  with 
those  countries . " 

According  to  the  guidance  from  President  Soeharto,  a  every  exclusive  trade 
fair  held  by  Indonesia  in  East  Europe  including  East  Germany  and  Soviet  Union 
should  be  coordinated  by  KADIN,  Sukamdani  said. 
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MINISTER  SUMARLIN  DISCUSSES  REPAYMENT  OF  FOREIGN  DEBT 

Jakarta  ANTARA  NEWS  BULLETIN  in  English  20  Jun  86  p  A8 

[Text]  Jakarta,  20  Jun  (ANTARA)~The  Indonesian  government  to  date  never 
thought  of  requesting  a  delay  or  decrease  of  its  foreign  loan  reimbursement. 
Minister  of  National  Development  Plan  Prof.  Sumarlin  said. 

"This  is  thanks  to  a  government  policy  adopted  since  1971,  that  we  always 
make  endeavours  to  fulfill  our  installment  obligation",  Sumarlin  told  the 
press  after  he  together  with  Finance  Minister  Radius  Prawiro  reported  the 
results  of  the  IGGI  meeting  in  The  Hague  to  President  Soeharto  at  Cendana 
Residence,  Friday. 

The  29th  annual  meeting  of  the  IGGI,  lasted  from  June  18  to  19,  Indonesia  had 
secured  commitment  of  the  donor  countries  and  international  agencies  grouped 
in  IGGI  to  provide  an  aid  to  2.519  billion  dollar  for  1986-1987  fiscal  year. 

Answering  press  questions,  Sumarlin  explained  Indonesian  foreign  debt  at  pres¬ 
ent  amounted  to  about  27.5  billion  dollar,  excluding  the  aid  pledged  at  the 
IGGI  meeting. 

In  1986-1987  the  debt  and  interest  to  be  paid  would  amount  to  3.8  billion 
dollar,  Sumarlin  said. 


Sumarlin  has  told  ANTARA  that  the  Indonesian  debt  provided  by  IGGI  until  June 
1985  amounted  to  25.4  billion  dollar,  4.3  billion  dollar  of  which  had  been 
repaid  leaving  the  total  debt  of  21  billion  dollar. 

While  the  debt  before  the  inception  of  IGGI  totalled  2.1  billion  dollar,  878 
dollar  of  which  had  been  repaid,  [as  published] 

Answering  questions  on  debt  service  ration  (DSR) ,  Sumarlin  said,  in  regard  to 
the  loan  from  government  sector  the  Indonesian  DSR  accounted  to  28  percent. 

If  the  private  sector's  loan  was  also  included  the  DSR  would  reach  30  percent. 
/9274 
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INDONESIA 


AUSTRALIA  GRANTS  2  IRIAN  JAYANS  REFUGEE  STATUS 
Jakarta  ANTARA  NEWS  BULLETIN  in  English  19  Jun  86  p  A7 

[Text]  Canberra,  18  Jun  (ANTARA-AFP)— The  Australian  government  Wednesday 
granted  refugee  status  to  two  Irian  Jayans  but  made  it  clear  they  would  not 
be  allowed  to  stay  permanent  in  Australia. 

Immigration  and  Ethnic  Affairs  Minister  Chris  Hurford  said  no  decision  had 
been  made  on  the  status  of  another  nine  Irian  Jayans  who  also  had  sought 
refuge  in  Australia's  Torres  Strait  Islands  after  arriving  by  canoe  last 
year . 

But  he  said  in  a  statement  the  best  solution  would  be  for  these  nine  people 
to  voluntarily  return  to  their  homes  in  the  Indonesian  province. 

In  the  meantime  all  11  people  would  be  granted  temporary  permits  allowing 
them  to  stay  and  work  in  Australia  for  six  months. 

Hurford  reaffirmed  a  cabinet  decision  of  last  year  that  the  government  would 
seek  the  resettlement  in  a  third  country  of  any  Irian  Jayans  to  whom  it 
granted  refugee  status  and  would  not  allow  them  to  remain  permanently  in 
Australia. 

Observers  said  the  government  had  adopted  this  policy  to  deter  a  potential 
wave  of  Irian  Jayans  from  making  the  short  passage  across  the  Torres  Strait 
to  Australia's  northernmost  islands. 

/9274 
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FOREIGN  OIL  COMPANIES  MOVING  LOGISTICS  BASES  TO  BATAM  ISLAND 

Jakarta  ANTARA  NEWS  BULLETIN  in  English  20  Jun  86  p  A4 

{Text]  Jakarta,  19  Jun  (ANTARA)— Thirty-three  out  of  60  foreign  oil  com¬ 
panies  working  with  Pertamina  on  a  production-sharing  basis  have  expressed 
their  readiness  to  move  their  logistics  bases  from  Singapore  to  Batam  Island 
some  20  km  south  of  the  island  republic. 

Of  the  total,  20  are  ijow  already  operating,  the  rest  are  still  in  a  prepar¬ 
atory  stage,  the  Batam  Industrial  Development  Authority  (BIDA)  disclosed 
to  ANTARA  here  Thursday. 

The  removal  of  the  logistics  bases  is  in  response  to  an  appeal  aired  by  the 
state-owned  oil  company  on  September  24,  1984  obliging  all  its  contractors 
to  move  their  supply  bases  to  the  Indonesian  territory  at  the  latest  by  the 
end  of  June  1985. 

The  appeal  was  prompted  by  the  government’s  desire  to  utilize  Batam  Island 
which  has  been  developed  into  a  bonded  island,  as  a  supply  base  or  a  staging 
area  for  oil  operations  in  Indonesia. 

In  compliance  with  the  retnoval.  Imports  of  equipment  and  other  necessary  sup¬ 
plies  to  support  oil  exploration  and  exploitation  in  the  Indonesian  territory 
must  be  shipped  directly  to  Batam  or  other  last  ports  of  destination  in 
Indonesia , 
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COAL  SELF-SUFFICIENCY  EXPECTED  IN  1987 

Jakarta  ANTARA  NEWS  BULLETIN  in  English  15  Jun  86  p  A5 

[Text]  Jakarta,  14  Jun  (ANTARA) --Indonesia  will  be  able  to  meet  its  own  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  next  year,  producing  6,050,000  tonnes  per  year,  spokesman  of 
the  Ministry  of  Mines  and  Energy  Drs.  Hardjoko  Seputro  stated  here  Saturday. 

This  is  because  the  country  will  increase  its  coal  output  next  year,  par¬ 
ticularly  at  the  Ombilin  coal  mine,  Bukit  Asam  (West  Sumatra),  and  also  pri¬ 
vately  managed  mines  in  East  Kalimantan,  he  said. 

Coal  consumption  in  1987  is  projected  at  4,613,000  tonnes,  bigger  than  this 
year  which  was  projected  at  4,180,000  tonnes.  Coal  production  this  year  was 
projected  at  three  million  tonnes. 

Indonesia  has  an  estimated  coal  reserve  of  23.2  billion  tonnes.  So  far  it 
has  found  a  reserve  of  one  billion  tonnes  scattered  throughout  Sumatra, 

Sulawesi,  Kalimantan,  Java  and  Irian  Jaya. 

Indonesia,  according  to  Seputro j  will  depend  more  and  more  on  non-oil  fuel 
for  domestic  source  of  energy. 

Coal  is  one  of  the  alternatives  after  natural  oil,  and  the  government  has 
since  1980  called  on  manufacturers  to  use  coal  in  place  of  oil  fuel. 

Since  1970  the  government  has  compiled  a  plan  to  use  coal  as  a  Source  of 
energy  for  generating  electricity.  The  government  has  decided  to  build  steam 
powered  electricity  plans  using  coal  in  large  amdunts.  So  far  it  has  built 
four  steam  powered  electricity  plants,  Shralaya,  Bukit  Asam,  Paiton  and  Ombilin. 

In  1985  Indonesia  exported  1,040,000  tonnes  of  cdal,  in  the  previous  year 
874,507  tonnes.  The  coal  went  to  Aseah  countries,  Batlgla  Desh,  Japan,  South 
Korea  and  Vietnam  at  US$38  to  39  per  tonne. 
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INDONESIA 


CEMENT,  CLINKER  EXPORTS  EXCEED  TARGET 

Jakarta  ANTARA  NEWS  BULLETIN  In  English  20  Jun  86  pp  A9,  AlO 

[Text]  Jakarta,  19  Jun  (ANTARA)— The  realization  of  Indonesia's  cement  and 
clinker  exports  in  April  1986  has  exceeded  the  set  target. 

According  to  data  at  the  trade  ministry  Thursday,  the  export  of  cement  and 
clinker  reached  a  total  of  160,000  tons  in  April  1986,  exceeding  the  target 
fixed  at  140,100  tons. 

The  cement  export  was  shared  by  PT  Semen  Padang  plant  shipping  42,450  tons 

Indocement  Group— 87,100  tons  to  Bangladesh,  India,  Brunei 
and  ilaldives;  and  PT  Semen  Andalas  Indonesia — 10,150  tons  to  Sri  Lanka. 

The  clinker  export  was  made  by  PT  Indocement  Group  with  a  delivery  of  20  000 
tons  to  Singapore.  * 


In  May  1986,  the  government  is  planning  to  export  155,000  tons  of  cement  and 
However,  until  May  13,  1986,  the  shipment  has  just  reached  a  total 
o  57,594  tons  with  destinations  to  Bangladesh  and  Sri  Lanka. 


Meanv/hile,  the  realization  of  the  cement 
tic  market  in  April  1986  reached  815,668 
of  784,000  tons. 


procurement  and  supply  for  the  domes- 
tons,  compared  with  the  set  target 


The  increase  in  the  domestic  cement  procurement  was  stimulated  among  other 
t  xngs  y  the  growing  demand  for  cement  in  the  construction  areas. 

The  market  prices  of  cement  throughout  Indonesia  during  April  have  remained 
below  the  Local  Basic  Price,  except  in  Banda  Aceh  and  Surabaya  where  prices 
have  gained  a  slight  increase. 
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INDONESIA 


MINISTER  ON  PALAPA  SATELLITE  SERVICE,  SUBMARINE  CABLES 

BK181500  Jakarta  SINAR  HARAPAN  In  Indonesian  14  Jul  86  pp  1,  12 

[Text]  Jakarta,  14  July — A  neighboring  country  still  owes  Indonesia  about  4.2 
billion  rupiah  in  subscription  arrears  for  having  used  the  services  of  the 
Palapa  communication  satellite.  Minister  of  Tourism,  Posts,  and  Telecommuni¬ 
cations  Ahmad  Tahir  said  this  to  newsmen  at  the  Cendana  presidential  residence 
on  Monday  morning  [14  Jul]. 

He  also  disclosed  that  the  Indonesian  authorities  had  discontinued  Palapa 
gQl^ellite  service  for  that  country *s  television  transmissions.  Currently  that 
country  is  only  using  satellite  services  for  its  data  transmission  system~and 
it  pays  the  subscription  fees  regularly. 

As  usual,  the  minister  did  not  mention  the  name  of  the  neighboring  country, 
but  people  know  that  it  is  the  Philippines. 

Commenting  on  the  Palapa  B-2P  satellite,  Tahir  said  that  talks  on  its  launch¬ 
ing  are  now  under  way  between  NASA  and  the  Indonesian  Government.  He  said. 

*'0n  the  dates  agreed  upon,  we  will  meet  the  U.S.  authorities  for  another 
round  of  talks." 

Earlier,  the  minister  went  to  report  to  President  Suharto  on  two  major 
projects  being  Implemented  and  scheduled  for  completion  at  the  end  of  this 
year.  These  two  projects  Involve  the  installation  of  a  submarine  communica¬ 
tions  cable  aimed  at  supporting  the  existing  satellite  telecommunications  net¬ 
work.  The  first  project  is  the  installation  of  a  submarine  cable  linking 
Medan,  Singapore,  Colombo,  Djibouti,  Jidda,  Alexandria,  Tolermo  (in  Italy), 
and  southern  France.  He  said  that  this  network  will  enable  us  to  make  con¬ 
tact  with  the  Middle  East  and  Western  Europe,  This  project  is  expected  to  be 
completed  in  September  this  year  and  the  inaugural  ceremony  will  be  held  In 
both  Singapore  and  southern  France. 

With  the  completion  of  this  project,  a  submarine  cable  network  will  for  the 
first  time  pass  through  the  Indian  Ocean.  As  is  known,  there  already  exists  a 
cable  network  linking  Medan,  Singapore,  and  Jakarta. 

Tahir  also  spoke  on  the  northern  cable  network  linking  the  country  with  Hong 
Kong  and  Taiwan,  which  he  said,  will  ensure  the  country’s  links  with  the 
northern  part  of  the  region. 


13 


As  for  a  submarine  cable  network  linking  Indonesia  with  Australia.  Tahir 

said-  are  now  working  together  for  its  Installation.  He 

said.  The  installation  of  the  submarine  cable  linking  Jakarta  and  Perth  will 
e  completed  this  year,"  adding  that  this  is  good  news.  Replying  to  a  ques- 

submarine  communications  cable  system  is  safer  and 
more  dependable  than  satellites. 
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EDUCATION  MINISTER  HOLDS  TALKS  WITH  BRUNEIAN  COUNTERPART 
Jakarta  ANTARA  NEWS  BULLETIN  in  English  18  Jun  86  p  A1 

[Text]  Jakarta,  18  Jun  (ANTARA)— Minister  of  Education  and  Culture  Prof. 

Fuad  Hassan  has  discussed  the  stepping  up  of  cooperation  in  the  field  of  edu¬ 
cation  and  culture  with  his  Brunei  counterpart  Pehin  Orang  Kaya  Laila  Wijaya 
Dato  Seri  Setia  Awang  Haji  Abdul  Aziz  now  on  a  3-day  visit  here. 

After  receiving  a  courtesy  call  of  his  Brunei  counterpart  at  his  office  here 
Tuesday  Fuad  Hassan  told  the  press  that  interesting  matters  discussed  at  the 
meeting  included  "how  the  two  friendly  countries  develop  their  respective  edu¬ 
cational  systems. 

Fuad  Hassan  said  that  just  like  Indonesia,  the  Brunei  Darussalam  much  thought 
was  also  devoted  to  the  educational  curriculum.  In  Brunei  Darussalam  there 
was  a  special  agency  dealing  with  the  development  of  curriculum  which  was 
often  evaluated  and  revised  without  triggering  off  an  upheaval. 

The  exchange  of  view  with  his  Brunei  counterpart  had  reached  a  common  ground 
that  it  was  difficult  to  design  a  long  term  curriculum,  as  factors  relating 
to  the  educational  field  like  development  of  technology  were  moving  fastly. 

The  ministers  had  also  discussed  exchange  of  words  on  literature  and  others 
considering  the  two  neighbouring  countries  which  were  from  the  same  root  and 
have  the  same  language. 

Minister  of  Education  and  Health  Pehin  Orang  Kaya  Laila  Wijaya  Dato  Seri 
Setia  Awang  Haji  Abdul  Aziz  in  his  capacity  as  President  of  the  South  East 
Asian  Ministers  of  Educational  Organization  arrived  in  Jakarta  on  Monday  for 
a  3-day  visit  to  observe  projects  of  the  organization  in  Indonesia. 
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INDONESIA 


RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  TO  STAY  IN  SCHOOL  CURRICULUM 

Jakarta  ANTARA  NEWS  BULLETIN  in  English  20  Jun  86  pp  A2,  A3 

[Text]  Jakarta,  19  Jun  (ANTARA)-Minister  for  Education  and  Culture  Fuad 
Hasan  has  stated  the  ministry  never  intended  to  take  religious  education 
out  of  the  school  curriculum. 


What  the  ministry  is  doing  now  is  to  consider  all  the  subjects  taught  at 
school  not  only  the  religious  education,  how  they  fit  into  the  curriculum", 
he  said  after  reporting  to  President  Soeharto  Thursday. 

Minister  Fuad  Hasan  made  the  statement  following  a  report  by  a  newspaper 
here  that  led  people  to  bleieve  that  religious  education  would  be  taken  out 
or  or  given  less  time  in  the  school  curriculum. 

^e  minister  had  asked  for  an  explanation  from  the  head  of  the  Research  and 
Development  Centre  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  and  Culture  Prof.  Harsya 
Bachtiar  who  was  the  source  of  the  report. 

Based  on  the  observation,  the  proportion  of  a  subject  thought  to  be  too  big 
would  be  reduced  and  those  too  small  would  be  added,  he  said. 

noticing  to  do  with  taking  out  a  subject  out  of  the  curriculum,  only 
the  burden  of  certain  subjects,  he  added. 

"All  we  are  doing  is  to  coordinate  the  curriculum,  not  to  take  any  subject 
out  of  It  ,  Fuad  Hasan  went  on  to  say. 
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BRIEFS 

MALAYSIANS  GHAFAR,  SUHARTO  TALKS — Malaysian  Deputf  Prime  Minister  Abdul 
Ghafar  Baba  has  said  that  his  talks  with  President  Suharto  at  Binagraha, 
Jakarta,  this  morning  covered  political  and  economic  issues  in  Southeast 
Asia.  Speaking  to  newsmen  after  calling  on  President  Suharto,  Abdul  Ghafar 
Baba  said  that  Malaysia  is  studying  the  situation  in  Indonesia  which  is  enjoy¬ 
ing  political  stability  and  economic  progress.  Like  Indonesia,  Malaysia  is 
making  efforts  to  achieve  political  and  economic  stability.  Abdul  Ghafar 
Baba  expressed  the  confidence  that  Indonesian-Malaysian  cooperation  within  the 
ASEAN  framework  will  be  further  enhanced  in  the  future.  Aswering  questions 
on  the  situation  in  his  country,  the  Malaysian  deputy  prime  minister  said 
that  his  country  is  facing  economic  difficulties  as  a  result  of  the  world 
economic  recession.  Accordingly,  it  cannot  accept  more  Indonesian  workers. 
After  calling  on  President  Suharto,  the  Malaysian  guest  will  meet  Vice 
President  Umar  Wirahadikusumah  and  Amir  Makhmud,  chairman  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  People ^s  Consultative  Assembly.  [Text]  [Jakarta 
Domestic  Service  in  Indonesian  0600  GMT  16  Jul  86  BK] 

JOINT  SINGAPORE  AIR  EXERCISE  ENDS— The  joint  **Elang  Indopura  4”  air  exercise 
between  the  Indonesian  Air  Force  and  the  Singapore  Air  Force  which  were  taking 
place  in  the  North  Sumatera  region  since  15  July,  was  officially  closed  by 
Air  Chief  of  Staff  Vice  Marshal  Utomo.  The  closing  ceremony  at  the  Kelapa  Said 
Air  Force  Base  in  Medan  was  attended  by  Singapore  Air  Commodore  Colonel  (Teng 
Slow  Piew)  and  was  witnessed  by  Regional  Military  Commander  (All  Genor)  and 
also  North  Sumatera  Police  Chief  Peter  Sambo  together  with  other  high-ranking 
Air  Force  officials.  The  Indonesian  Air  Force  Chief  of  Staff  said  during  the 
closing  ceremony  that  the  joint  air  exercise,  which  is  the  fourth,  has  been 
carried  out  satisfactorily  although  there  are  still  certain  issues  which  need 
improvement.  He  said  the  Elang  Indopura  joint  air  exercise  should  be  continu¬ 
ously  held  in  future.  The  joint  **Elang  Indopura  4*’  air  exercise  involves  265 
personnel  from  the  Indonesian  Air  Force,  130  personnel  from  the  Singapore  Air 
Force,  and  is  supported  by  18  Skyhawk  and  F  5-E  fighter  aircraft,  four  heli¬ 
copters,  and  four  transport  aircraft.  [Text]  [Jakarta  Domestic  Service  in 
Indonesian  0700  GMT  19  Jul  86  BK] 

FRENCH  ENVOY  CONCLUDES  TOUR— House  Speaker  Amir  Makhmud  today  [15  July] 
received  outgoing  French  Ambassador  Jean  Soulier.  Mr  Jean  Soulier  is  winding 
up  his  5-year  assignment  here.  [Summary]  [Jakarta  Domestic  Service  in 
Indonesian  0600  GMT  15  Jul  86  BK] 
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JAPANESE  LPG  CONTRACT-Indonesla  and  Japan  have  signed  a  eo  .  .  .h 
Indonesia  „in  export  1.95  .illlon  „etrL  to^I  of  U^'lflerp^^rrole™"  f 
P  year  for  a  period  of  10  years  beginning  1988.  The  contract  was  signed  In 
Jakarta  on  15  July  by  Abdul  Rakhman  Ramil,  president  director  of  tL  sSte 
Oil  and  Gas  Company,  and  representatives  of  seven  Japanesr^mpL^eL 
ummary]  [Jakarta  Domestic  Service  In  Indonesian  0600  GMT  15  Jul  86  BK] 

NEW  TIMOR  WEEKLY  INAUGURATED- In format Ion  Minister  Harmoko  launched  a  weekly 
newspaper  known  as  SUARA  TIMOR  TIMUR  In  Dill  on  16  July.  The  Inalurltion 

sfrf  of  the  activities  to  commemorate  the  10th  anniver- 

InZn  ‘^he  incorporation  of  East  Timor  Province  into  the  Republic  oP 
16  Ju1^86'bk]  [Jakarta  Domestic  Service  In  Indonesian  2300  GMT 

iZ  orDo™!c1rX\';;cS^^^  ir  Minister  for  Promo- 

this  year  will  not  les6.  be  than  that  of  loo*.  ^  Investment  in  Indonesia 

situation  is  more  worsen  compared  with  that  ori985^^*'ras^D  hW 

vestment  in  1985  was  about  11<;5A  7  1985.  [as  published]  Total  in- 

about  US$800  million  and  domestlr  ^  consisting  of  foreign  investment  of 

us9d^5uup„. 

Tenggara),  16  dun  (ahiaKA,- 

conslatlng  of  120  people  to  [terauL  families 

vlnclal  office  of  the  mLlLr^o^  .  .  of  the  pro- 

Monday.  He  said  the  new  settles  constirfr^*^^°?  disclosed  here 

because  It  is  for  the  first  time  Wp<!r  w  pioneer  batch  from  the  province 

transmigrate  In  Irian  Jajf  Jrs  ?  f  Tanggara  sends  Its  people  to 
Tenggara  are  Interested  ln'lolntn.^rn'’*f^°  Pa“Pl«  In  West  Nusa 

menrin  Irian  Jayl  a^tL  a  co«taLns%  resettle- 

glons  of  the  province  The  sendln.  f  ^J"^nlgn  and  motivation  In  several  re- 

llextj  [Jakarta  ANIASA  SEWS  BUlLEIirta  Engllsh^irjun'ge^rSl^/Mir*"^^^' 

“\^“la™  ~)-Xrans»lgrants  In 

tractors,  the  head  of  th^reelLalT  ? “  “ninlng  In  the  use  of  hand 
Monday.  As  many  L  40  tranSgraMr^nref *^atut  Berlin,  said 
sites  in  the  region  31  144  fflin<Hoe  v  units  of  resettlement 

Berlin  did  not  disclose  the  amount  ofthe  ald"''°ir8ald  Ketut 

migrants  In  the  region  had  received  various  tralnL^l^^  trans¬ 

care  and  other  fields  uslnv  fZZ,  fJ  Zu  training  In  agriculture,  health- 

Bank  and  other  Institutions  The  traT  ^  ^  •^^®”®"*^8'^atlon  ministry,  the  Work 
help  them  In  adjustlS  t^thelfni  !  transmigrants  Is  given  to 

BULLETIN  In  English  16  dun  86  p  A4]  [Jakarta  ANTARA  NEWS 
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TRADE  SURPLUS— Jakarta ,  19  Jun  (ANTARA) — Indonesia's  trade  balance  during  the 
month  of  March  1986  had  a  surplus  of  US$152  million,  it  was  learned  here  Thurs¬ 
day.  Data  from  the  Ministry  of  Trade  shows  that  the  Indonesian  export  value 
during  that  month  was  registered  at  US$1,491  million,  while  its  import  value 
was  noted  at  US$1,339  million,  or  a  surplus  of  about  US$152  million.  The 
commodities  exported  during  that  period  consisted  of  oil  and  gas  worth 
US$914.3  million,  and  non-oil/gas  commodities  valued  at  US$576.2  million. 

The  oil  and  gas  were  exported  to  the  United  States  and  Japan,  while  other  com¬ 
modities  were  exported  to  the  EEC  (European  Economic  Community)  countries, 
Piongkong.  Singapore,  South  Korea,  Middle  Eastern  countries  and  Eastern 
European  countries.  The  non-oil/gas  commodities  comprised  among  others  ply¬ 
wood,  sawn-timber,  tea,  pepper,  palm  oil,  coffee,  rubber,  rattan,  vanilla, 
garments,  cement,  fertilizer  and  handicraft.  [Text]  [Jakarta  ANTARA  NEWS 
BULLETIN  in  English  19  Jun  86  p  A3]  /9274 

NEW  OIL,  GAS  FIND — Jakarta,  20  Jun  (ANTARA) — Pertamina's  product  sharing  con¬ 
tractor  company,  Unocal  Indonesia  Inc.  (a  U.S.  oil  company)  has  found  natural 
gas  and  oil  deposits  at  the  Ragat-I  exploration  area.  East  Kalimantan. 
Pertamina's  (state-owned  oil  company)  Public  Relations  Bureau  Thursday  issued 
a  press  release  that  Unocal  has  a  10,419.5  land  and  off-shore  exploration  area 
in  East  Kalimantan  based  on  a  product-sharing  contract  with  Pertamina  signed 
on  October  25,  1968.  The  Ragat-I  exploration  well  is  situated  in  East 
Kalimantan  off-shore  area,  25  km  southeast  of  the  Bekapal  oil  production  field 
cultivated  by  France's  Total  Indonesia  oil  company.  According  to  the  study 
carried  out  from  May  8  to  23,  1986,  the  Ragat-I  well  has  a  deposit  of  4,515 
barrels  of  natural  oil  and  3,8  million  cubic  feet  of  natural  gas  per  day. 

For  the  time  being,  the  Ragat-I  exploration  well  has  been  closed  since  last 
June  5,  1986.  [Text]  [Jakarta  ANTARA  NEWS  BULLETIN  in  English  20  Jun  86  p  A4] 
/9274 

INCREASED  JAPANESE  AID — Jakarta,  19  Jun  (ANTARA) — The  Japanese  government  dur¬ 
ing  the  29th  IGGI  meeting  in  the  Hague  on  June  18-19,  said  it  would  provide 
economic  aid  amounting  to  Rp.544  billion  to  Indonesia  for  the  1986  fiscal  year. 
The  equivalent  US$485  million  aid  which  is  to  be  channelled  through  ODA  package 
(the  Japanese  government's  foreign  aid  body)  increase  to  6.1  percent  if  compared 
with  that  of  last  year.  It  was  said  that  Indonesia  is  the  biggest  recipient  of 
ODA  aid  with  a  cumulative  amount  to  US$7.6  billion  or  about  Rp.8,500  billion. 

The  grant  aid  for  the  1986  fiscal  year,  is  particularly  for  the  development  of 
agriculture,  forestry,  education  and  the  development  of  human  resources.  Last 
year,  Japanese  grant  aid  totalled  US$49  million  or  Rp,55  billion.  [Text] 
[Jakarta  ANTAPvA  NEWS  BULLETIN  in  English  20  Jun  86  p  A7]  /9274 
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radio  commentary  supports  commonwealth  games  boycott 

BK181027  Kuala  Lumpur  International  Servloe  In  English  0800  GMT  18  Jul  86 
[Station  Commentary] 

Commonwealth^Games  that  will\e°held^in^Scotl”*^d^  boycott  of  the 

been  welcomed  by  all  sLSoL  of  ^  decision  has 

Prime  Minister/or  MahathirMohfmed  The  Malaysian 

Meeting  in  the  Bahamas  last  November  called  ^®eds  of  Governments 

against  South  Africa  as  the  onlv  dossiHIp^  ^  ^  inimediate  economic  sanctions 
abhorrent  apartheid  poller  S  ®^d  to  the 

refusal  the  Commonwealth  Association  dMlded\fMbar?on Vft^ 

to  negotiate  with  the  South  African  authorltlef  Sf  It” 

a  surprise  to  the  Malaysian  Government  and  others  3So  hsff  a  c”' 
exercise  with  scepticism  The  qo  ppiioa  v  ^^d  viewed  the  whole 

South  Africa  when  thfr^ iJ  L  ^  Group  had  to  save 

African  sta^r  government  launched  raid  on  neighboring  blalk 

this  critical  iuncfnrrrJ!  p  ^  against  African  nationalists.  At 

tary,  Sir  Geoffrey  Howe,  in  hirc^pLltras'^lts^^''*'  British  foreign  secre- 
yet  another  mission.  The  reactions  of  blapt  Af  ?^^®^dent,  to  South  Africa  on 
,  gesture  could  not  have  been  anythin^  ^  African  leaders  to  this  cosmetic 

while,  the  British  Prime  Minister  aJd  ^  dismay  and  anger.  Mean- 

calls,  in  particular  from  fellorco^o^:^,^^:?:?^ 

sanctions.  It  is  clear  therefore  that  the^a^^r  comprehensive  economic 

to  apply  pressure  on  Britain  Itself  apart  from  counties  are  forced 

South  Africa.  carrying  on  the  campaign  against 

The  boycott  of  the  Commonwealth  Games  reflporo  i-u 

association's  members  have  always  dlL^av^r^  !  ®  5°''®  feelings  that  the 
^at  IS  most  objectionable  about  the  apartheld'^noT i  Prevalence  of  racism, 
tlonallzed  and  given  the  sanctltv  of  a  loo  i  a  ^dey  is  that  it  is  institu- 

tier,  on  several  occasions  recorded  Its  opMsitifrL  f  ® ““Ith  Assocla- 
dice.  opposition  to  racism  and  racial  preju- 
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At  the  Lusaka  meeting  of  Commonwealth  heads  in  August  1979,  they  pledged 
their  cooperation  in  the  elimination  of  racism  and  mentioned  the  need  for 
positive  measures  to  advance  its  elimination. 

The  Commonwealth  Games  provide  a  valuable  occasion  for  athletes  and  sportsmen 
to  participate  in  a  worthwhile  event  and  to  promote  goodwill,  but  it  would  be 
hypocritical  to  overlook  the  sensitivity  of  the  African  states  towards  the 
negative  attitudes  the  British  and  European  states  are  taking.  The  African 
states  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  more  particularly  the  frontline  states  that 
are  close  to  South  Africa,  have  every  reason  for  wanting  the  emergence  of  a 
new  political  order  in  that  rather  problematical  neighboring  country.  Malay¬ 
sia  supports  the  struggle  of  the  people  of  South  Africa  against  the  monstrous 
regime  that  tries  to  perpetuate  a  discredited  political  system.  The  Malaysian 
decision  not  to  participate  in  the  Commonwealth  Games  is  our  gesture  of  moral 
support  for  all  the  African  states  and  also  the  ideal  of  the  Commonwealth 
Association. 

/9716 
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BRIEFS 

PROTEST  TO  AUSTRALIA — Australia  has  received  Malaysia’s  official  protest  over 
Prime  Minister  Bob  Hawke’s  recent  statement  on  the  hanging  of  two  Australians 
convicted  of  heroin  trafficking.  Its  High  Commission  counsellor  In  Kuala 
Lumpur,  Mr  (Fitzgerald),  confirmed  this  today.  The  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  Tengku  Ahmad  Rlthauddeen,  yesterday  urged  the  Australian  High  Com¬ 
mission  to  Malaysia  to  find  out  whether  Mr  Hawke  did  describe  the  punishment 
as  barbaric.  Mr  Hawke  also  said  the  hanging  could  never  be  justified. 

Mr  Hawke’s  remark  has  led  to  protest  from  several  quarters  In  Malaysia.  Kevin 
John  Barlow  and  Brian  Geoffery  Chambers  were  executed  at  the  Pudu  prison  on 
Monday  after  they  were  convicted  for  trafficking  In  179  grams  of  heroin  at 
the  Penang  airport  In  1983.  [Text]  [Kuala  Lumpur  International  Service  In 
English  0800  GMT  11  Jul  86  BK] 


DAP,  PAS  DIFFERENCES  Seremban,  Thurs.— — The  DAP  [Democratic  Action  Party]  will 
not  join  the  opposition  front  as  long  as  PAS  [Pan  Malaysian  Islamic  Party] 
Insists  on  including  its  objective  of  an  Islamic  State  in  the  joint  declara¬ 
tion.  DAP  president  Dr  Chen  Man  Hin,  who  is  also  the  MP  for  Seremban,  said 
the  demand  for  an  opposition  front  by  certain  circles  to  fight  the  Barlsan 
Naslonal  In  the  general  election  must  not  mean  that  the  parties  should  sacri¬ 
fice  basic  fundamental  rights.  "The  DAP  will  not  sacrifice  the  fundamental 
right  of  freedom  of  religion  even  for  the  sake  of  an  opposition  front."  That 
Is  why  the  DAP  refused  to  be  a  party  to  the  joint  declaration  signed  by  PAS, 
the  PSRM  [Socialist  People’s  Party  of  Malaysia],  SDP  [Socialist  Democratic 
Party]  and  NASMA  [Nationalist  Party  of  Malaysia].  Dr  Chen  said  at  a  ceremah 
here  today  the  joint  declaration  of  the  opposition  front  stating  that  It  recog¬ 
nised  the  right  of  PAS  to  strive  for  an  Islamic  State  violated  Article  3  of 
the  Constitution.  The  party’s  Central  Executive  Committee  will  meet  tomorrow 

^  decision  on  the  matter.  [Text]  [Kuala  Lumpur  NEW  STRAITS 

TIMES  In  English  18  Jul  86  p  3  BK] 


OPPOSITION  FRONT’S  NEW  NAME — The  four  component  parties  of  the  United  Opposi¬ 
tion  Front  spearheaded  by  the  Pan  Malaysian  Islamic  Party  [PAS]  have  agreed 
on  a  common  name  the  Harakah  Keadilan  Rakyat,  abbreviated  as  HAK,  or  the 
People  s  Justice  Movement.  Representatives  of  the  four  parties— PAS  the 
Socialist  Democratic  Party,  the  Socialist  People’s  Party  of  Malaysia,  and  the 
Nationalist  Party  of  Malaysia— met  at  the  PAS  headquarters  for  more  than  4 
hours  on  10  July  and  agreed  on  a  5-polnt  joint  declaration.  [Summary] 

[Kuala  Lumpur  NEW  STRAITS  TIMES  in  English  11  Jul  86  p  1  BK] 
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QUARTER  YEAR  TRADE  SURPLUS — According  to  the  Statistics  Department  in  Kuala 
Lumpur,  Malaysia's  trade  surplus  during  the  first  3  months  of  the  year  1986 
rose  to  2.54  billion  ringgit,  up  nearly  1  billion  ringgit  over  the  same  period 
last  year  [1985].  [Summary]  [Kuala  Lumpur  International  Service  in  English 
0600  GMT  14  Jul  86  BK] 

/9716 
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AQUINO  APPROACH  TO  BALWEG  LAUDED 

Manila  PHILIPPINE  DAILY  INQUIRER  In  English  19  Jun  86  p  4 
[Editorial:  "Talking  Instead  of  Fighting"] 

[Text] 

AN  example  of  the  difference  between  the  administration 
of  President  Cory  Aquino  and  that  of  the  deposed  dictator  is 
the  current  talk  going  on  between  Butz  Aquino,  Cory’s  emis¬ 
sary  and  Conrado  Balweg,  leader  of  the  dissident  Cordillera 
People’s  Liberation  Army. 

While  Balweg  has  been  seen  by  many  people  as  a  result  of 
inlerviows  with  media,  the  sight  of  him  posing  for  pictures 
.with  an  official  emissary  of  the  government  undoubtedly  re¬ 
assures  them  more  than  a  hundred  statements  from  military 
officials  that  tlie  situation  is  under  control. 

Balweg  represents  the  type  of  dissident  more  prevalent  in; 
the  Philippine  countryside  than  the  '  New  People’s  Army 
-  a  leader  genuinely  concerned  about  the  condition  of  his 
people  and  a  man  who  fought  the  government,  not  for  ideo- 
i  logical  reasons,  but  because  that  government  had  become 
oppressive,  exploitative  and  criminal  in  nature. 

As  long  as  Marcos  headed  that  government,  there  was  little 
chance  that  the  rebels  in  the  hills  typified  by  Balweg  would 
sit  down  and  talk  rather  than  fight  and  kill.  . 

1  hat  he  is  talking  to  Butz  Aquino  speaks  well  of  the  new  President, 
and  of  Butz  himself,  suice  the  basis  for  any  discussions  of  this  nature  is 
always  mutual  trust.  It  is  clear  that  Balweg  and  his  army  tpist  Cory 
Aquino,  and  the  new  government .  in  turn  regards  Balweg  mote  as  a 
wayward  citizen  to  be  brought  back  into  the  fold  and  nurtured. 

Ideological  as  its  basis  for  existence  is,  the  New  People’s  Army  and 
even  tlie  Communist  Party,  have  also  found  in  the  Aquino  admuiistra- 
tion  reasonable  and  populist  government  with  which  they  can  talk. 

High  officials  of  the  Aquino  government  have  Indicated  many  times 
over  that  they  have  ho  serious  objections  to  recognizing  the  Communist 
Parly  and  allowing  its  participation  in  a  pluralist  society,  provided  it 
gives  op  the  option  of  exercising  its  political  rights  through  the  power 
,  of  the  gun. 

It  the  current  talks  include  the  CPP-NPA,  then  truly  Ms.  Aquino  wiU 
have  achieved  the  wel|.ni^  impossible,  an  eyebali-to.eyeball  meeting 
between  two  previously  antitethical  group  as  well  as  their  ideas  and 
ideals. 
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in  20  years  of  rule,  Mr.  Marcos  never  got  any  of  these  dissident 
groups  to  the  conference  table,  possibly  because  to  him,  peace  was  less 
attractive  than  a  rabidly  anti-communist  posture  that  brought  him  US 
.  aid  which  he  could  deposit  abroad  or  from  which  he  could  get  commis* 
sions  in  arms  purchases. 

The  talks  may  not  achieve  all  the  objectives  that  both  sides  would 
like  to  see  possible,  but  the  fact  that  the  people  who  have  been  shoot¬ 
ing  at  each  other  are  now  talking  is  already  an  achievement  in  itself. 


/13104 

CSO:  4200/1239 


25 


JPRS-SEA-86-135 
£  August  1986 


PHILIPPINES 


TRADE  MINISTRY  STUDIES  FOREIGN  EQUITY  RELAXATION 

Quezon  City  ANG  PAHAYAGANG  MALAYA  in  English  19  Jun  86  p  7 


[Text]  The  Ministry  of  Trade  and  Industry 
is  recommending  the  relaxation  of 
policies  on  the  60*40  Filipino-foreign 
investment  ratio  in  a  domestic  firm, 
land  ownership,  arid  the  retail  trade 
Jaw  in  a  bid  to.  encourage  foreign 
investors. 

MTI  sources  said  the  three  major 
policy  areas  arc  being  reviewed  in  line 
with  the  expected  15  per  cent  increase 
in  investments  for  this  year  and  in 
1987.  These  targets  may  not  be 
achieved  because  of  the  dismal  first 
quarter  investment  performances,  with 
out  the  corresponding  changes  in  stiff 
investment  rules. 

The  same  sources  said  tlic  law 
linuting  to  40  per  cent  the  maximum 
foreign  ownership  in  a  domestic 
enterprise  could  be  relaxed  on  a 
casc-to-casc  basis  depending  upon  the 
type  of  industry  and  the  amount  of 
required  capitalKation  and  technology. 

Foreign  investors,  many  of  whom 
arc  still  reluctant  to  stake  their  nioncy 
in  what  they  see  as  uncertain  political 
aiid  economic  situation  in  the 
Philippines,  inay  be  encouraged  to 
invest  if  they  will  be  given  enough 
elbow  room  in  terms  of  increasing  thbir 
investments  and  hence,  their  control  in 
domestic  entity. 

Another  policy  area  being  looked 
into  is  the  constitutional  provision  on 
land  ownership  barring  foreign  indivi-  ’ 


duals  and  Companies  from  owning 
Philippiiie  lands. 

But  sources  said  relaxation  of  land 
ownership  laws  will  be  difficult  and 
will  take  time  be'eause  it  will  require  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution 

The  third  policy  wea  being  reviewed 
is  the  Retail  Trade  Law  which  was 
originally  conf:eived  to  Filipintee  retail 
trade  which  were  then  mostly  in  the 
hands  of  Chinese  entrepreneurs. 

Now  that  the  retail  trade  law  has 
achieved  its  goal,  sources  said  its 
provisions  could  be  changed  and 
re-aligned  with  the  need  of  encouraging 
foreign  investors. 

For  the  first  quarter  of  the  year, 
foreign  investments  went  up  by  12‘pcr 
cent  but  local  investments  went  down 
by  66  per  cent.  Sources  said  the  small 
increase  in  foreign  investments  did  not 
compensate  for  its  continued  decline 
over  the  years. 

While  the  possible  relaxation  of 
investment  policies  is  certain  to  meet 
opposition  from  nationalist  groups, 
sources  said  the  MTI  will  be  putting 
chocks  and  balances  to  ensure  that 
foreign  investments  only  supplement 
and  not  replace  local  capital 

They  said  the  country  heeds  foreign 
investments  since  the  limited  domestic 
capital  cannot  at  all  finance  business 
and  industrial  growth. 


/13104 
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LAUREL  PRC  TRIP  BRINGS  TRADE,  CREDIT 


Quezon  City  ANG  PAHAYAGANG  MALAYA 

[Article  by  Chit  Estella] 

[Text]  economic  package  that 

could  reduce  the  Philippines’ 
trade  deficit  was  obtained  by  the 
Aquino  government  from  the 
People’s  Republic  of  China,  Vice 
President  Salvador  H.  Laurel  said 
yesterday. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  the  Mani¬ 
la  International  Airport,  Laurel 
told  newsmen  trade  agreements 
and  credit  loans  from  China  arc 
only  the  first  of  several  things  he 
accomplished  in  his  three-day  offi¬ 
cial  trip  to  that  country. 

The  second,  he  said,  is  an 
assurance  front  the  Chinese  gov¬ 
ernment  that  it  would  never  en¬ 
courage,  much  \es&  support,  the 
local  communist  movement  in 
any  of  its  activities. 

Although  Laurel  would  not 
reveal  the  details  of  the  agree¬ 
ments  he  signed  with  China,  he 


in  English  19  Jun  86  pp  1,  6 


described  his  mission  as  “highly 
successful”  He  said  the  Chinese 
government  has  made  a  “definite 
commitment  to  help  reduce  the 
trace  deficit.” 

Trade  between  the  country  and 
China  is  expected  to  increase  and 
overall  Philippme-Chinese  rela¬ 
tions  will  be  closer  th0n  ever, 
Laurel  said. 

In  addition  to  the  unspecified  eco¬ 
nomic  benefits  which  the  vice  pres¬ 
ident  said  he  has  won  for  the  country, 
diplorhatic  and  cultural  strides  were 
also  reportedly  made. 

A  new  Philippine  consular  office 
will  be  opened  in  Guangchow.  A 
Chinese  consulate,  on  the  other  hand, 
will  be  set  up  in  Cebu,  Laurel  said, 

Lautel  also  said  the  two  govern¬ 
ments  have  agreed  to  hold  regular 
meetings  on  the  ministerial  and  sub- 
ministerial  levels  to  discuss  issues  of 
mutual  interest. 


/13104 
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PRC  TRADE  MISSION  CONCLUDES  $40  MILLION  IN  ORDERS 
Manila  MANILA  BULLETIN  in  English  26  Jun  86  p  15 
[Text] 


The  28-man  trade 
mission  from  People’s 
Republic  of  China 
(PROC),  who  came 
here  on  invitation  of 
Philippine  Interna¬ 
tional  Trading  Corp. 
(PITC),  concluded 
US$40  million  worth 
of  export  orders  after 
a  two-week  stay  in 
the  Philippines. 

The  delegation  left 
Tuesday  for  Beijing. 

Headed  by 
Madame  Ye  Lingyim, 
the  delegation  was 
mandated  to  balance 
Philippine  trade  with 
China  and  to  diver¬ 
sify  China’s  imports 
from  the  Philippines. 

Among  the  mcyor 
items  purchased  by 
the  Chinese  were: 
80,000  metric  tons 
(MT)  fertilizers, 
12,000  MT  copper 
cathodes,  10,000  MT 
copper  concentrates, 
10,000  MT  bananas, 
850  MT  steel  wires 
and  rods,  600  cu.m, 
plywood,  and  3,000 


MT  coconut  oil. 

Negotiations  for 
the  purchase  of  an 
undisclosed  amount 
of  tobacco  leaf  are 
still  underway.  Long¬ 
term  arrangements 
for  the  export  of  coco¬ 
nut  oil  was  also  dis¬ 
cussed. 

In  turn  the  Philip¬ 
pine  purchased  6,000 
MT  soya  bean  meal, 
some  amount  of  tex¬ 
tiles,  canned  goods, 
machinery,  equip¬ 
ment  and  assorted 
hardware  items  with 
a  total  value  of 
US$6.84  million.  Chi¬ 
na  also  offered  raw 
cotton  and  fabrics  to 
garment  exporters 
and  some  processed 
foods.  Long-term 
supply  of  coal  was 
also  explored.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  delegation 
head  Madame  Ye 
Lingyun  of  the 
Chinese  Ministry  of 
Foreign  External  Re¬ 
lations  and  Trade 
(MOFERT),  her 
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group  came  to  the 
Philippines  to  buy 
Philippine  products 
rather  than  to  sell 
Chinese  goods  in  an 
effort  to  narrow  the 
widening  trade  gap 
between  the  two 
countries.  The  Philip- 
nines  suffered  a 
US$666  million  trade 
deftcit  with  China 
during  the  last  five 
years  or  a  deficit  of 
over  US$100  million 
yearly. 

This  is  mainly  due 
to  the  country’s 
purchases  of  Chinese 
crude  oil  which  in 
1985  and  1984 
accounted  for  68  and 
71  percent  of  total  im¬ 
ports,  respectively. 
This  year  imports  of 
Chinese  crude  oil  are 
being  reduced.  The 
Philippine  National 
Oil  Company  (PNOC) 
has  also  negotiated  a 
new  pricing  formula 
based  on  the  prevail¬ 
ing  spot  prices  of 
crude  oil  in  the  open 
market  to  bring  down 
import  costs. 
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[Article  by  Hilarion  M.  Henares  Jr.: 
[Excerpt] 


*  THE  FIRST  story  is  that' Dancling  Cojuang- 
co  is  coining  back  about  the  middle  of  July.  He 
will  be  back,  according  to  his  friends,  with  a 
view  to  defending  himself  from  accusations  of  . 
cronyism,  electoral  frauds  and  political  terror¬ 
ism,  confident  that  the  Aquino  administration  : 
will  guarantee  him  due  process.  He  will  also 
help  the  PCGG  pinpoint  the  hidden  wealth  of 
Marcos.  Would  you  believe  it? 

Rumors  abound  that  Danding  told  Iris  close 
associates  in  a  telephone  conversation  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  way  for  his  return,  because  he  was 
simply  tired  of  looking  at  the  skyline  of  San 
Francisco,  and  of  being  summoned  to  Hawaii 
by  the  Marcoses  to  account  for  some  of  the 
hidden  wealth. 

lie  said  he  will  return  come  hell  or  high 
water  in  mid-July  to  defend  Irimself  from  the 
new  government,  tapping  the  services  of  Gabby 
Villareal  and  Dennis  Navarro.  Gabby  is  one  of 
the  assistants  of  Jose  Concepcion  of  ACCRA, 
while  Dennis  was  a  former  business  reporter 
who  became  president  of  Danding’s  publicity 
and  cloak-and-dagger  outfit,  Interpublic. 

♦  *  ♦  ^ 

The  second  story  is  that  Danding  owns 
Pepsi  Cola  “  something  1  do  not  really  be¬ 
lieve.  But  many  others  do,  including  my  friend 
Ricardo  de  Leon,  retired  president  of  the  At¬ 
lantic  Gulf,  and  of  course  the  PCGG  which  is 
raring  to  sequester  the  Pepsi  Cola  Bottling  Co; 


Two  Stories  on  Danding  Gojuangco”] 


Ernie  Escaier,  who  many  people  believe  is 
the  front  man  for  Danding,  is  out  of  town. 
Since  the  February  revolution  he  has  been  de¬ 
manding  a  thorough  investigation  by  the  PCGG 
to  put  the  matter  of  ownership  to  rest.  So  far 
no  action  has  been  made  because  the  PCGG  was 
busy  with  the  San  Miguel  imbroglio.  But  soon, 
even  before  Ernie  comes  back,  the  axe  will  fall. 

What  is  the  other  story?  banding  Cojuangco, 
after  a  decade-long  business  partnership  with 
Johnny  Ponce  Eiirile  that  started  during  the 
lieyday  of  the  United  Coconut  Mills  (UNICOM), 
became  one  'of  the  most  trusted  cronies  of  de¬ 
posed  President  Marcos. 

ihe  PCGG  insiders  believe  that  Pepsi 
Bottling  Co.  bears  the  earmarks  of  a  Danding 
takeover  similar  to  those  of  San  Miguel  and  30 
other  companies  owned  by  Danding.  The  sliares 
of  stocks  are  believed  to  have  been  endorsed  in 
blank,  and  are  owned  either  by  Danding  or  by 
Marcos  himself. 

It  is  said  that  the  top  Pepsicp  management 
led  by  Roger  Enrico,  president  and  CEO  of 
Pepsi  Cola  USA,  were  so  depressed  by  the  fi- ' 

nancial  scandal  in  which  local  American  offi¬ 
cials  manipulated  the  financial  statements,  and 
so  intimidate  by  Marcos  and  his  cronies,  that 
they  t^irew  iii  the  towel,  and  decided  to  sell  out 
the  frahehise  to  the  powers-that-be. 

The  powers-that-be  consisted  of  several 

Sower  blocs  —  the  children  of  Marcos  fronted 
y  Chinese  businessmen,  the  Danding  Cojuang- 
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CO  group,  the  EnrUe  group,  and  the  clerico- 
rcligious  group  lieaded  by  Ernesto  Escaler. 

The  Pcpsico  officials  who  wanted  out  at  all 
cost  negotiated  with  almost  all  the  groups,  not 
only  because  their  operation  here  has  become 
non-viable  and  subject  to  political  pressures, 
but  also  because  they  expected  that  the  coun¬ 
try  was  fast  moving  to  a  revolutionary  situa¬ 
tion.  Pcpsico  decided  to  “give  the  big  fishes 
some  of  the  action,”  meaning  the  Cojuangco 
and  Escaler  groups.  '  ^ 

The  PCCiG  insiders  think  that  there  was  a 
trust  agreement  which  called  for  one  group  to 
tijke  over  the  day-to-day  management  of  the 
Pepsi  operations.  Also  there  is  a  stipulation  that 
ill  case  of  political  change,  the  Escaler  group 
can  vote  the  shares  of  Danding,  or  buy  hun 
out  if  Ernie  so  desires. 

_  The  Escaler  “take-over”  was  orchestrated  tb 
highlight  the  Filipinization  of  Pepsi  Cola  as  a 
desirable  and  inevitable  development. 

This  is  the  Other  Story,  whic|i  deserves  to 
be  put  into  print,  since  1  have  stated  again  and 
again  that  in  my  opinion,  the  Pepsi  Cola  was 
sold  to  the  Escaler  group  in  a  sweetheart  deal. 

•  *  • 

Remember  the  piece  I  wrote  about  Colonel 
On.i,  the  gold  king?  V/ell,  Ms.  Catalina  Tinio 
de  Guzman  of  the  prominent  Tinio  clan,  who 
runs  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital  in  Cabana- 
tuan,  sent  word  through  her  nieces  that  indeed 
there  are  Japanese  engaged  in  buying  gold  in 
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Carranglan,  a  mountainous'  town  in  Nuova 
ilicija.  They  load  the  gold  In  drums  and  trans- 
'  port  them  with  an  armed  escort.  According  to 
.her,  they  are  there  allegedly  for  a  reforestation 
project. 

■  *  ♦  *  . 

There  is  a  large  one-fourth  page  advertise¬ 
ment  by  the  Philippine  National  Bank  that  ap¬ 
peared  on  June  5,  6,  and  12  in  the  newspapers. 
What  is  so  remamable  about  this  ad  is  that  it 
advertised  the  bidding  for  only  one  property, 
a  house  with  a  swimming  ppol  bn  a  lot  area  of 
678  sq.  meters  in  No,  7  Gerohimo  St.,  Ma- 
gailanes  Village.  The  ulual  way  is  to  advertise 
several  properties  only  once.  Why  all  this  con¬ 
tinuous  effort  to  sell  this  particular  property? 

^  Well,  thif*  property  happens  to  belong  to 
Ricardo  Silverio,  erstwhile  owner  of  Delta 
Motors  which  assembled  Toyota  cars.  The  story 
goes  that  the  son  of  a  high  official  in  the  Cory 
administratiw  was  eyeing  this  particular  house 
for  himself,  and  asked  his  papa  to  help  him. 
His  papa  endorsed  the  son’s  request  to  PNB 
president  Vicente  layme,  who  in  turn  endorsed 
tlie  request  to  another  official  of  PNB  whom 
we  shall  call  Mr.  X.  The  son  called  up  Mr.  X 
a  few  days  later,  saying  “Did  you  receive  my 
letter?  Well,- what  have  you  done  about  it? 
What  is  delayhig  it?”' 

Mr.  X  answered,  “1  was  at  EDSA  getting  my 
ass  blown  off,  and  for  what?  For  this?  Sonny,  if 
you  want  the  house,  you  are  gonna  have  to  bid 
for  it.  And  1  will  have  other  bidders  for  it  even 
if  I  have  to  advertise  the  bid  a  thousand  times 
till  kingdom  come!” 
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I  "Between  (leadlines  .  .  ."  by  the  INQUIRER 
Ramos'  Temper"] 

I  T(?xt  ]  SO  you  llioiight  the  last  Independence  Day 

rites  were  austere.  Think  apin. 

Cash  advances  made  by  certain  Quezon  City 
1  loll  oi  ficials  amounted  to  a  staggering  P340.977. 
And  that’s  just  frrr  one  city  in  that  creation  of 
line  Ida  Marcos"  called  Metropolitan  Manila 
which  has  four  cities  and  13 municipalities. 

Anyway,  petting  back  to  Quezon  City,  the 
of  f  icials  Avho  made  the  cash  advances  were: 
hlcstor  Borromco,  secretary  to  the  mayor,  with 
I’lVO.OOO;  Cesar  Sanghio,  city  parks  super¬ 
intendent.  P70.U00;  Gerardo  Mapat,  city  plan¬ 
ning  head,  P6(), 977  (for  banners! );  and  Reuben 
Gabuya,  who's  with  Jun  Simon’s  personal  staff, 
riO.u'oO  (for  !T)od!  !  ).  ^  - 

Word  has  it  that  tliese  officials  have  not  yet 
properly  liciuidaled  tl\e  advances.  They’d  better 
do  so  soon,  or  else  Audit  Commission  chief  Teo- 
pislo  Guingona  may  be  forced  to  run  after 
them. 

♦  ♦ 

Newsmen  covering  the  sequestration  com¬ 
mission,  also  known  as  tlic  FCGG,  on  Tuesday 
walked  out  of  the  coinmissioirs  briefing  room 
after  waiting  for  five  long  hours  for  Commis¬ 
sioner  Ramon  Diaz..  Diaz  aUcgedly  “didn’t  feel 
like  chatting  with  reporters.”  ^ 

Diaz  joins  Mary  Concepcion  Ilautista  in  a 
string  of  no-shows  at  previously  scheduled  press 
hiiefings  this  week.  The  «une  can  be  said  of 
Minister  Jovito  Salonga  Vvho,  now  that  he’s  In 
power,  remains  the  most  elusive  of  all. 

Reporters  can  now  expect  another  lunch 
date  with  the  PR  staff  of  the  newsmen’s  favorite 
commissioner  (for  one  reason  or  another)  Raul 
Daza  because  of  (he  walkout. 

Not  too  long  ago,  many  of  the  people  now 
holding  lofty  government  posts  were  practically 
begging  the  media  for  coverage. 

•My,  how  things  quickly  change, 

:4(  ’ 


Reportorial  Staff:  *-A  Sampling  of 


Defense  reporters  had  a  sampling  of  Gen. 
Fidel  Kamos’  temper  on  Monday  moments  be¬ 
fore  the  scheduled  confrontation  between  tx- 
Gov.  AH  Dimaporo  of  Lanao  del  Sur  and  Re¬ 
gional  Unified  Command  12  chief  Brig.  Gen. 
Rodrigo  Gutang  at  Camp  Aguinaldo. 

Just  before  (he  meeting,  Ramos  saw  news-, 
men  milling  around  Gutang.  Thinking  that  the 
RUC  12  chiefwas  making  yet  another  statement 
critical  of  Dimaporo,  the  AFP  chief  walked  over, 
stood  face  to  face  with  Gutang,  and  in  an  unmis¬ 
takably  irate  voice  told  the  Brigadier:  “Rod, 
stop  making  inflammatory  statements  to  tlic 
press.  We  arc  trying  to  avert  bloodshed  here 
and  find  a  peaceful  solution.  So  shut  up!  “ 

lurning  to  the  stunned  newsmen,  Ramos  in 
friendlier  tone  said,  “Pardon  me,  boys.  But 
you’re  not  to  blame.” 

I  he  dagger  look  he  threw  at  Gutang  dearly 
indicated  whom  he  believed  was  to  blame. 

Later,  he  also  approached  Gutaiig’s  “ad¬ 
versary/*  Dimaporo.  in  his  usual  no-non¬ 
sense  manner,  Ramos  told  him:  “Slop  playing 
with  us,  Aii.  What  you  returned  to  us  were 
nothing  but  junk!” 

1  he  general  was  referring  to  the  World  War 
1  and  World  War  ll-vintagc  guns  the  ex-governor 
“relumed”  to  the  government  in  Lanao  del  Sur 
last  week. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

As  far  as  the  defense  ministry  is  concerned 
the  Dima  poro-GutaUg  feud  is  over. 

But  just  before  the  two  men  embraced  each 
other  and  made  up  before  newsmen,  the  cx- 
Lanao  Sur  chief  said  he  had  received  offers 
from  Nur  Misuari’s  faction  of  the  MNLF  -  in 
an  Obvious  attempt  to  exploit  the  brewing 
controversy  -  for  protection. 

llirough  emissaries,  Misuari  allegedly  advised 
Dimaporo  to  take  the  offensive  against  the  mili- 
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tary  for  wliat  the  secessionist  leader  explained 
was  the  “groundwork  for  complete  Mindanao 
independence.” 

'Dimaporo  insists  he  declined  the  MNLF 
offer.  ' 

•  •  •  '  , 

Tongues  are  wagging  at  the  Manila  Inter* 
national  Airport. 

Tlieir  topic?  Gerardo  “Gerry”  Esguerra, 
MIA  security  chief,  -who  came  in  together 
with  Acting  Manager  Romy  Santos, 

They  are  asking;  Who  is  Gerry  Esguerra? 
Wliaf  made  him  qualify  as  MIA  security  chief? 

Well,  we’ll  try  to  answer  that. 

Gerry  Esguerra  is  a  blue-blooded  Atenean, 
finishing  his  grade  school,  high  school,  and 
college  (we’re  not  sure  if  he  really  got  his 
diploma)  at  the  Ateneo  de  Manila. 

He  was  one\)f  the  original,  *‘aktibistas,”‘ 
together  with  the  late  Edgar  Jopson.  An  orator 
of  sorts,  he  was  a  ‘‘Voice  of  Democracy”  (an 
eh)cution  contest)  champion.  He  became 
president  of  the  National  Union  of  Students 
of  the  Philippines  (NUSP).  During  martial  law, 
he  reportedly  went  underground. 

He  was  later  linked  to  the  so-called  April  6 
Liberation  movement  which  claimed  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  bombing  of  a  travel-agency  con¬ 
ference  at  the  PlCC.  Marcos  was  their  real  tar¬ 
get,  but  somehow  the  explosive  injured  other 
people  instead. 

He  also  ran  for  Quezon  City  mayor  in  the 
1981  local  elections.  That,  too,  was  not  much 
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of  a  success. 

While  the  post  Esguerra  now  holds  requires 
a  military  background,  his  soldiering  experience 
had  been  confined  to  being  a  PMT  commander 
at  the  Ateneo  High  School  in  the  mid-60s. 

,  It  s  apparent  his.  political  patrons  consider 
;.ihis  being  a  former  urban  guerilla  adequate 
‘military  experience.” 

Questions  answered?' 

We  tried.  ^ 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

Guess  who*s  in  charge  of  the  finance  min¬ 
istry  when  Jimmy  Ongpin  is  out  of  the  country? 

It’s  no  other  tlian  Cesar  Buenaventura,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Pilipinas  Shell  Petroleum  Corp.,  and 
reputedly  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Trent. 

Realiable  sources  say  that  Buenaventura  is 
also  the  confidante  of  Ongpin  and  that  most  of  ; 
Ongpin’s  appointments  were  eUher  recom¬ 
mended  by  Buenaventura  or  had  his ’concur¬ 
rence.  . 

The  sources  also  say  the  Ongpin-Buenaven- 
tura  tandem  was  responsible  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Jesus  Ayala  to  the  Monetary  Board 
the  policy-making  body  of  the  Central  Bank! 
Ed  Espiritu,  president  of  Metropolitan  Bank 
and  Trust  Co.,  ^s  alsobeingeyed  by  the  two  to  sit 
irt  the  board  Buenaventura  Is  also  a  member. 

The  sources  add  that  Buenaventura  is  the 
*‘shadow’^  finance  minister,  and  that  all  deci¬ 
sions  must  be  coursed  through  him  when  Ong¬ 
pin  is  out  or  the  country. 
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[’’Straight  from  the  shoulder;  by  Luis  D*  Beltran;  *'No  Political  Statement 
from  Ramos"] 


[ Excerpt  ]  WITH  the  growing  tension  between 
Defense  Minister  Juan  Ponce  Enrile 
and  membeis  of  the  Aquino  Cabinet 
daily  becoming  more  visible  and  more 
pronounced,  the  eyes  of  the  country 
are  on  the  man  who  is  the  glue  holding 
tlie  military  establishment  together. 

That  man  is  Gen.  Fidel  V.  Ramos, 
who  insists  on  being  called  cliief  of 
staff  of  the  “New”  (“please  emphasize 
that”)  Armed  Forces  of  the  Philip¬ 
pines. 

In  the  Revolution  of  1986,  Enrile. 
and  Ramos  were  the  two  persons 
who  methodically  dismantled  the 
Marcos  military  machine  by  a  com¬ 
bination  of  psychological  warfare 
and  sheer  bluff  buttressed  by  un¬ 
expected  support  from  a  wide  diver¬ 
gence  of  military  units.  But  it  was 
Ramos  wlio  brought  in  loyal  officers 
from  far-flung  areas  and  executed 
the  military  plans  which  bottled  up 
Nichols  Air  Force  Base  and  took 
control  of  tlie  television  towers.  And 
it  was  to  Rarhos  that  the  majority 
of  defecting  military  commanders 
pledged  their  support. 

It  is  Ramos  who,  today,  is  in  direct 
daily  contact  with  field  commanders, 
most  of  whom  he  handpicked  from 
tlie  ranks  of  tlie  oppmssed  and  shunt¬ 
ed  aside.  And  it  is  Ramos  whose 
support  is  vital  to  anyone  who  wishes 
to  take  power  —  or  anyone  who  wishes 
to  keep  it. 

Ht  * 

We  joined  an  Inquirer  reporter  in 
an  interview  with  Ramos  in  his  Camp 
Aguinaldo  offices  yesterday  and  foimd 


;the  General  busy  with  a  long  list  of 
callers  and  military  routine  —  in  spite 
of  the  growing  perception  outside  of 
the  possibility  of  a  military  coup 
d'etat,  Ramos  brushed  aside  the  idea 
of  the  military  acting  on  its  own  to 
influence  the  nature  of  the  political 
system,  saying  that  the  “New”  AFP 
has  now  returned  to  its  traditional 
role  of  being  “supportive”  of  the  civil 
government.  The  word  “supportive” 
would  pop  up  in  his  answers  con¬ 
tinuously.  Supportive  of  the  political 
decisions  of  President  Aquino.  Sup¬ 
portive  of  tire  policies  enunciated  by 
the  President.  (He  gave  her  fulsome 
praise  for  her  feat  of  bringing  diffe¬ 
rent  sectors  together  towards  solu¬ 
tions  in  Region  11,  Davao,  where  he 
rated  the  President’s  performance  as 
excellent).  Cleariy  “supportive”  of 
President  Aquino  herself,  he  side¬ 
stepped  the  question  of  “how  high” 
Communist  infiltration  of  the  present 
government  was.  Before  that,  how¬ 
ever,  he  said  this  was  nothing  new, 
since  the  CPP-NPA  had  always  tried 

to  infiltrate  the  government. 

♦  *  * 

Asked  if  the  sometimes  chaotic 
nature  of  the  Aquino  Cabinet  system 
interfered  with  a  smoother  solution 
to  military  problems,  Ramos  smiled 
and  said:  “Let’s  just  say  that  it  makes 
us  busier.”  If  he  could  be  said  to  be 
mildly  critical  of  the  present  admi¬ 
nistration,  it  was  in  the  matter  of 
ministers  wrangling  publicly,  as  he 
said  disapprovingly  tliat  this  should 
be  stopped  because  unity  was  an 
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csscntiiil  factor  for  political  stability. 
Did  the  QIC  system  interfere  with 
counterinsurgency  and  peace  ^  and 
order  programs?  Ramos  replied  that 
reports  were  constantly  submitted  to 
the  President  about  ‘‘failures’’  in  cer¬ 
tain  areas  and  the  AFP  left  the  poli¬ 
tical  solutions  to  the  Palace,  but 
soldiers  were  not  interested  in  re¬ 
commending  OICs  or  taking  part  in 
the  political  process. 

«  «  « 

Aides  of  President  Aquino  have 
said  that  she  is  more  “comfortable” 
with  Ramos  than  with  Minister  En- 
rile,  but  Ramos  is  not  the  type  to 
exploit  that  situation.  He  showed  us 
copies  of  his  recommendations  for 
the  promotions  of  brigadier  generals 
to  major  generals,  stressing  a  covering 
page  on  his  recommendation  -  the 
recommendation  of  Minister  Entile 
for  the  same  people  —  which  included 
newly-promoted  Maj.  Gen.  Jose  Mag- 
no.  Ramos  said  he  had  recommended 
all  the  service  commanders  and  others, 
including  Magno  because  Magno‘s  per- 
formajice  and  responsibilities  (his  favo¬ 
rite  criteria  for  promotions)  as  well 
as  seniority  merited  it,  along  with  the 
others. 

♦  *  % 

Ramos  docs  not  have  one  political 
statement  to  make,  unlike  his  “civi¬ 
lian  spokesman  for  the  military,” 


Minister  Enrile.  He  acknowledges 
instead,  the  right  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  to  decide  on  matters  of  pro¬ 
motions  “down  to  the  lowest  second 
lieutenant.”  It  is  a  standard  interview, 
with  standard  West  Point-type  an¬ 
swers,  ,  occasioniUly  broken  by  the 
sometimes  impish  Ramos  smile. 

But  ,  Would  there  be  di  coup  i^d'etat  . 
a^gainst  President  Aquino?  And  if  it 
happened,  would  Ramos  support  it? 

Possibly,  the  best  answer  to  that 
would  be  the  fact  that  Ramos  has 
constituted  a  special  committee  in  the 
“New”  AFP  to  study  the  role  of  the 
military  establishment  in  tlie  context 
of  the  political  system  being  proposed 
for  the  next  Constitution. 

Meanwhile,  Ramos  says:  “We’re 
strictly  playing  it  straight  and  we 
expect  the  political  leaders,  including 
the  Minister  of  National  Defense,  to 
speak  for  us  in  the  AFP.  I  cannot  be 
like  a  civilian  political  leader,  every¬ 
body  has  his  role  to  play  and  ours 
is  making  sure  that  the  AFP  remains 
consolidated,  united  and  operational- 
•ly  effective  and  credible.  We  would 
like  to  preserve  the  credibility  we  won 
in  the  Revolution.”  ' . 

And  that  credibility,  many  people 
will  say,  would  be  lost  if  the  very 
military  establishment  which  installed 
the  People  Power  Government,  were 
to  be  instrumental  in  its  downfall. 
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ZAMBOANGA  CHDF  STILL  LOYAL  TO  FORMER  MAYORS 


Dipolog  City  THE  MINDANAO  OBSERVER  in  English  2  Jun  86  p  5 


[Text]  A  gnawing  problem  which,  if 
left  unattended  to,  might  re¬ 
sult  to  a  crack  in  the  local 
leadership  of  town  mayors  is 
expected  to  blow  up  anytime 
now  in  the  wake  of  reports 
that  some  CHDF  members  of 
some  southern  municipalities 
of  this  province  ^re  still  loyal 
to  the  replaced  municipal  ma¬ 
yors  to  the  extent  of  snubbing 
the  authority  of  the  designa¬ 
ted  officCrs-in-charge» 

The  disclosure  was  made 
early  this  week  by  municipal 
mayors  of  southern  towns  who 
claimed  the  CHDF  outfits 
were  used  as  private  armies  of 
the  replaced  mayors  to  create 
an  atmosphere  of  power  and 
ward  off  notions  of  opposition 
from  the  constituents  of  the 
municipalities. 

The  CHDF;'  units  lescd  as 
private  armies  were  instnimcn- 


tal  in  the  commission  of  un¬ 
toward  incidents  to  perpetuate 
the  interests  of  the  replaced 
mayors. 

Instead  of  curbing  down 
peace  and  order  problems,  the 
CHDFs  were  likely  the  ones 
to  have  initiated  the  trouble, 
the  report  said. 

The  mayors  revealed  the 
CHDFs  have  not  totally  se¬ 
vered  its  ties  with  the  old 
mayors,  which  is  viewed  as 
‘unhealthy”  for  the  speedy  re 
covery  of  reconciliation  among 
political  parties.' 

In  the  same  vein,  military 
higher  ups  assured  the  offi- 
cers-in-charge  any  scalawag 
in  the  CHDF  shall  be  weeded 
out  immediately  after  thorough 
investigation  has  been  conduc¬ 
ted.  (RAP) 
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LOPEZ  FAMILY  EXPLAINS  EFFORTS  TO  REGAIN  ASSETS 
Manila  MANILA  BULLETIN  in  English  15  Jun  86  pp  7,  16 


[Statement  issued  by  former 
Eugenio  Lopez,  Jr;  date  and 

[Text ] 


Over  the  past  few 
weeks  there  have  been 
published  reports,  un¬ 
fortunately  mostly  ema¬ 
nating  from  anonymous 
sources,  about  alleged 
efforts  by  the  Lopez 
family  to  regain  control 
and/or  ownership  of 
assets  that  were  seized 
by  the  past  martial  law 
government.  Needless 
U)  say,  these  reports  are 
inaccurate  and  mis¬ 
leading. 

The  Lopez  family 
wishes  to  make  its  posi¬ 
tion  clear  on  the  issues 
rained  against  it. 

1.  Members  of  the 
family  seek  to  redress 
an  iixjustice  |)erpetrated 
upon  them  by  the  mar¬ 
tial  law  regime.  We 
want  nothing  more  than 
a  reasonable  settlement 
of  our  claims  on  the 
family-owned  assets 
that  were  either  forcibly 
seized  or  clearly  under¬ 
paid  by  the  Marcos  gov¬ 
ernment  and  its  cronies. 

2.  Tlie  Lopez  family 
feels  it  can  contribute  to 
the  goals  of  the  new  gov¬ 
ernment  by  doing  what 
it  knows  best,  namely, 
providing  entrepreneu¬ 
rial  and  managerial 
leadership  in  business 
areas  most  familiar  to 
the  family  prior  to  mar¬ 


Phillppines  Vice-President 
location  not  provided] 


tial  law. 

3.  In  pursuing  its 
objectives,  the  Lopez 
family  has  always 
sought  and  will  con<- 
tinue  to  seek  to  identify 
.its  aspirations  with 
‘  those  of  the  national  in- 
jicreBt,  being  fully  aware 
of  the  urgent  need  for 
this  country  not  only  to 
create  new  wealth  but  to 
promote  a  more  equit¬ 
able  distribution  of  that 
wealth  as  a  means  of 
achieving  a  stable, 
^democratic  and  just 
.^iety. 

As  everybody  knows, 
with  the  adyent  of  mar¬ 
tial  law,  the  Lopez  fami¬ 
ly  was  subjected  to  a 
long  period  of  persecu¬ 
tion,  primarily  because 
Eugenio  Lopez  Sr., 
through  the  Manila 
Chronicle,  dared  to  be 
openly  critical  of  the 
graft  and  corruption  of 
the  Marcos  regime  by 
the  early  19708.  This 
public  criticism  reached 
its  heights  in  a  series  of 
front-page  editorials 
and  cartoons  which  ex¬ 
posed  the  issue  of  the 
hidden  wealth  of  the 
Marcoses,  long  before, 
the  general  public  be¬ 
came  fully  aware  of  the 
extent  of  the  capacity 
and  greed  of  that  con¬ 


Fernando  Lopez  and 


jugal  dictatorship: 

Hence,  when  martial 
law  was  declared,  the 
Manila  Chronicle  was 
shut  down;  ABS-CBN 
was  seized  and  used  by 
Marcos  and  his  cronies 
.  without  any  compensa¬ 
tion;  the  family  was 
compelled  to  sell  under 
duress  its  controlling  in¬ 
terest  in  Meralco  Secur- 
ities  Corp.  Eugeqio. 
Lopez  Jr.  was  jailed  for 
five  years;  Eugenio 
I^pez  Sr.  was  forced  to 
live  and  die  in  exile  in 
the  United  States  be¬ 
cause  he  refused  to  come 
to  terms  with  Marcos. 

Another  measure  of 
the  inhumanity  of  the 
Marcoses  was  that  even 
when  Eugenio  Lopez  Sr. 
was  dying,  his  two  sons 
in  Manila  who  were  not 
imprisoned  were  not 
allowed  to  visit  him  on 
his  dying  bed  in  San 
Francisco  in  July  of 
1975. 

Like  the  rest  of  the 
Filipino  people,  the 
Lopez  family  rejoices 
that  the  nightmare 
years  of  the  Marcos  era 
are  over.  But  now  is  a 
time  for  rebuilding  and 
making  a  fresh  start 
from  the  economic  and 
political  ruins  of  the 
Marcos  regime.  It  is 


only  juat  thnl  the  Lopez 
fainiiy  should  now  re¬ 
gain  what  waa  taken 
away  from  them. 

The  Lopez  family 
Bccka  a  settlement  of  its 
claims  against  Marcos 
and  his  cronies  in  two 
areas.  The  first  one  con¬ 
cerns  the  family’s  28 
percent  shareholding  in 
Meralco  Securities 
Corp.  (MSC),  an  entity 
which  was  established 
by  Eugenio  Lopez  in 
1961  and  which  control¬ 
led  not  only  Manila 
Electric  Company 
(Meralco)  but  also  Phi¬ 
lippine  Electric  Corp. 
(PHILEC),  Philippine 
Petroleum  Corp  (PPC), 
Philippine  Engineering 
and  Construction  Corp. 
(PECCO),  Meralco 
Securities  Industrial 
Corp.  (MSIC),  and  a  sub¬ 
stantial  interest  in  tlie 
Philippine  Commercial 
and  International  Bank 
(PCIO). 

These  MSC  shares 
were  extorted  from  the 
family  in  1974  under 
dimess  by  Mrs,  Marcos 
tlirough  the  manipula¬ 
tions  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  Benjamin  ^’Kokoy” 
Romualdez.  There  are 
two  aspects  of  the  family 
claim  on  this  transac¬ 
tion.  First,  the  family 
A^ould  like  to  claim  the 
iinbrcntial  between  the 
actual  purchase  price 
and  the  book  value  of 
those  MSC  shares  at  the 
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time  of  sale;  secondly, 
the  liopez  family  cor¬ 
poration,  Benpres  Corp. 
is  currently  still  in  the 
position  of  nn  impaid 
creditor  of  the  Meralco 
Foundation  in  the 
amount  of  $6.3  million, 
which  represents  the 
overdue  installments  on 
the  sale  of  our  MSC 
shares  in  1974. 

While  the  family  is,  at 
present,  providing  man¬ 
agerial  services  for 
Meralco  in  the  person  of 
Manuel  Lopez,  its  presi¬ 
dent,  this  is  not  the 
same  ^  regaining  con¬ 
trol  and  ownership  of 
Meralco.  If  the  govern¬ 
ment  decides  to  take, 
over  control  of  Meralco, , 
we  are  ready  to  abide  by 
that  decision.  Similarly, 
the  presence  of  Oscar 
Lopez  as  president  of 
jFirst  Pliilippine  Hold- 
'ings  Corp.  and  Eugenio 
Lopez  Jr.  as  board  chair¬ 
man  of  PCIB  are  ulti¬ 
mately  at  the  discretion 
of  President  Aquino  and 
not  because  of  equity 
ownership  by  the  family 
in  these  corporations. 

The  other  area  where 
we  seek  redress,  but 
where  we  would  like 
again  to  play  A  role,  is  in 
media.  Despite  the  fact 
that  ABS-CBN  broad¬ 
casting  network  was 
taken  over  by  Mr.  Mar¬ 
cos  through  his  crony, 
Roberto  Benedicto,  no 
payment  was  made 


whatsoever  for  the  use 
of  the  ABS-CBN  facili¬ 
ties  during  the  entire 
period  of  the  Marcos  dic¬ 
tatorship.  Similarly,  the 
presses  and  other  equip¬ 
ment  and  supplies  of  the 
Manila  Chronicle  were 
taken  over  by  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
cos  through  ”Kokoy” 
Romualdez  under  terms 
and  conditions  that 
were  dictated  by  Kokoy. 
The  takeover  of  the 
above  properties  were 
facilitated  by  the  simple 
expedient  of  imprison¬ 
ing  Eugenio  Lopez  Jr. 
on  tnunped-up  charges. 

In  our  perception, 
government  policy  on 
print  media  seems  to  be 
to  leave  them  to  private 
enterprise.  The  case  of 
how  much  government 
participation  there  will 
be  in  broadcast  media  is 
still  not  defined. 

Consistent  with  the 
apparent  policy  of  leav¬ 
ing  print  media  to  pri¬ 
vate  enterprise.  The 
Manila  Chronicle,  has 
resumed  publication 
according  to  concepts 
consistent  with  social 
responsibility  and  equi¬ 
ty.  The  new  Chronicle 
will  publish  with  a 
broader  base  of  public 
equity  participation. 
The  public  will,  in  due 
time,  be  invited  to  buy 
shares  in  the  Chronicle 
in  order  to  democratize 
its  base.  Under  present 
government  policy,  any 
group  of  Filipino 
citizens  may  publish  a 
newspaper  to  give 
meaning  to  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  commitment  to 
press  freedom. 
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BELTRAN  ON  PHILCOA,  PCGG,  PLDT  DEVELOPMENTS 

Manila  PHILIPPINE  DAILY  INQUIRER  in  English  19  Jun  86  p  4 

shoulder"  by  Louis  D.  Beltran:  "No  one  is  safe  from 


[Excerpt ] 


NOTABLE  NOTES:  Filipinos  com¬ 
ing  back  from  Los  Angeles  report  that 
Local  Governments  Minister  Aquilino 
Pimentel  was  in  LA,  occupying  the 
Presidential  Suite  of  the  Bonaventure 
Hotel,  one  T)f  that  city’s  best  hotels. 
That’s  a  long  distance  from  the  ma¬ 
yor’s  office  in  Cagayan  do  Oro  City 
certainly.  ^  .  Some  people  in  Mala- 
canang  are  saying  that  140  of  the 
members  of  the  Reform  the  AFP 
Movement  were  carried  on  the  pay¬ 
roll  of  the  Philippine  Coconut  Ad¬ 
ministration  (Philcoa)  as  security 
consultants.  That’s  an  unverified  re¬ 
port  which  could  be  part  of  the  de- 
stabilization  plan  against  Defense 
Minister  Juan  Poncc-Enrile.  The  idea 
is  apparently  to  force  Enrile  to  resign 
and  to  appoint  either  Deputy  Plime 
Minister  Rafael  Ileto  In  liis  place  or 
APT  Chief  of  Staff  General  Fidel 
Ramos.  Waiting  in  the  wings  is  Major- 
General  Jose  Magno,  currently  the 
most-ranking  officer  in  the  AFP  next 
to  Ramos.  If  this  battle  weren’t  so 
dangerous,  it  would  all  be  amusing.  . . 
One  of  the  Task  Force  members  for 
the  Cpjuangco-Floirendo  companies, 
i.uis  “Chito”  Lorenzo,  came  to  see 
us  to  explain  the  matter  of  the  huge 
salaries  and  allowances  which  tlie 
task  force  is  asking  frpm  the  seques¬ 
tered  companies.  Ix)rcnzo  says  the 
Task  Force  members  will  not  be  the 
OlCs  for  the  companies  but  profes¬ 


sional  managers  who  are '  certainly 
'worth  the  Pi 5, 000  each  will  get 
monthly.  Lorenzo  himself  says  that 
as  far  as  he  and  fellow  Task  Forcer 
Paul  Dominguez  are  corioefn^d’ what¬ 
ever'  salary  they  get  from  the  Task 
Force  wiU  go  towards  paying  their 
own  “volunteers”.  Lorenzo  and  Do¬ 
minguez  come  from  two  bf  the 
Wealthiest  families  in  Davao.  How¬ 
ever,  their  good  intentions  do  not 
change  the  question  of  morality 
involved  in  asking  for  money  from 
companies  wlilch  the  PCGG  itself 
is  investigating. , ,  .  The  ^  money  for 
those  investigations  should  come  from 
the  PSO-miUioil  budget  allotted  to 
the  PCGG  but  apparently,  up  to  now, 
only  Pi  .5-million  has  been  released  by 
tlie  Budget  Ministry. 

■  ■  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

,  .  Predictably,  the  old  Marcos  Cronies 
in  the  PLOT  were  re-elected  to  the 
board,  with  the  group  of  Alfonso  Yu- 
chengco  getting  some  seats.  Control, 
however,  will  revolve  in  the  hands  of 
tlie  same  Cojuaiigcos  who  brought  you 
the  worst  public  utility  in  Philippine 
history.  Two  directors,  however,  were 
the  cynosure  of  all  eyes.  PCGG  repre- 
senmtives  Ben^  Guingona  and  Mario 
LoCsiii  were  elected  by  the  sequestered 
shares  of  Ferdinand  Marcos  in  the 
hands  of  the  PCGG  —  according  to 
PCGG  Commissioners  Guingona  and 
Locsiii  are  therefore  presumed  to  be 
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working  on  the  basis  of  orders  from 
Mnlacanang.  Let  us  see  which  officers 
will  be  nominated  by  Guinpna  and 
Locsin  —  those  officers  willbcpre-- 
suined  to  have  the  imprimatur  of  the 
President  herself,  and  whatever  hap* 
pens,  she  must  take  direct  responsibi; 
lity.  The  story  is  that  Guingona  and 
Locsin  were  recommended  to  Cory 
by  the  PLOT  Cojuangcos,  making  the 
company  one  whole  happy  Family- 

run  corporation, 

e  41  ' 

Incidentally,  the  leader  of  the 
PCGG  Task  Force  isn’t  going  to  let 
matters  rest  with  the  PLDT,  which 
he  now  calls  the  PLDT  Railroad 
Company  as  a  result  of  the  stock¬ 
holders  meeting.  Sison  plans  to  take 
the  case  to  the  Tanodbayan,  along 
with  other  cases  he  may  file  before 
the  SEC  as  a  minority  stockholder.  It 
seems  that  some  $7-million  of  the 
PLDT’s  money  was  deposited  in  a 
Hongkong  bank  and  the  interest  sold 
to  Filipino  buyers.  The  money  paid 
was  in  turn  deposited  into  the  PER¬ 
SONAL  account  of  two  PLDT  offi¬ 
cials  —  who  then  gave  the  money  in 
the  form  of  contributions  to  then 
President  Marcos  and  his  wife.  By  the 
way,  as  an  interesting  footnote,  the 
PLDT  money  in  New  York  was  kept 
in  a  Citibank  branch  that  was  —  Voiia 
and  Behold  —  the  same  bank  where 
Ms.  Marcos  kept  her  money.  Con¬ 
venient  for  all  concerned,  right? 
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DAVAO  COLUMNIST  LAUDS  MARCOS,  HITS  "POLITICAL  ENEMIES". 

Davao  City  DAVAO  STAR  in  English  26-29  Jun  86  p  2 

["What  are  we  in  power  for?"  by  Jose  M.  Santes;  "President  Marcos  is  the  real 
true  leader"] 

[Text]  It  is  hypocritical,  deceit,  pretentious  and  upatriotic  to 

say  that  the  country  was  brought  back  to  the  people.  This  was 
never  been  so.  The  cowards,  those  with  guilty  conscience,  and 
the  traitors  left  the  country  at  the  time  of  crises  when  their 
cnisadii^  was  needed  most,  fictitious  or  real.  Now  they  are 
back  in  vain. 

«  «  «  «  « 

It  is  also  wrong  to  say  that  democracy  was  returned  to 
the  people.  This  is  another  presumptous  pack  of  lies  and  hypo¬ 
crisy.  Nobody  was  deprived  of  his  liberty  except  the  enemies 
of  the  state;  they  be  criminal  elements,  the  subversives  and  un¬ 
principled.  I  had  my  own  trouble  in  Martial  Law  era.  Martial 
Law  was  very  good  to  well-meaning  citizens,  law-abiding  Fili¬ 
pinos  and  those  who  pursue  their  business  legtimately,  but  un¬ 
savory  to  the  criminal  elements  and  traitors  to  the  country, 
the  opportunists  and  corrupts  and  those  with  a  guilty  con¬ 
science. 

*  «  m  *  He 

I  had  my  own  trouble  during  Martial  Law.  More  than 
100  people  filed  libel  suits  against  me.  Some  took  advantage  of 
their  government  power.  Not  satisfied  of  filing  some  cases  in 
fiscal  offices  and  in  courts,  some  were  filed  in  the  local  mili¬ 
tary  tribunal  using  government  facilities.  Of  the  five  cases  filed 
against  me  in  the  military  Judge  Advocate  Government  Office 
(JAGO),  were  dismissed  immediately  after  thorough  investiga¬ 
tions.  I  did  not  employ  a  lawyer!  I  just  reasoned  on  my  own! 

One  case  lasted  six  days  of  eight  hours  a  day  investigation.  All 
cases  were  dismissed.  That  means  that  the  military  tribunal 
officers  are  just  honest  and  principled.  I  never  landed  in  the 
stockade  for  even  a  second.  That  proves  to  show  that  demo¬ 
cracy  was  veiy  much  alive  in  the  country  during  the  President 
Marcos  regime.  That  prove  to  show  that  as  far  as  the  military  is 
concerned,  once  the  accused  can  prove  his  point,  he  is  free  and 
nothing  to  fear.  Unlike  the  cowards  with  a  guilty  conscience 
had  to  leave  for  abroad  and  sell  the  Filipino  people,  the  coun¬ 
try  and  the  government  to  the  dogs. 

♦  ♦  ♦  4: 
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Despite  that  the  Federal  Judge  of  Hawaii  handed  down  a 
decision  to  allow  President  Ferdinand  £,  Marcos  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic  of  the  Philippines  the  return  of  his  personal  property  worth 
$7  million  dollars,  still  some  of  his  political  enemies  protested 
the  order  by  the  Hawaii  Federal  Court  the  release  of  the  pro¬ 
perties.  That  is  man  inhumanity  to  man.  This  is  true  to  a  coun¬ 
try  with  people  in  power  who  resort  to  black  propaganda,  cha¬ 
racter  assassination,  trial  by  publicity,  deceit,  treachery,  pack 
of  lies  and  communistic  designs.  What  1  heard,  President  Mar¬ 
cos  and  First  Lady  Imelda  Marcos  are  rationed  for  their  foods 
by  Filipino  compatriots  in  Hawaii  of  Christian  hearts. 

This  is  premeditated,  deliberate,  intentional  act  of 
murder,  and  I  hope,  the  54  million  Filipinos  will  condemn  this* 
kind  of  actuation. 

I|t  «  4c  4: 

To  my  mind.  President  Ferdinand  E.  Marcos,  is  the  real 
and  true  leader  of  the  Filipino  people  by  virtue  of  the  last 
electoral  result  of  which  all  law-abiding  citizens,  well-meaning 
citizens  and  those  who  pursue  their  business  legimately  went 
to  the  polling  precints  to  cast  their  votes.  They  wasted  their 
time,  money  and  efforts  to  exercise  the  democratic  suffrage 
on  the  basis  of  constitutional  mandate.  Millions  worked  hard 
for  the  re-election  of  President  Marcos  for  the  fourth  term. 
They  sacrificed  their  money,  time  and  effort  for  the  reelection 
of  President  Marcos  of  the  Philippines  with  firm  conviction 
that  President  ^5arcos  is  a  one  true  real  leadei“  of  the  country 
am!  Filipino  people  according  to  thenHj  Preside’  ' 

Marcos  is  the  best  Pte?i^-^eat  of  the  Philippine  r  ' 

[words  indistinct] 

/13104 

CSO:  4200/1232 


41 


iPRS^SEA^SG'^l^S 

6  August  198C 


PHILIPPINES 


CONSTANTINO  CRITICIZES  AGRICULTURE  MINISTER’S  POLICIES 
Quezon  City  ANG  PAHAYAGANG  MALAYA  in  English  18  Jun  86  p  4 


[Commentary  by  Renato  Constantino: 

[Text]  In  contrast  to  the  evolving  policies 
of  the  Aquino  government  on  agricul¬ 
ture,  several  natioiialist-orientecl 
groups  are  gearing  their  efforts  to 

reversing  theimported-input-dependent 

and  debt-fueled  agricultural  program 
of  the  Marcos  administration  that 
favored  transnational  agribusiness  and 
trading  corporations.  Masipag  (Mga 
Magsasaka  at  Siyentipiko  Tungo  sa 
Pagpapaunlad  ng  Agham  Pang-Agrikul- 
tura),  ACES  (Agency  for  Community 
Educational  Services),  'and  several 
social  fuid  natural  scientists  led  by  Dr. 
Burton  Ohate  favor  the  /return  to 
certain  indigenous  practices  and  are 
conducting  experiments  intended  to 
deliver  the  Filipino  farmer  from  per' 
petual  bondage. 

Their  activities  focus  on  alternatives 
to  chemical  fertilizers  and  pesticides 
and  the  return  to  the' planting  of  tra¬ 
ditional  seeds. 

Imported  chemicals  have  killed  the 
sources  of  additional  farmer  income 
and  food  like  fish  and  frogs,  leached 
the  soil,  polluted  the  rivers  and  des¬ 
troyed  the  nitrogen-fixing  bacteria 
that  produce  natural  fertilizers.  Far¬ 
mers  have  found  out  that  pesticides  do 
not  eradicate  pests  per  se.  Instead, 
they  tend  to  create  more  hardy  pests 
as  most  insects  gain  immunity  while 
others,  considered  harmless  before, 
turn  into  destructive  bugs. 
Inorganic  — or—  petro-chemical-bascd| 
materials  are  not  the  only  form  of 
farm  inputs.  Organic  materials  are 
cheaper  and  are  not  detrimental  to  the 
soil,  the  environment  or  man  him¬ 
self.  Wilde  the  use  of  organic  materials 
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may  not  result  in  farm  yields  as  high 
as  those  which  utilize  chemical  fer¬ 
tilizers,  financial  requirements  to  sup¬ 
port  organic  farming  are  much  less. 
Net  income  for  the  farmer  could 
therefore  be  higher.  In  fact  some 
organic  inputs  such  as  humus  from 
rice  straw  and  animal  manure  can  be 
acquired  not  only  cheaply  but  for 
free. 

Farmers  have  rediscovered  organic 
farming.  Southern  Cotabato  farmers 
have  found  that  azolla,  an  aquatic 
fern  which  supplements  protein 
content  in  animal  feed,  can  dso  be 
used  as  a  good  substitute  for  chemical 
fertilizers.  It  is  a  biological  source  of 
N-fertilizer. 

pr.  Hi T.  Castillo,  a  UP  agronomist, 
points  out  that  azolla  can  be  an.epono- 
mical  substitute  for  che^^i'e^V  fertili¬ 
zers.  Dr.  P.  C.  Payaw^^j.Uf  Los 
Banos  says  that  azolla  spores  can  be 
used  to  seed  several  hectares  of  rice 
land  at 'a  very  low  labV'c^lf? ^Unfor¬ 
tunately,  the  use  of  Sfiliar^riHs  not 
been  encouraged  since  Mi ''C'6uld  be  a 
major  competitor  of  the  N-chemical 
fertilizers  which  are  the  products  of 
transnationals. 

With  regard  to  pest  control,  posi¬ 
tive  Steps  have  been  taken  to  find  new 
ways  of  fighting  these  destructive  crea¬ 
tures.  A  search  has  been  initiated  to 
locate  the  natural  enemies  of  pests 
that  destroy  our  country’s  main 
agricultural  crops:  rice,  corn,  vege¬ 
tables  and  coconuts.  New  techniques 
pit  a  tiny  insect  against  the  country’s 
most  destructive  corn  pest,  the  Asian 
corn  borer.  Also  discovered  are  a 
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fungus  which  kills  the  larvae  of  the  co¬ 
conut  black  beetle  and  an  extract  from 
the  nceni  plant  that  controls  rice  pests. 
On  the  whole,  they  have  been  per¬ 
ceived  as  excellent  substitutes  for 
toxic  chemicals.  They  can  be  produced 
at  low  costs  even  at  the  barangay  level. 
And  best  of  all,  they  have  only  benign 
effects  on  human  beings,  animals  and 
the  general  environment. 

Animal  manure  is  now  the  subject 
of  renewed  interest  throughout  the 
country.  Livestock  farmers  are  happily 
deriving  extra  income  from  its  sale, 
for  it  is  an  effective,  readily  available 
and  cheap  fertilizer. 

Perhaps  tired  of  waiting  for  the  gov¬ 
ernment  to  wake  up  to  Jhe  fact  that 
appropriate  technologyy  will  not  be 
forthcoming  from  transnational  sec¬ 
tors,  critics  like  Dr.  Burton  Onate 
who  have  raised  very  valid  issues 
against  the  seed-fertilizer  technology 
developed  by  IRRI,  are  now  going  to 
put  up  alternative  centers  to  IRRI 
geared  to  using  traditional  rice  varieties 
which  are  not  dependent  on  imported 
chemical  inputs,.  According  to  ACES, 
progressive  .  fanners  and  scientists  will 
establish  thirteen  ininLtRRIs  in  actual 
farm  sites  .to  foster  farmer-scientist 
research  cooperation. 

Masipag  intends  to  develop  crop 
cultivars  and  breeds  which  are  less 
capital-intensive  and  less  dependent  on 
imported  inputs  than  the  present  IRRI 
crops.  Experiments  in  alternative 
inputs  like  organic  fertilizers  will  be 
conducted  so  that  cost  of  production 
of  rice  can  be  scaled  down.  Another 


objective  is  the  improvement  of  tra¬ 
ditional  varieties. 

Given  the  emphasis  on  agriculture 
of  the  Aquino  administration  and  its 
avowed  pro-Filipino  orientation,  it  is 
ironic  that  these  alternative  measures 
and  studies  appear  not  to  be  given 
priority  as  an  important  component  in 
the  country’s  agricultural  program. 
The  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  opted 
instead  to  help  farmers  by  reducing 
the  prices  of  the  imported  petro¬ 
chemical  based  farm  inputs  through 
a  reduction  of  taxes  on  tliese  pro¬ 
ducts. 

By  sacrificing  government  revenues 
and  placing  these  transnational  pro¬ 
ducts  within  the  reach  of  the  small  far¬ 
mer,  the  new  government  has  only 
promoted  increased  and  continued  de¬ 
pendence  on  foreign  products.  It  can¬ 
not  even  be  sure  that  the  TNG  produ¬ 
cers  of  these  farm  inputs  won’t  take 
advantage  of  the  tax  reduction  to  raise 
their  prices. 

The  much  publicized  campaign  pro¬ 
mise  to  be  the  opposite  of  the  Marcos 
administration  was  belied  by  Ministei 
Mitra  when  he  stated  in  a  recent  inter¬ 
view  that  “We  are  not  interested  in 
being  different  as  much  hs  in  being 
effective.  We  are  assuming  that  they 
(referring  to  his  predecessors  Arturo 
Tanco  and  Salvador  Escudero)  laid  a 
very  good  foundation  upon  which  we 
can  continue  building,” 

The  pro-people  posture  of  the 
Aquino  government  is  being  nulli¬ 
fied  by  policies  favoring  foreign  agri¬ 
business,  the  World  Bank  and  the  IMF. 
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CONCEPCION  MEETS  URBAN  POOR,  SCORNS  IMF /WORLD  BANK 

Davao  City  PERYODIKO  DABAW  in  English  24  May  86  pp  1,  6 

[Text]  Minister  of  Trade  and  Industry  Jose  Concepcion  yesterday  minced  no 
words  when  he  damned  the  IMF/World  Bank  before  spokesmen  of  some  3,000  urban 
poor  demonstrators  at  the  Central  Bank  building. 

Concepcion  had  gone  there  for  consultations  with  sectoral  groups  in  connection 
with  President  Aquino’s  visit  to  the  city,  when  he  saw  a  large  gathering  of 
placarS^^  representatives  massed  just  outside  the  iron-grilled  fence  bearing 


Concepcion  took  time  out  to 
talk  to  them  and  heard  their 
plaints,  including  their  grievances 
against  the  “imperialistic  activities” 
of  the  IMF  and  World  Bank.  The 
very  mention  of  IMF/World  Bank 
elicited  a  brief  outburst  from  Con¬ 
cepcion,  who  blurted  out,  “To  hell 
with  the  IMF/World  Bank!”  —  to 
the  approval  of  the  crowd. 

Saying  that  the  Aquino  adminis¬ 
tration  was  determined  to  promote 
national  economic  recovery  that  is 
anchored  on  nationalism,  the  minis¬ 
ter  said  that  the  2.2  billion-dollar 
interest  the  Philippines  owed  the 
IMF/WB  as  Interest  on  the  coun¬ 
try’s  staggering  loans  from  it  was 
too  high,  and  that  the  country 
could  afford  to  p^y  only  1  billion 
dollars, 

Ihe  difficulty  in  meeting  its 
obligations  to  the  IMF/WB  has 
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forced  the  country  to  seek  a  re¬ 
structuring  of  its  loans  in  order  to 
be^abl^e  to  pay  them  in  the  long  run, 
he  said. 

The  peaceful  demonstration  out¬ 
side  the  building  where  President 
Aquino  was  meeting  multisectoral 
groups  was  led  by  the  militant 
BAYAN,  with  the  demos  carrying 
placards  on  which  were  written 
their  grievances. 

Composed  of  workers,  farmers 
and  urban  poor  the  demos  articula¬ 
ted  their  long-time  cry  of  “down 
with  U.S.  imperialism”  and  for 
genuine  national  democracy. 

Among  their  demands  was  the 
total  revamp  of  the  ministry  of 
labor  and  employment  and  the 
NLRC,  a  stop  to  demolition  of 
squatters  shanties  and  relocation, 
the  expropriation  of  lands  In  favor 
of  the  occupants,  more  employ¬ 
ment  and  assurance  that  the  home¬ 
less  will  be  given  adequate  shelter. 
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IMPACT  OF  RETURNING  OVERSEAS  WORKERS  ON  UNEMPLOYMENT 


Dlpolog  City  THE  MINDANAO  OBSERVER 

[Article  by  DEPTHnews:  "Returning 
unemployed"] 

[Text]  Permanentlyreturning  over- 
seas  contract  workers  add  to 
the  Aquino  government’s  prob* 

1cm  of  devising  means  to  ^se 
tlie  nation’s  chronic  unemploy¬ 
ment  situation. 

The  returnees  further  swell 
ranks  of  the  ariemployment 
because  they  could  not  imme¬ 
diately  find,  local  jobs  except 
for  those  , highly  specialized 
skills  happen  to'  be  In  de¬ 
mand. 

They  also  represent  ah  addi¬ 
tional  layer  to  the  social  {dis¬ 
content ‘being  generated  by  the 
unemployment .  problem  in  the 
sense  that  their  former  high- 
paying  jobs  enabled  ,  improve¬ 
ments  in  their  families’  living 
conditions  and  such  "‘good 
items’*  have  now  ended. 

Calling  attention  to,  the  pro¬ 
blem  are  middle  echelon  labor 
ministry  officials  who  disclos" 
ed  that  the  new  government 
*  still  has  to  develop  an  approach 
to  the  plight  of  returning 
workers, 

REDEPLOYMENT. 

They  said  the  problem  Is  how 
to  redeploy  the  returnees  local¬ 
ly  in  the  face  of  a  dearth  of 


in  English  26  May  86  p  5 
overseas  workers  swell  ranks  of 

local  employment  opportunities 
because  of  the  ongoing  nation¬ 
al  economic  crisis. 

There  Is  as  yet  no  accurate 
ministry  count  of  workers  who 
have  returned  in  the  past  two 
years  nor  is  there  a  projection 
on  the  number  of  those  coming 
home  this  year  and  the  next, 
according  tb  the  officials. 

Based  on  rapid  constriction 
;o!;  the  iMiddle  East  labor  mar¬ 
ket  for.  expatriate  workers,  the 
of f icialg ;  said  the  expectation 
is  that  4  larger  numbers  of  Fi- 
lipinip  contract  laborers- in  the 
oil-exporting  Arab  countries 
will  lose  their  jobs  there  this 
year  and  the  following  years. 

They  added  ttiat  -local  re¬ 
cruitment  for  overseas  work 
will  likewise  taper  off  since  the 
crasti  in.  world  oil  prices  would 
compel  the  Arab  nations  to 
further  cut  down  on  construc¬ 
tion .  projects  that.  require  im¬ 
ported  labor 

Narrowing  of  the  Middle 
East  labor  market  started  In 
the  early  1980s  and  such  a  de¬ 
velopment  Is  forecast  to  con- 
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tiruic  for  the  rest  of  the  de¬ 
cade  unless  world  oil  prices 
recover  to  again  shower  the 
exporters  with  excess  petro- 
dolIars»  ministry  officials  said. 

TIic  official  cited  ministry 
records  which  show  that  out¬ 
flow  of  Filipino  workers  to  the 
Middle  East  labor  market  has 
been  progressively  declining  in 
the  past  four  years,  llic  records 
show  that  land-based  workers 
placed  jti  i984  were  2.4%  less 
than  in  1983. 

Started  in. the  mid-70s  by  the 
deposed  Marcos  government, 
the  export  of  Filipino  labor 
helped  case  the  nation’s  unem¬ 
ployment  problem  and  at  the 
same  time  provided  the  gov* 
ernnicnt  with  a  source  of  need¬ 
ed  foreign  exchange. 

Earnings  sent  home  by  the 
exported  laborers  *n  the  past 
— 10-year  period  are  estimated  to 
have  amounted  over  a  billion 
dollars  although  no  exact  fi¬ 
gures  arc  immediately  availa¬ 
ble. 

I5>Sl’ES.  ITic  labor  export  po¬ 
licy  has  its  economic  and  so¬ 
cial  costs  as  pointed  out  by 
both  defenders  and  critics  of 
the  policy  and  such  issues  are 
among  those  awaiting  resolu¬ 
tion  as  the  Aquino  government 
takes  over  direction  of  the 
country’s  employment  situa¬ 
tion. 

'  Among  the  issues  listed  by 
ministry  officials  are: 

^  Adoption  of  policies  and 
pregrans  of  action  that 
would  facilitate  reentry  and 
reintegration  of  returning  mig¬ 
rant  workers  into  the  family 


community  and  local  labor 

mirket'^ 

♦  How  to  tap  the  returnees 
who  represent  skilled  portion 
of  the  national  work  force,  as 
contributors  to  ’national  econo¬ 
mic  productivity  is  identified 
by<  the  experts  as  one  of  the 
imperatives  in  turning  the  ailing 
economy  around. 

*  Different  and  relatively 
better' pay  and  working  condi-, 
tibns  abroad  have  raised  the 
workers*  job  aspirations  anrf 
income  expectations  as  sliown 
by  ah  increasing  number  of 
cases  wherein  former  contract 
laborers  turned  down  local 
employment  opportunities  be¬ 
cause  of  the  low  pay  offered. 

Bulk  of  the  nation’s  over¬ 
seas  workers  arc  skilled  '  in 
construcilon  work.  Such  an  in¬ 
dustry  is  moribund  domesti¬ 
cally  because  of  the  economic 
crislsi  In  other words,  there 
are  jobs  for  them  locally,  . 

♦  Previous  studies  have  shown 
that  savings  of  overseas  work¬ 
ers  arc  not  used  for  mdrd  pro¬ 
ductive  *  purposes,  such  as  ca¬ 
pital  for  self-employment  at 
home  when  their  •  work  con¬ 
tracts  abroad  terminate. 

Starting  in  1975,  Filipinos 
who  tjaye  '  gone  abroad  for 
work  contracts  .  totaled 
over  two  million^  ministry  of¬ 
ficials  reported^.  Such  a  num¬ 
ber  included  those  who  were 
.employed  In  the  Middle  East 
, nations,  and  other  regions  but 
not  the  permanent  migrants. 

The  officials  pointed  .out 
further  that  the  Philippines  ig 
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not  alone  in  , facing  the  return* 
|ng  migrant  workers  problem 
since  the  same  confronts 
India,  Pakistan,  Bangladesh, 
Thailand,  South  Korea,  China 
and  Taiwan  which  are  the  ma-^ 
jor  suppliers  of  the  .Middle 
East  libor  market. 

There  arc  no  easy  solution? 
to  the  problem  as  found  by 
study  conducted  by  the  Bang*, 
kok-based  United  '  Nations 
Economic  and  Social  Commis¬ 
sion  for  Asia  and  the  Pacific 
(ESCAP)* 

What  can  be  done  Is  for  nal- 
ional  governments  concern^ 
to  evolve  policies  that  will 
reintegrate  the  returning 
workers  into  the  domestic  la¬ 
bor  market  as  efficiently’  And 
painlessly  as  possible;  ESCAP 
advised’  —  Depthnew® 
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CENSUS  STUDY  VIEWS  RURAL  MIGRATION  TO  ^^ANILA 

Dipolog  City  THE  MINDANAO  OBSERVER  in  English  2  Jun  86  p  3 

[Article  by  DEPTHnews:  " 'Hearthbreak  city’  warning  ignored"] 


[Text]  Metro  Manila  continues  to 
be  the  destination  of  major ityt 
cf  rural  folk  who  yearly  decide 
to  move  to  other  places,  in  thet 
country. 

The  trend  has  been  constant 
in  the  past  10  years.  Inflow  of 
rural  migrants  to  the  city,  area 
during  the  first  half  of  the 
198Qs  is  conservatively'  esti¬ 
mated  at  1 50,000  each  year. 

This  latest  insight  into  the: 
seemingly  never'^ending  popula-- 
tion  congestion*  In  Metro;'  Ma¬ 
nila  is  provided  by  a  National 
Census  and:  Statistics  Office 
study  on  intra-regional .  migran- 
tion  trends  in  the  nation. 

The  rural-to-urban  flow 
restates  earlier  findings  thatf 
government  efforts  at  country¬ 
side  development  are  still  to 
attain  levels  where  they  can 
effectively  arrest  the  migration 
trend. 

F.ccnomic  need  is  the  main 
reason  for  rural  folk  uprooting 
themselves  and  taking  chances 
in  tile  city-  despite  prior  in  for- 
mation  that  they  are  better 
off  wlicre  they  arc  or  that  more 
heartbreaks  are  in  store  for 
them;  Ihc  study  indicated. 


NCSO  also  found  that  med- 
iiaiT.j  age:  of?  in-migrants  to  the 
city  is*  22-2  years  with  females 
as.  ther  predominant  majority. 

Female  in-migrants  are  classr 
ified*  by  the  study  into  stud¬ 
ents,,  those  in'  the  service  occu¬ 
pations  and:  those  joining  rela¬ 
tives  who  have  successfully 
settled:  in  the  city. 

Thirteen  provinces  are  iden-i 
tif iedr  by "  the  study  as  major: 
contributoirs'  to  the  migration’ 
flow’  ta  the  city.  They  aref 
Pingasinan,'  Bulaoan;  Pampanga* 
Batangas,  Laguna,  Quezon,  Ah 
bay;.  Gamarines  Sur,  Iloilo,  Ce¬ 
bu;'  Negros  Occidental/  Leyte 
and  Samar. 

Oh  the  regional  basis,  NCSO 
said  bulk  of  the  migrants  come 
from  Southern  Tagalog;  Ijocos, 
Centra-l  Luzon,  Bicol,  Eastern 
Visayas.  and  Western  Visayas. 

The  agency  indicated  that 
the'  regional  and  provincial 
sources  of  migrants  to  Metro 
Manila  suggest'  what  kind  of 
socio-economic  development  is 
going  on  in  those  areas. 

NCSO  ;  further  adverted  to 
national  and  international  stud- 
ies.on:  demographic  trends  which 
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ruGgost  I’liat  government  bias 
for  (he  urban  areas  in  devdop- 
nicnt  is  causing  lopsided  popu¬ 
lation  distribution. 

In  its  report  on  the  global 
population  situation  in  1985,  tlie 
United  Nations  Fund  for  Po- 
piilation  Activities  called  at¬ 
tention  of  all  governments,  par¬ 
ticularly  those  of  Third  World 
nations  with  high  annual  popu¬ 
lation  growth,  to  the  problem 
of  congested  cities. 

UNFPA  Director  General 
Rafael  M.  Salas  specifically 
cited  a  development  which  con¬ 
verts  the  cities  from  dynamos 
to  economic  growth  into  cardr 
board  conglomerations  represr 
enting  urban  misery. 

A  reflection  of  the  Salas 
underscoring  is,  the  estimate 
that  for  every  10  Metro  Mani- 
lans  today,  at  least  three  to 
four  reside  in  slum  or  squatter 
areas  v^here  basic  needs  to  en¬ 
able  decent  living  are  absent, 
such  as  adequate  shelter,  live¬ 
lihood  opportunities,  educatibn- 
al  and  health  care  facilities: 

The  National  Economic  and 
Development  Authority  (NEi 
,  DA),  mother  agency  of  NCSO-^ 
projected  a  Metro  Manilat  pop¬ 
ulation  of  6.9  million  as  of 
1985  which  is  expected  to*  in¬ 
crease  to  7.8  milion  by  1990 
and  further  to  9.5  million:  by 
the  turn  of  the  century  which 
is  just  years  away, 

Projected  increase  in  Metro 
Manila’s  population  in  the 
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years  ahead  underscores  the 
fact  that  majority  of  residents 
or  the  low-income  will  suffer 
further  deterioration  in  living 
condition  unless  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  able  to  modernize  and 
expand  basic  services. 

While  in-migration  is  the 
dominant  population  develop¬ 
ment  in  Metro  Manila,  the 
NCSO  study  found  that  outmi¬ 
gration  is  also  going  on.  Those 
leaving  the  city  for  provinces 
in  various  parts  of  the  country 
consist  mostly  of  former  im¬ 
migrants  whose  median  age  is 
24.7  years  or  older  than  their 
opposite  number. 

NCSO  said  outmigrants  are 
usually  females  who  went  to 
Manila  at  younger  ages  and 
decided  to  return  to  their  rural 
places  of  origin  for  various 
reasons. 

Thci  study,  also,  noted*,  that, 
most  of  those  who  quit-thle' 
Metro  Manila  area  make  for 
the  provinces  of  Cavite,  Rizal, 
Bulacan  and  Laguna^  implying 
that,  such :  movement  is  not 
really  outmigration  biifc  what 
could  r  ber  described  as*  a-  city? 
population  spilbown  to*  adja¬ 
cent  provinces-  at  *  a  result:  of 
aver-congestion?;. 

NCSO.  described  result*^  of 
its-  study  giving  fresh  em¬ 
phasis  to  the  need  for  the 
government  to  rcstudy  ita  ■  pop¬ 
ulation  -policies;  ipecially  m 
the  area*  of  a  more  even  distri¬ 
bution  of*  the  national  popula¬ 
tion.  —  DEPTHnewg 
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PHILIPPINES 


CENTRAL  BANK  GOVERNOR’S  REPORT  SEEKS  MIDDLE  COURSE 
Manila  MANILA  BULLETIN  in  English  14  Jun  86  p  21 
[Article  by  Juanito  Concepcion] 

[Text ] 


^  U  i  8*a‘g' f  e  61m  e  n  t  s 
within  the  Aquino 
administration  on 
how  various  economic 
problems  confronting 
the  country,  like  how 
the  payment  of  huge 
foreign  debts  could  be 
handled  appear  to  be 
deteriorating. 

Central  Bank  Gov¬ 
ernor  Jose  B.  Fernan¬ 
dez,  in  his  first  quar¬ 
ter  report  on  the 
financial  and  econo¬ 
mic  developments, 
told  President  Cora- 
zon  C.  Aquino  that 
the  greatest  problems 
facing  the  country  to¬ 
day  could  come  from 
inaction  on  one  hand 
or  extreme  action  on 
the  other. 

"There  is  a  need  to 
steer  a  cautious  mid¬ 
dle  course  both  in 
domestic  economic 
policies  and  in  exter¬ 
nal  relations.  The 
country  must  particu¬ 
larly  avoid  actions 
which  could  inevit¬ 
ably  lead  to  economic 
isolation,”  Fernandez 
said. 

He  made  the  state¬ 
ments  apparently  to 


contest  the  selective 
debt  repudiation 
being  espoused  by 
Economic  Planning 
Minister  Solita  Mon¬ 
sod  and  other  popul¬ 
ist  members  of  thq 
Cabinet,  a  controver¬ 
sial  posture  which 
has  elicited  adverse 
reactions  from  fore¬ 
ign  and  some  local 
bankers  in  Manila. 

A  number  of  fore¬ 
ign  and  local  bankers 
have  earlier  said  that 
a  selective  repudia¬ 
tion  of  the  country's 
foreign  debts  could 
adversely  affect  res- 
tructuring  of  the 
country's  foreign 
debts  and  may 
prompt  various  coun¬ 
tries  to  deal  only  a 
cash  basis  with  the 
Philippines  in  trade 
transactions. 

The  populist  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Cabinet, 
however,  maintain 
that  the  government 
could  have  moral  and 
legal  grounds  for  re¬ 
pudiating  or  disen¬ 
gaging  from  certain 
foreign  debts,  the 
availment  of  which 


might  have  involved 
fraud  and  other  ques¬ 
tionable  practices. 

A  number  of  loans 
obtained  to  finance 
the  construction  of 
the  $2.3  billion  Ba¬ 
taan  nuclear  plant 
had  been  cited  as 
likely  targets  of  re¬ 
pudiation  through 
litigation. 

The  delicateness  of 
the  selective  debt  re¬ 
pudiation  issue  and 
its  possible  adverse 
consequences  has 
prompted  Finance 
Minister  Jaime  V. 
Ongpin  to  suggest 
during  a  recent 
Cabinet  meeting  to 
work  out  the  problem 
of  fraud-stricken 
loans  quietly  instead 
of  an  aggressive  post¬ 
ure  that  could  put  the 
country's  foreign  cre¬ 
ditors  in  a  defensive 
position. 

Fernandez  said 
that  the  posture  of 
avoiding  actions  that 
could  lead  to  econo¬ 
mic  isolation  **is  not 
necessarily  synony¬ 
mous  with  the  sur-' 
render  of  sovereignty 
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or  the  meek  accept*, 
ance  of  economic- 
]weakne88  ”  J 

”We  must  define 
for  ourselves  our  own, 
parameters  for  en-, 
lightened  self- 
interest,”  he  added.  ^ 

The  statements  are- 
apparently  aimed  at 
placating  the  populist 
members  of  the^ 
Cabinet  who  espouse 
selective  debt  re¬ 
pudiation  due  tOt 
strong  nationalisticr 
sentiments.  ‘  * 

Fernandez,  when^^ 
asked  to.  comment  on" 
the  proposed  debt  re-i 
pudiation,  earlier^ 
said  the  government* 
ultimately  should! 
have  a  single  policy 
on  the  repayment  .ofi^ 
foreign  debts.  *  ' 
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AUDIT  CHAIRMAN  OPPOSES  NEW  WAGE  POLICY 

Quezon  City  ANG  PAHAYAGANG  MALAYA  in  English  15  Jun  86  p  2 


[Text]  governments  policy  of  non-in¬ 

tervention  in  fixing  the  minimum  wage 
••is  a  dangerous  policy”  which  could, 
deepen  the  poverties  of  labor  without  - 
generating  more  employment,  Com¬ 
mission  on  Audit  chairman  Teofisto 
Guingona  said. 

Guingona  issued  the  statement  in 
reaction  to  the  proposed  Program  for 
Economic  Recovery  taken  up  during 
the  last  Cabinet  meeting.  The  Aquino 
government  is  planning  to  maintain  a 
policy  of  not  intervening  in  setting  the 
minimum  wage. 

Labor  Minister  Augusto  Sanchez  has 
said  the  government  will  not  issue  any 
wage  orders  for  the  year,  but  will  work 
on  lowering  the  prices  of  basic  goods. 

Guingona  said  this  policy  will  not 
only  fail  in  giving  adequate  compen¬ 
sation  to  the  workers  but  will  ••also 
widen  the  social  gap  between  rich  and 
poor.”  ♦ 

He  said  despite  minimum  vvage, 
almost  50  per  cent  of  Metro  Manila 
companies  pay  lower  rates  -  some  as 


low  as  P8  a  day  -*  ‘•when  the  cost  of 
living  for  a  family  of  six  is  already 
PllOaday.” 

••This  government  is  committed  to  a 
just  wage.  If  we  leave  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  wages  to  market  forces,  those 
who  are  unskilled  will  either  remain 
recipients  of  very  low  wages  or  be 
displaced  by  machines  and  technolo¬ 
gy,”  Guingona  said. 

He  said  the  unequal  competition  of 
labor  in  a  free  enterprise  economy  “is 
open  to  grave  abuse.” 

He  said  less  than  30  per  cent  of  the 
labor  force  is  organized.  Among 
organized  workers,  “much  of  genuine 
leadership  for  the  true  interest  of  labor 
is  desired,”  he  said. 

“Experience  shows  that  low  wages 
will  not  necessarily  generate  niore 
jobs,”  Guingona  said.  He  said  business 
firms  are  not  averse  to  wage  fixing  or 
government  granting  protective  mea¬ 
sures  to  labor  •‘provided  the  rules  are 
clear  and  cogently  reasonable.”  -  Joey 
Salgado 
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PHILIPPINES 


MONETARY  BOARD  FINES  OFFICIALS  IN  1983  CURRENCY  VIOLATIONS 
Manila  MANILA  BULLETIN  in  English  15  Jun  86  p  25 


[Text] 

The  policy-making 
Monetary  Board  of 
the  Central  Bank  has 
slapped  administra¬ 
tive  penalties  on  Mer¬ 
cedes  T.  Gotianun, 
former  chairman  and 
president  of  Family 
Bank  and  Trust  Co., 
and  another  former 
bank  officer  for 
alleged  violations  of 
two  CB  directives 
which  mandated  all 
commercial  banks  to 
surrender  all  their 
foreign  exchange  to 
the  CB  during  the 
height  of  the  foreign 
exchange  crisis  late 
in  1983. 

Gotianun  and 
Joseph  Yap,  her  son- 
in-law  and  former 
Family  Bank’s  vice 
president,  were  given 
penalties  amounting 
to  some  P500,6oO  for 
alleged  violations  in 
1984  of  CB  Circulars 
960  and  970. 

The  penalty  was 
contain^  in  Monet¬ 
ary  Board  resolution 
229  issued  last 
March. 

Gotianun,  who  sold 
in  mid-1984  her 
majority  holdings  in 
Family  Bank  to  the 
Bank  of  the  Philip¬ 
pine  Islands  for  some 


MOO  million,  howev¬ 
er,  denied  commit¬ 
ting  the  violations 
imputed  to  her  and 
Yap. 

Sycip,  Salazar, 
Feliciano  and  Her¬ 
nandez,  the  legal 
counsel  of  Gotianun 
and  Yap,  told  the 
Monetary  Board  in  a 
letter  that  their 
clients  were  not  given 
the  opportunity  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  due 
process  to  present 
any  evidence  to  con¬ 
test  the  charges  level¬ 
led  against  them. 

They,  also  said 
Gotianun  and  Yap 
were  no  longer  con¬ 
nected  with  Family 
Bank  at  the  time  the 
investigation  was 
conduct^  by  CB  ex¬ 
aminers. 

A  reinvestigation 
of  the  case  was 
sought  by  the  legal 
counsel  of  Gotianun 
and  Yap  to  enable  the 
latter  to  present  evi¬ 
dence  in  their  de¬ 
fense. 

It  was  learned  that 
the  alleged  violation 
of  Gotianun  and  Yap 
arose  from  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  some  $3  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  liquida¬ 


tion  late  in  1984  of 
the  letter  of  credit 
opened  by  Delta 
Motor  Corp.  to  import 
its  completely  knock¬ 
ed  down  (CKD)  packs 
from  Japan. 

Sources  said  the 
.usance  LC  was  issued 
by  Family  Bank  in 
mid-i983  prior  to  the 
declaration  by  the 
government  of  a 
moratorium  on  the 
payment  of  all  fore¬ 
ign  debts  in  October 
of  that  year.  It  was 
shortly  after  this 
moratorium  that  the 
CB  r^uired  all  com¬ 
mercial  banks  to  sur¬ 
render  to  the  CB  all 
their  foreign  ex¬ 
change  holdings. 

Because  the  usance 
LC  of  Delta  was 
drawn  early  in  1984, 
Family  Bank  bought 
dollars  from  the 
blackmarket  to  cover 
ite  foi^ign  exchange 
liability  involving 
the  LC  issued  by  the 
bank  for  Delta. 

The  Monetary 
Board,  to  date,  has. 
not  yet  acted  favor¬ 
ably  on  the  request  of 
Gotianun  and  Yap  for 
a  reinvestigation  of 
the  case  levelled 
against  them. 
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ENRILE  IDENTIFIES’  THREE  CLANDESTINE  COMMUNIST  BUREAUS 
Cebu  City  SUN  STAR  DAILY  in  English  26  Jun  86  pp  15,  19 


[Text]  Defense  Minister  Juan 
Ponce  Emile  today  identified 
three  communist  bureaus 
working  clandestinely  in  the 
labor,  youth  and  peasant  sec¬ 
tors  for  the  underground 
movement.  . 

These  are  the  trade  union 
bureau  under  the  National 
Commission  for  Mass  Move¬ 
ment  of  the  Communist  Party 
of  the  Philippines  (CPP),  tiie 
youth  bureau,  and  the  pea¬ 
sant  bureau,  Emile  said. 

The  youth  and  peasant 
bureau  operate  alongside  with 
the  trade  union  bureau,  En- 
rile  said  in  a  speech  before 
the  Personnel  Management 
Association  of  the  Philippines 
at  the  Manila  Hotel. 

The  association  had  some  • 
800  member-firms  represei^t- 
ing  a  broad  section  of  ^e  pri¬ 
vate  sector  employing  more 
than  a  million  workers. 
LEVERS 

Emile  said  all  the  three 
communist  units  are  consi¬ 
dered  the  main  levers  of  the. 
underground  movement.* 

But  the  trade  union  bu¬ 
reau  is  considered  the 
vanguard  by  the  CPP  because 
it  is  the  one  in  proximate 
conflict  with  the  capitalist 
sector. 

The  exploitation  of  this 
conflict  -  for  admittedly, 
there  is  an  inherent  conflict 


between  labor  and  capital 
within  our  economic  system 
—  is  considered  the  most 
important  element  in  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  a  Marxist  revolution, 
Emile  said. 

Tlie  defense  minister  said 
it  is  understandable  that  the 
CPP  gives  more  importance 
to  its  sustained  infiltration 
and  exploitation  of  the  labor 
sector  in  the^  pursuit  of  the 
jevolutionaryigoal. 

Emile  cut  short,  however, 
in  giving  details  on  the  acti¬ 
vities  of  these  communist 
labor  fronts  because  of  their 
confidentiality. 

But  Emile  said,  the  de-" 
fense  ministry  is  ready  to  re¬ 
lease  such  information  to  le-' 
gitimate  management  group 
on  a  confidential  basis. 

The  preservation  '  of  our 
free  enterprise  system  against 
the  agents  of  subversion  and 
insurgency  is  a  duty  tliat  is 
equaUy  shared  by  both  the. 
govenunent  and  the  private 
.sector,  Enrile  said. 

He  ^d  the  position  of 
the  defense  ministry  on  lef- 
tis't  infiltration  of  the  labor, 
sector  should  not ,  be  mis¬ 
construed  with  suspension  or 
disfavored. 

He.,  also  thanked  the 
business  sector  for  sharing 
intelligence  information  to. 
the  military.  .  0*NA) 
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6  August  1986 


PHILIPPINES 


BISHOP  FORTICH  DISCUSSES  CEASEFIRE  EFFORTS 


Cebu  City  SUN  STAR  DAILY  In  English  26  Jun  86  p  2 


[Article;  "Bishop  Favors  Province  By  Province  Peace  Talks”] 


[Text]  Bacolod  Bishop  Msgr.  An¬ 
tonio  Fortich  ybst^day  sidd 
he  is  in  faror  of  “province- 
to-provincc”  peace  talks  with 
Communist  rebels  becaiise 
on-going  ceasefire  negotia- 
tioni  for  the  whole  country 
between  President  Aquino 
and  top  rebel  leaders  “wBl 
take  long”, 

Fortich  cited  Negros  Is¬ 
land  as  an  example  where 
(local-level  talks  may  succeed. 

He  said  top-ranking  Negros 
CCP-NPA  have  asked  him  to 
convey  to  President  Aquino  „ 
their  immediate  need  tq  be 
able  to  use  or  buy  ati  low  ^  ■ 
rates  sugarcane  land  seques- 
tered  by  the  government, 
among  others. 

Fortich,  speaking  to  loc^ 
newsmen,  said  some  degree  of 
land  reform-  could  be  imme¬ 
diately  worked  out  as  an  ini¬ 
tial  step  towards  a  “meaning¬ 


ful  ceasefire”  in  Negros 
Island. 

UNSTABLE 

“Now  there  is  a  wide  spaed 
for  freedom,  biit,  not  yet,  for 
their  livelihood,”  Fortich  ssdd 
in  a  position  paper  resulting 
from  secret  talks  with  tpp- 
echeion  Negros  rebel  leaders 
in  8  special  plenum  last  June 
9. 

The  72-year-old  church 
official  said  the  rebel  leaders 
expressed  their  desire  to  co> 
operate  with  Aqufno^s  gp- 
vemment. 

But  he  added  they  .were 
“frank  enough”  to  say  they 
were  not  ready  to  lay  down 
their  arms  because  they,  felt 
Aquino’s  government  is  stiU 
“unstable.”  Fortich  said  they 
did  not  elaborate  on  their 
reasons  behind  this  assess¬ 
ment,  ,  EGM 
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PHILIPPINES 


DAVAO  PAPER  PRINTS  NPA  ANALYSIS  OF  PEACE,  ORDER  BREAKDOWN 
Davao  City  THE  MINDANAO  STANDARD  in  English  18-24  May  86  pp  1,  6 
[Article  by;  The  New  People’s  Army] 


[Text]  Two  months  after  Corazon 
Aquino  assumed  office  as  presi¬ 
dent,  the  country s  peace  and 
order  situation  still  remains  a 
serious  problem.  In  Davao  City, 
even  under  the  new  leadership 
of  the  City  Mayor  Zafiro  Res- 
picio  and  the  Metrodiscom 

Commander  Lt.  Col.  Jesus 
Magno,  the  alarming  proportion 
of  crimes  affectinf^  the  citizenry 
have  become  a  burnino-  issue, 
posing  a  major  challenge  to 
the  new  administration. 

The  current  peace  and  order 
problem  of  Davao  City  liaji 
three  features  (a)  widespread 
cases  of  robbery,  hold-up.  theft, 
and  extortion  attributed  to  the 
Baun  Gang,  Celeste  Gang, 
Buang  Gang  and  Alsa  Masa  (b) 
on-going  insurgency  situation, 
(c)  response  reaction  from  the 
civil  authorities  and  the  military 
to  the  present  local  problems. 

While  there  are  varied  ana¬ 
lysis  of  the  ‘siituation,  the  fact 
remains  that  case.?  of  extortion, 
hold-up,  robbery  and  even  cold- 
blood  killings  are  on  the  rise. 
From  the  month  of  January  to 
May  there  were  loi  killing,  34 
salvaging,  I2  instances  of  hold¬ 
up  and  robbery  while  there  were 
onl3'  3  NPA  ambushes.  In  con¬ 
trast  to  the  rise  of  common 
crimes,  the  NPA  tactical  offen¬ 
sives  were  launched  on  a  highly 
selective  and  limited  niimben 


The  Metrodiscom  Commander, 
J.t.  CoL-Jesus  Magno  tackles 
this  problem  with  a  stepped  up 
police  work  such  as  foot  patrol 
and  mobile  patrol.  He  has  put 
up  a  police  station  in  Agdao,  and 
plans  to  organize  Barangay  Ta- 
nods  (Mindanao  Daily  Mirror 
April  1986).  RUC's  Col  Romeo 
Rccina  came  out  with  an  Infor¬ 
mation  that  83  fresh  graduates! 
of  the  Police  Force  from  the 
first  batch  have  been  assigned 
to  patrol  duty.  From  the  second 
hatch  fifty  more  will  be  added 
to  the  force. 

RISE  OF  COMMON 
CRIME  AND  THE  ALSA 
MASA  SCHEME 

For  the  past  weeks,  our  local 
dailies  featured  cases  of  robbery, 
hold-up  and  extortion,  victimil 
zing  businessmen,  jeepney  dri¬ 
vers,  passengers,  the  poor  as  well 
as  residents  of  subdivisions.  Ar¬ 
med  with  handguns  and  high 
powered  rifles  these  criminal 
elements  have  become  increas- 
ingly  aggressive.  Facts  point  to 
the  Bauh  Gang,  Celeste.  Gang, 
Buang  Gang  and  other  groups 
as  responsible  for  the  above 
mentioned  modus  operand!.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Ruel  Sabagala  the 
self-proclaimed  leader  of  Baun 
Gang  a  statement  he  m^ade  on 
the  air.  their  group  was  former! 
and  organized  with  the  primary 
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objective  of  liquidating:  the 
NPAs.  He  admitted  that  the 
Baun  Gang  also  engages  in  lum- 
f)en  and  anti-social  activities. 
"Hie  testimony  of  some  elements 
belonging  to  the  Baun  Gang, 
who  surrendered  to  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  unit  during  the  Marcos 
regime,  bare  out  the  fact  that 
Gol.  Nelson  Estates,  the  head 
of  R2  Intelligence  Unit  of  the 
Fbilippine  Constabulary  issued 
fire  arms  to  them.  The  members 
of  these  gang  used  to  report  re  • 
gularly^to  the  former  Metrodis- 
coni  Chief  Col  Laudemer  Ka- 
luilugan  at  the  PC  Barracks, 
Witnesses  including  political 
detainees  testified  to  the  vera¬ 
city  of  thi.s  information.  Lately, 
one  named  Capt.  Tomas  Poma- 
da  of  RUC  has  been  implicated 
to  these  gangs.  Lt.  Col  Jesus 
Magno  himself  admitted  that 
the  Baun  Gang  and  Celeste 
(jang  were  organized  by  Major 
Cesar  Elinzano  for  the  purpose 
of  eliminating  the  Sparrow 
Unit> 

Recent  creation  of  the  .mili¬ 
tary  is  a  para-military  unit 
known  as  the  ^^Alsa  Masa,”  At 
one  time,  word  spread  in  Agdao 
that  this  group  was  led  by  the 
deceased  Barangay  Captain 
*’Babv’’  Aquino  who  manipula¬ 
ted  and  tested  out  how  ‘'People 
Power’'  would  work  in  some 
areas  in  Agdao  namely,  Gotam- 
co.  Together  w’ith  military  ele¬ 
ments  some  members  of  thin 
group  based  in  Gotamco  waged 
^  black  propaganda  campaign 
against  the  NPA.  On  May  Ji 
some  elements  of  Agdao  Police 
field  force  together  with  2  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Alsa  Masa  went  to 
the  tricycle  terminal  in  Agdao 
and  approached  the  tricycle 
drivers.  The  drivers  were  invi¬ 
ted  to  the  police  headcjuartcrs 
near  the  Agdao  market.  They 
were  told  that 'Barangay  Capt. 
Castillo  wanted  a  dialogue  with 
all  tricycle  drivers,  the  purpose 
of  which  was  to  transfer  their 
terminal  site  due  to  the  infor¬ 
mation  they  gathered  that  these' 


drivers  were  giving  contribu¬ 
tions  to  tlie  NPA. 

The  above  mentioned  data 
prove  that  the  military  is  the. 
initiators  of  our  problems.. 
While  they  project  the  image  as 
crime  fighters  and  guardian  of 
peace  and  order  their  hidden 
schemes  belie  their  claims. 

THE  COUNTER-INSURGEN¬ 
CY  CAMPAIGN  DIRECTIVE 

The  Aquino  government 
sounded  its  call  for  national 
reconciliation  which  addresses 
the  revolutionary  forces  under 
the  banner  of  the  NDF-NPA. 
It  has  appealed  for  a  ceasefire* 
which  in  principle  has  to  be 
preceded  with  a  dialogue  and  a 
formal  agreement.  However,  the 
fascist  element  in  her  govern¬ 
ment  betrays  itself  by  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  Enrilc  and  Ramos, 
while  pretending  to  obey  and 
abide  by  this  policy,  in  fact,  has 
stepped  up  the  military's  coun¬ 
ter-insurgency  campaign  Ra¬ 
mos  stated:  “The  ceasefire  is 
not  an  AFP  policy"  and  argues 
that  the  CHDF  must  be  main¬ 
tained  (We  Forum  April  S-14, 
1986).  Ramos  is  playing  up  a 
false  need  for  an  increase  of 
militar}"  aid  for  the  maintenan¬ 
ce  of  a  bigger  force.  The  very 
act  of  sending  more  military 
troops  to  the  different  places  in 
the  archipelago  proves  the  in¬ 
sincerity  of  the  militarists  with¬ 
in  the  AFP,  who  are  bent  on 
waging  a  counter-insurgency 
drive. 

In  its  counter-insurgenev 
campaign,  the  fascist  military 
has  made  use  of  worn  out  tac, 
tics;  consisting  of  black  propa¬ 
ganda  in  many  and  varied  Jornis 
such  as  the  "Red  Scare.”  In 
whipping  up  an  anti-communist 
hysteria  and  by  spreading  false 
information  and  the  so-called 
“psychological  ground  work  the 
military  aims  to  isolate  the  re¬ 
volutionary  movement  from  the 
people.  Another  well-known  tac¬ 
tic  is  the  launching  of  tenoristic 
acts  which  the  military  attribu- 
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tes  to  the  NPA,  thereby  alie¬ 
nating  and  sowing  fear  in  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  the  people. 
The  so-called  OPLAN  Everlas¬ 
ting  of  the  Marcos-Ver  typified 
such  fascist  tactic, 

A  most  recent  example  of  the 
fascist  scheme  whipped  up  hy 
Ramos  is  the  allegation  that  the 
NPA  has  defied  the  call  for  a 
ceasefire.  He  has  played  up  the 
NPA  ambushes  in  the  national 
media.  An  analytical  observer 
would  surely  notice  that  the 
National  dailies’  have’ given  the 
NPA  tactical  offensives  the 
headlines  and  front  pages^  com¬ 
plete  with  blown  up  pictures. 
This  is  a  different  tactic  from 
the  Marcos  regime  where  NPA 
offensive  are  underplayed,  if  not 
completely  distorted  or  ‘'blacked 
out/’ 

During  the  past  weeks  the 
frantic  posture  of  the  AFP  is 
shown  as  we  read  the  national 
paper  on  the  vehemence  shown 
by  Rnrile^  towards  Human’ 
Rights  Chairman,  Jose  Diokno 
on  his  determined  effort  to  pur¬ 
sue  the  investigation  of  military 
abuses.  Dioicno’s  move  has 
placed  the  military  on  ihe  de¬ 
fensive  posture.  Py  blowing  up 
the  NPA  "atrocities”  the  AFP 
hopes  to  divert  the  mind  of  the 
public  from  its  past  and  present 
crimes-  Crude  though  this  tac¬ 
tic,  it  can  serve  as  a  cover-up 
and  at  the  same  time  create  a 
‘polished”  image  of  the  AFP. 

The  NDF-NPA  signified  its 
willingness  to  dialogue,  as  a  sign 
of  goodwill  towards,  the  new  ad¬ 
ministration-  Its  official  state¬ 
ment  was  published  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Dailies.  The  NDh-NPA 
official  position  was  clearly  ar¬ 
ticulated  by  Roily  Kintahar  of 
the  NPA  Military  Commission 
in  an  interview  by  Midweek  on 
April  30,  1986.  Kintanar  stated 
*We  arc  open  to  negotiations 
with  the  Aquino  government 
which  would  (hopefully)  lead 
to  a  ceasefire.”  A  ceasefire 
means  first-thexe  has  to  be  a 
cessation  of  hostilities,  zoning, 


strafing,,  massacre  and  bomb¬ 
ings.  In  other  words-a  bait  to 
all  military  operations  against 
the  NPA  while  the  NPA  stops 
its  attack  on  the  AFP/ But  what 
Enrile  and  Ramos  want  is  that 
we  lay  down  our  arms.  This  is 
an  unreasonable  condition,  for 
one  side  to  be  disarmed  while 
the  other  remained  armed  is  for 
us  tantamount  to  an  act  of  sur¬ 
render. 

At  the  moment  the  process 
of  choosing  emissaries  is  taking 
place  in  order  that  such  a  dialo¬ 
gue  can  take  place. 

In  the  absence  of  a  formal 
ceasefire  agreement,  the  Ak  P 
continue  to  launch  military  ope¬ 
rations,  using  military,  hard¬ 
wares  like  helicopter  gunships 
and  fighter-bomber  planes  for 
aerial  attacks  which  have  alrea¬ 
dy  wrought  great  destruction 
to  cmlians.  To  mention 
some  incidents  in  Da¬ 
vao  City,  after  the  February  22- 
25  revolt,  3  red  fighters  lost 
their  lives  in  a  raid  conducted 
bv  airborne  elements  of  the  ’A-j 
FP  in  San. Rafael'  Village  last 
March  16,  1986.  It  was  within 
that  period  that  the  military 
already  called  for  a  ceasefire. 
Ironically  in  this  raid  the  air¬ 
borne  elements  fired  the  first 
shot.  On  April  7,  1986,  a  res¬ 
ponsible  cadre  was  liquidated 
by  the  elements  of  the  Alsa  Ma- 
sa.  Contrary  to  the  claims  of 
the  AFP  that  the  NPA  Ignored 
the  call  of  Pres;  Aquino  for  re¬ 
conciliation,  after  the  Feb.  up¬ 
rising  the  NPA  tactical  offen¬ 
sive  were  highly  selective  and 
limited  in  recognition  and  res¬ 
pect  to  the  New  Presidents-  call. 
But  because  of  the  AFPs  assault 
on  the  rev.  forces  we  are  forced 
to  retaliate. 

COVERT  COUNTER¬ 
INSURGENCY  OPERATION 

From  the  statements  of  the 
local  military,  we  can  detect  a 
pattern  in  the  counter-insurgen¬ 
cy  operations.  According  to  Lt. 
Col.  Jesus  Magno,  their  opera¬ 
tion  is  directed  against  crimina- 
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lity  such  as  robbery^  hold-up 
and  extortions.  They  hardly 
make  mention  of  the  insurgen¬ 
cy  problem,  except  passing  re¬ 
marks  addressed  to  the  NPAs 
*‘to  stop  taxation  and  collection 
from  what  he  believes  are  op¬ 
pressive  measures  felt  by  those 
they  are  exacting  these  acts. 
Could  it  be  that  Col.  Magno 
and  his  force  are  kept  ignorant 
of  the  military's  covert  opera- 
tjon  in  the  guise  of  anti-crimina- 
]i<^y  drive?  or  have  they  disre- 
gaided  the  Injiher  command? 

The  local  military  command 
projects  a  benevolen:  image  in 
dealing  with  the  insurgency 
situation,  but  it  far  from  the 
truth  that  tliev  have  ea{^ed  up 
on  counter-insnrgcncy  opera¬ 
tions.  Jn  the  ciry  of  Davao 
which  they  consider  as  NPA  ‘'la- 
bora  to  ry’’  in  gucnlla  warfare, 
they  are  by  no  means  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  disregard  the  directive 
from  the  top.  The  soft  approach 

in  their  md'tai'v  operations 
stems  from  the  fact  that  they 
lack  suificient  evidence  and 
data  to  launch  such  an  offen¬ 
sive.  The  '‘hard  line"  tactic 
would  be  violaitive  of  the  call 
for  reconciliation  of  Pres.  Aqui¬ 
no,  hence  the  need  for  a  com¬ 
bination  of  the  hard  and  soft 
tactic  in  the  implementation  of 
the  directive  from  their  higher 
command  (Enrile  and  Ramos). 

riie  widespread  .  crimes  ag¬ 
ainst  property  bear  a  sunilar 
trend  to  the  masiao  syndicate 
operations,  with  big  business¬ 
men  as  partner  and  the  military 
officers  as  financier.  It.  can  be  re¬ 
called  that  these  crimes  were 
not  solved  for  a  long  period  of 
time  for  the  reason  that  these 
criminal  activities  were  part  of 
coiinter-insiirgenc}'’  plan.  In  the 
masiao  as  in  the  crimes  commit¬ 
ted  by  Baiin  Gang,  Celeste  Gang 
and  Buang  Gang' arc  fronts  for 
counter-insurgency  operations. 

In  the  city,  as  the  cases  of 
hold-up,  robbeiy  and  extortion 


escalate  so  has  military  opera¬ 
tions;  intensified,  with  a  diffe¬ 
rent  style  from  that  of  the  Mar¬ 
cos  regime.  Forms  of  military 
activities  are:  the  Alsa  Masa 
scheme,  the  mobile  and  foot 
patrol,  the  issuance  of  arms  to 
some  rabid-anti  NPA  elements 
and  the  setting  up  of  a  Sub¬ 
station  in  Gotamco.  I'he  forma¬ 
tion  of  an  ICfIDF  in  Jerome 
has  been  recently  completed.  Ci¬ 
vilians  who  did  not  agree  to  the 
plans  received  threats  Other 
measures  taken  by  the  police 
and  military  elements  arc  in  the 
form  of  body  search  made  on 
suspected  individuals  wearing 
jackets,  loose  t-shirts  and  polo, 
feared  to  be  carrying  firearms. 
The  proliferation  of  these  para  ‘ 
military  units,  the  formation  of 
perniancnt  detachments  frojn 
the  P.C.,  Army,  and  Marines 
only  add  more  problems:  to  the 
already  harrased  and  frigJucncd 
civilians,  to  the  dctrimeni  of 
peace  and  order. 

THV:  revolutionary 

FORCES  ENVISION 
PRINCIPLED  PEACE 

We  recognize  the  possibility 
that  some  military  elements  in 
the  AFP  and  the  RAM  move¬ 
ment  are  sincere  in  their  belief 
ot  the  nationalist  and  democra¬ 
tic  aspirations  of  the  Filipino 
people.  We  commend  them  for 
their  effort  to  combat  common 
crimes,  but  their  attitude  and 
understanding  of  the  root  cau¬ 
ses  of  the  insurgency  problem 
is  another  story.  As  for  ihe 
masses  of  Davao  City  — .  rhey 
view  all  forms  of  militarization 
as  part  of  counter-insurgency 
campaign. 

The  military  solution  to  the 
msurgency  situation  is  not  the 
right  solution,  which  they  ought 
to  have  learned  from  all  these 
past  20  years  of  the  U.S-  Mar-, 
cos  dictatorship.  The  detcriora- 
tion  of  peace  and  order  stems 
from  the  excesses,  abuses  and 
violations  of  human  rights  com¬ 
mitted  by  men  in  uniform  in  the 
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process  of  their  so-called  coun¬ 
ter-insurgency  campaign.  . 

I  he  revolutionary  forces  un* 
(ler  the  banner  of  the  NDF-NPA 
want  peace  just  as  the  rest  of 
the  Filipinos  do,  but  we  firmly 
believe  that  true  peace  can  ne-. 
ver  be  attained  while  there  are 
still,  exploited  peasants  ancl^ 
workers  or  any  single  citizen 
from  any  walk  of  life  whose  le¬ 
gitimate  rights  j  are  trampled 
upon.  For  as  long  as  U.S. 
perialism  continues  to  dominare 
our  political  economic  ai fairs  for 
as  long  as  tlicrc  are  fellow  Fili¬ 
pinos  who  are  willing  partners 
to  these  Imperialist  master, 
peace  will  remain  as  an  illusion. 

Because  wc  love  our  ^people 
and  country,  wc  cannot  and 
will  not  lay  down  our  arms  in 
exchange  for  unprincipled  pear: 
ce. 
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PHILIPPINES 


BULLETIN  COLUMNIST  HITS  GOVERNMENT  RESPONSE  TO  CPP/NPA 
Manila  MANILA  BULLETIN  in  English  15  Jun  86  p  6 


[Commentary  by  Melchor  P.  Aquino: 

[Text]  t 

T  TNDENIED  press  reports  have 

:  U  it  that  the  Communist  Party 
of  the  Philippines  and  the  New 
People’s  Army  would  accept  a 
ceasefire  only  as  a  part  of  an 
agreement  on  a  ‘'coalition  govern¬ 
ment.” 

Also,  there  is  continuing  spe¬ 
culation  in  certain  sections  of  the 
nietropolitan  press  that  the  CPP 
and  NPA  are  demanding  that  the 
government  repudiate  the 
Philippine-American  military 
bases  agreement  before  the  start 
of  ceasefire  talks. 

The  silence  of  the  government 
on  these  matters  could  mean  that 
it  regards  them  as  negotiable  at 
this  point  in  time,  the  govern¬ 
ment  could  well  be  weighing  its 
options  in  the  face  of  the  reported 
CPP-NPA  demands.  Then,  too, 
the  government  might  be  discon¬ 
certed  by  the  communist  moves. 

!  The  general  public  as  well  as 
the  government  should  realize 
that  a  rather  high  degree  of  in¬ 
telligence  informs  the  leadership 
of  the  communist  movement,  and 
that  their  every  move  is  carefully 
crafted  with  an  eye  single  to  com¬ 
munist  strategy  and  tactics. 

;  As  true  communists,  the  CPP 
and  NPA  are  engaged  in  a  game 
of  wits.  In  the  words  of  former  US 
Secretary  of  State  Henry  A.  Kis¬ 
singer,  "To  the  communists,  a 


Bold  Move*'] 

i^onference  is  a  means  to  gain  time 
to  define  the  political  framework 
pf  the  next  test  of  strength  or  to 
fatify  an  objective  situation.”  The 
communists  apparently  want  to 
know  how  far  the  Aquino  govern¬ 
ment  would  go  to  strike  a  modus 
yi^ehdi  with  them. 

t  If^the  government  is  deter- 
pthra  to  maintain  and  enhance 
the  country’s  political,  social,  and 
^onomic  system,  and  if  it  is  firm-. 
Jy  committed  to  the  democratic 
fmth,  it  has  no  choice  but  to  reject 
the  Red  demand  for  a  coalition 
government.  History  shows  that  a 
coalition  government  is  an  effec¬ 
tive  communist  instrument  for 
the  acquisition  of  control  over  a 
government,  The  road  to  the  com-  ‘ 
inunization  of  different  govern¬ 
ments  is  strewn  with  the  ghastly 
and  telltale  remains  of  coalition 
agreements. 

To  those  who  think  that  a  coali¬ 
tion  government  might  well  work 
out  in  the  Philippines,  we  offer 
the  wise  counsel  of  George  San¬ 
tayana,  "Those  who  refuse  to  heed 
the  lesson  of  history  live  to  suffer 
from  its  repetition.” 

Once  a  coalition  government  is  . 
set  up,  the  established  order  and 
duly  constituted  authority  would 
be  hostage  to  the  communist 
movement.  The  Aquino  govern¬ 
ment  would  lose  the  initiative  in  - 


the  struggle  between  democracy 
and  communism.  The  CPP-NPA 
would,  on  tlic  other  hand,  be  in  an. 
ideal  position  to  seize  the  initia¬ 
tive. 

President  Aquino  and  her  admi¬ 
nistration  are  committed  to  the 
faithful  observance  of  the  bases 
agreement  until  its  stipulated  ex¬ 
piration  in  1991.  As  she  put  it 
shortly  after  her  election,  she  will 
keep  her  options  open  after  that 
date.  . 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  commun¬ 
ists  are  grimly  set  on  achieving 
the  impossible  —  that  is,  persuade 
the  President  to  dismantle  the 
US-operated  bases  at  Clark  Field 
and  Subic.  If  the  communists 
achieve  this  objective,  they  shall 
have  vastly  boosted  the  fortunes 
of  communism  in  the  Philippines 
and  the  Asia-Pacific  region.  The 
removal  of  those  bases  would  con¬ 
stitute  an  enormous  accretion  to 
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Soviet  power  and  influence  in  a 
part  of  the  world  where  the  USSR 
is  locked  in  a  fight  to  the  death 
with  the  United  States; 
i  Clark  Field  and  Subic  are  the 
primary  underpinnings  of  US 
military  presence  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines  and  the  Pacific.  Stated  dif¬ 
ferently,  Clark  and  Subic  are  the 
pivot  on  which  turns  the  elabo¬ 
rate,  mighty  apparatus  of  US 

power  in  the  Philippines  and  the 
Pacific. 

The  repudiation  of  the  bases 
agreement  would  occasion  a  se¬ 
rious  dislocation  in  the  system  of 
Philippine-American  mutual  de¬ 
fense,  a  development  that  would 
fit  in  with  the  strategy  of  interna¬ 
tional  communism. 

The  Aquino  government  should 
parry  the  bold  move  by  the  CPP- 
NPA,  bearing  in  mind  the  wam- 
ing  of  histoiy  that  the  journey  to 
Munich  is  fast  and  smooth  once 
the  first  mile  on  the  road  is 
negotiated. 


JPRS«SEA«8e*135 
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MALAYA  REPORTER  ON  NPA  REACTION  TO  INSIDE  ABUSES 


Quezon  City  ANG  PAHAYAGANG  MALAYA  in  English  16  Jun  86  pp  1,  10 


[Article  in  the  "Insight 
Bitter  lessons"] 

[Text] 

There  is  more  than 
a  morality  question  in 
the  use  of  torture  and 
other  forms  of 
cruelty  against  pri¬ 
soners.  As  a  way  of 
eliciting  information 
it  often  just  does  not 
work  and  can  mislead. 

Torture  can  make 
many  a  victim  confess 
or  admit  anything  the 
torturer  wishes,  and 
even  incriminate  peo¬ 
ple  they  do  not  even 
know. 

As  a  punishment 
and  deterrent,  ideolo¬ 
gues  and  rebel  leaders 
should  know  best  that 
torture  has  in  many 
cases  even  made  them 
more  determined  and. 
daring. 

It  had  come  as  a 
shock  therefore,  to 
hear  confirmed  re¬ 
ports  that  some 
officers  of  the 
rebel  New  People’s 
Array,  (NPA) 
particularly  in 
far-flung  Mindanao 
island,  had  used 
torture  against 
suspected  military 


series  by  Monica  Feria — 


agents  in  their 
ranks . 

As  the  story 
is  now  being 
told  in  one  area, 
an  NPA  commander 
had  detained  a 
married  couple 
suspected  of  being 
"deep  penetration 
agents”.  When 
the  woman  escaped, 
the  commander  had 
apparently  been 
seized  by  fears 
that  some  of  his 
own  security  men 
could  be  agents. 

He  tortured  the 
husband  and  a  guard 
suspected  of  having 
helped  the  woman 
escape  and  he 
elicited  names  of 
"other  agents" 
before  he  killed 
them . 

This  set  off  a 
six-month  storm  of 
mistrust  and 
internal  strife 
that  would 


Torture  inside  NPA  camp: 


devastate  the 
rebel  group. 

Last  Februry, 
military  operatives 
overran  the  camp  of 
that  commander  and 
discovered  prisoner 
cages.  Some  of  the 
prisoners  survived  to 
tell  and  they 

eventually  led  an 
80-man  fact  finding 
team  from  Butuan 
City  to  the  site 
of  a  mass  grave 
where  17  bodies 
were  dug  up  -  most 
of  them  chained 
and  bearing  torture 
marks . 

It  is  believed 
that  up  to  25  people 
were  tortured  and 
killed  in  this 
rebel  camp  in 
Agusan  del  Norte. 
There  could  be 
more  in  other 
parts  of  Mindanao. 

Fortunately,  in 
this  particular  case, 
more  sober  rebel 
leaders  from  a 
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nearby  camp  stopped  in 
U)  stop  the  earnajio.  I  hey 
allotted  the  commander 
involved  and  lijs  assistant 
and  have  set  out  to 
investiy.alc  the  incident. 
Alter  the  b'ebruary  dis- 
covety,  they  tried  to 
appease  relatives  and 
Iriends  of  tln^se  killed^ 
announcing  publicly  that 
what  happened  in  that 
camp  was  an  aberration 
and  that  torture  was  not 
NPA  ofncial  policy.  They 
oflVred  to  help  indemni¬ 
ty  the  victims,  most  of 
tlicm  known  as  long-time 
am!  self-sacrificing  NPA 
comrades. 

I'or  human  rights  ad¬ 
vocate.;,  torture  is  inde¬ 
fensible  regardless  of 
alleged  national,  organi- 
7.ational  or  class  interests, 
lliis  has  been  said  time 
and  again  with  particular 
cjTipha.sis  on  violations  of 
human  rights  by  the  state 
against  its  citizens.  The 
government  will  always 
bear  the  greatest  brunt  of 
critici.sm  on  human  rights 
violations.  But  private 
organizations  who  seek 
power  in  tlie  name  of 
public  good  must  lake  it 
to  heart. 

Death  and  de.st ruction 
arc  ‘part  of  war.  Years 
ago,  the  Supreme  Court 
ruled  in  the  case  of  Huk 
leader  Jose  Lava  that 
crimes  such  as  murder 
and  arson  simply  fall 
under  the  general  crime 
of  **rcbcllion.”  Lawyer 
Ju:in  T.  David  arguCd 
again  in  a  similar  case 
against  Amado  Hernan¬ 
dez  that  such  crimes  are 
inevitable  in  war  and  arc 
connnitted  with  a  poli¬ 
tical  not  a  criminal  mind. 


This  applies  to  both 
rebels  and  government 
soldiers.  David  argues 
consistently. 

Rebellion,  by  the  way, 
is  only  a  crime  Jf  it  fails, 
otherwise.'  rebels  arc  pa¬ 
triots  like  Bonifacio  and 
Aguinaldo,  David  pointed 
but. 

,  At  the  moment,  the 
rebels  arc  not  an  institu¬ 
tionalized  public  trust 
and  do  not  fall  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  eomniission  on 
human  rights  led  by  Jose 
W.  Diokno. 

It  is  only  heartening  to 
note  that  the  NPA,  •  a 
large  mass-based  opposi¬ 
tion  group,  has  finally 
opened  itself  a  little  to 
public  criticism.  ‘  r 

Wc  hope  both  the 
Armed  '  Forces  of  the 
Philippines,  after  20 
years  of  disrepute,  and 
the  challenger  NPA,  after 
their  more  recent  embar¬ 
rassments,  can  learn  pro¬ 
foundly  from  their  mis¬ 
takes  and  excesses.  * 

,  Recognition  of  their 
mutual  weaknesses  may 
yet  be  ^a  ..small  step 
forw  ar d  to w a r d s  g rca  ter 
human  understanding. 

It  may  not  be  difficult 
to  understand  the  anger 
and  despair  a  rebel  will 
feel  if  he  should  suddenly 
suspect  tliat  Ins  long  time 
comrade  is  actually  an 
enemy  spy.  Compound¬ 
ing  his  anger  is.  the  fact 
that  the  age  of  Jdcology 
has  ushered  in  various 
interest  grou.l>s  all 
claiming  to  be  the  hold¬ 
ers  of  the  only  “correct 


line.”  Respect  for  dif¬ 
fering  political  views  is 
.  fast  becoming  a  relic  of 
an  ancient  liberal  dream 
-  before  the  cold  war. 

Some  people  may  be 
willing  to  grant  the 
NPAs  a  little  more 
u  n  d  c  r  .s  landing  becau  sc 
they  are  the  underdog. 
And  what  about  abuses 
by  gpvcrnmcnt  soldiers 
who  believed  they  were 
working  in  the  “national 
interest?  ” 

Understanding,  how- 
cvjei^,  can  never  mean 
condoning.  At  most,  it 
focuses  on  the  strains  of 
intolerance,  bigotry  and 
dogmatism  that  can  turn 
otherwise  well-meaning 
crusaders  into  inhuman 
zombies. 

On  the  other  hand,  it 
should  introduce  more 
urgency  to  the  need  to 
redress  grievances  ^  that 
have  given  rise  to  hatred 
and  rebellion. 

The  sad  fact  is,  Diokno 
notes,  cruelty  among  foes 
is  a  historical  phenomena 
in  the  Philippines.  Some 
sec  the  solution  to 
tribalistic  conquest  and 
violence  in  religion.  Diok¬ 
no  stresses  the  need  for  a 
“new  legal  order”  and 
continuing  humanitarian 
education. 

Respect  for  due  pro¬ 
cess  of  law  has  yet  to  be 
more  fully  internalized  — 
not  only  here  but  world¬ 
wide. 

Due  process  is  of 
course  a  harder  and  more 
tedious  road.  Too  many 
people  are  willing  ^  to 
forego  it  in  the  name  of 
expediency  until  one  day 
tiiey  themselves  become 
victims  of  emergency 
rule. 
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NPA  SUSPECTED  IN  FURTHER  VEHICLE  BURNINGS 
Manila  MANILA  BULLETIN  in  English  16  Jun  86  p  8 
[Article  by  Ped  Velasco] 

[Text] 


TAGUM,  Davao  del 
Norte  —  Three  more 
vchidea,  including  a  10* 
wheel  truck,  were 
burned  by  armed  men 
believed  to  be  New  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Army  rebels  in 
barangay  Panibasan, 
Maco  town,  this  pro¬ 
vince  Friday  afternoon. 

This  brought  to  nine 
the  number  of  vehicles 
burned  by  armed  men  in 
the  last  two  weeks  in 
tliis  province. 

CoL  Marcelo  Blando, 
commanding  officer  of 
the  let  Scout  Ranger 
regiment,  said  the  three 
veliicles,  tw’o  Toyota 
land  cruisers  and  a  10- 
wheel  truck,  were  stop¬ 
ped  by  about  30  arm^ 
men  on  the  provincial 
road  in  barangay  Pani- 
baaan  at  about  10:30 
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p.m.  Fi 

One  of  the  vehicles 
was  a  land  cruiser  own¬ 
ed  by  the  Apex  Mining 
Corp.  Three  executives 
of  the  mining  firm  were 
on  board. 

The^  armed  men 
ordered  the  passengers 
of  the  vehicles  to  alight 
before  they  directed  the 
drivers  to  drive  to  sitio 
Capayasan  where  the 
vehicles  were  set  on  fire. 

The  armed  men  re¬ 
moved  the  radio  trans¬ 
ceiver  of  the  Apex  vehi¬ 
cle  before  they  ignited 
it. 

Meanwhile,  a  Com¬ 
munist  rebel  was  killed, 
while  another  was  cap¬ 
tured  and  three  woman 
rebels  surrendered  dur¬ 
ing  a  series  of  raids  con-; 
ducted  by  Scout  Rangers 
in  Davao  Oriental  dur¬ 


ing  the  last  three  days. 

Killed  in  the  raid  in 
sitio  Lukatan  in  Manay 
town,  Davao  Oriental, 
was  a  certain  Rolando 
Minoza. 

Found  at  the  scene  of 
^firefight  were  garand 
rifle  and  assorted 
ammunition. 

Captured  in  Baganga 
and  Banay  towns  in 
,  Davao  Oriental  were 
Rodulfo  Alcabo  and  Wil- 
fredo  Cambong.  Those 
who  surrendered  in 
Baganga  were  Imelda 
Mente,  17;  Agnes  Liima- 
bon,  18;  and  Evelyn 
Bagosoj  25i  alias 
"Manet” 

The  women  surren¬ 
derees  yielded  three 
homemade  handguns  to 
the  military.  (Ped  C. 
Velasco) 
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RED  CROSS,  NPA  TALK  ON  COMBAT  RULES 

Manila  MANILA  BULLETIN  in  English  19  Jun  86  pp  1,  9 

[Article  by  Z.  Dejaresco,  Jr.] 

[Text] 


TAGBJLARAN  CITY 
—  A  lied  Cross  team 
from  Switzerland  and 
area  commanders  of  the 
Communist  Party  of  the 
Philippines-New  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Array  (CPP-NPA) 
met  in  the  hinterlands 
of  this  island  province 
recently  to  discuss  the 
role  of  combatants  and 
the  right  of  civilians  and 
non-combatants  to  pro¬ 
tection. 

The  conference  was 
believed  to  be  the  first 
successful  meeting  be- 
tv/een  the  Red  Cross  and 

anti-government  forces  in 
the  country. 

The  delayed  report  was 
mode  by  Mrs.  Fnmcisca  8. 
Baluyot»  Bohol  Red  Cross 
adminifrtxator,  who  accom¬ 
panied  the  Red  Cross  team, 
during  a  recent  interview 
,  with  the  Bulletin. 

Mrs.  Baluyot  disclosed 
that  it  took  two  months  of 
patient  negotiations  before 
the  conference  actually  took 
place  on  May  23  .*8ome- 
where  in  Bohol.** 

The  Red  Cross  team 
reached  the  conference  site 
**a(ler  a  very  long  walk  of 
many  hours,  passing  one 
night  along  the  way,”  she 
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said.  The  team  was  guided 
by  persons  who  were  re- 
:  plac^  by  others  along  ev¬ 
ery  kilometer  of  the  route, 
perhaps  to  prevent  earlier 
guides  finom  knowing  where 
the  next  set  of  guides  would 
lead  the  Red  Cross  team. 

With  the  Red  Cross  team 
were  two  Swiss  ofTicials  of 
the  International  Commitr 
tee  of  the  Red  Cross  (ICRC) 
baaed  in  Switzerland.  They 
Were  Jean  Daniel  Tauxe 
and  Willi  Fillinger. 

The  rendezvous  was  held 
in  an  undisclosed  place  with 
Commander  Vargas,  re¬ 
portedly  the  overall  com¬ 
mander  of  Bohol  NPA,  and 
five  other  field  commanders 
in  n^rby  areas  who  went  to 
Biohol  specifically  for  the 
conference. 

No  pictures  were  taken, 
said  Mrs.  Baluyot.  The  con¬ 
ference  was  in  English  and 
the  conference  atmosphere 
was  very  cordial  thr^gh- 
out,  she  added. 

She  disclosed  that  Com¬ 
mander  Vargas  and  the 
other  field  commanders 
assured  the  Red  Cross  team 
that  they  will  appeal  to 
other  commanders  and 
their  men  to  respect  the 
mission  of  the  R^  Cross 
and  the  role  of  non- 
combatants. 

They  also  shared  the  be¬ 
lief,  according  to  Mrs. 
Baluyot,  that  the  Red  Cross 


is  neutral,  impartial,  and 
engaged  ^  humanitarian 
activities  especially  for  the 
>  civilians. 

Among  the  topics  discus¬ 
sed  by  me  team  were: 

1.  The  right  of  non- 
combatants  to  a  respect  of 
their  lives  and  their  moral 
and  physical  integrity. 

2.  Prohibition  to  kill  or 
ix\lure  an  enemy  who  sur¬ 
renders. 

3.  The  right  of  the 
wounded  and  the  sick  to  be 
collected  by  their  party. 

4.  The  right  of  captured 
combatants  and  ciWlians 
under  the  authority  of  the 
adverse  party  to  a  respect  of 
their  lives,  dignity,  and  con¬ 
victions.  They  shall  be  pro¬ 
tected  against  acts  of  vio¬ 
lence  and  the  right  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  their  families. 

5.  The  right  of  civilians, 
particularly  women,  chil¬ 
dren,  and  the  elderly,  to 
adapt  to  the  style  of  our 
rival,  without  really  chang¬ 
ing  too  much  in  our  game,” 
he  added. 

Italian  coach  Enzo  Bear- 
sot  conceded  after  the  de¬ 
feat  that  France  had  domin¬ 
ated  the  outgoing  world 
jChampions  in  every  aspect 
of  the  game  and  described 
the  French  midfield  as  "the 
best  in  the  world.” 

Led  by  captain  Michel 
Platini,  whi  scored  the  first 
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Claim  Liquidations,  Deny  Catmon  Surrender 
Cebu  City  SUN  STAR  DAILY  in  English  24  Jun  86  pp  1,  2 


[Text  ]  Scveiiil  colehratcci  killings  in 
III  Ixin  C  chu  ill  tlic  past  two 
years  were  owned  by  the  CPP- 
NPA  ill  rough  spokesmen  yes¬ 
terday,  including  that  ol’  a  68- 
ycar-okl  religious  fanatic 
leader  in  Falisay  early  this 
month. 

I5ul  the  rebel  representa¬ 
tives,  in  a  meeting  with  two 
Sim  •Star  Daily  news  reporters 
yesterday,  denietl  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  the  abduction  of  Rede- 
mplcuist  priest  Im'.  Rudy 
Romano  and  the  Baiamban 
massacre  of  9  farmers  where 
they  said  military  complicity 
was  involved. 

riiey  also  described  as  a 
“hoax  *  the  well-publicized  sur¬ 
render  of  some  250  dissidents  in 
the  northern  mountain  baran- 
gay  of  Catmon,  Cebu  last’ April 
10.  / 

I  he  so-called  rebel-surren¬ 
derees  are  men  of  ilie  late  Ciill 
bert  Cudias,  alias  Kurnandev 
IVcos,  who  was  allowed  to  es¬ 
cape  to  Danao  by  R2  intelli¬ 
gence  operatives  in  1983  to  sow, 
confusion  by  seating  up  a  fake 
rebel  groups,  the  spokesman 
explained. 

“Ka  rpmas,*'  sfieakiiig  dor 
the  CFP  Cebu  Provincial  Coni- 
mittec,  also  said  no  sanction 
has  been  given  to  members  to 
collect  “taxes'-  V  front 
businessmen  in  Cebu  ■ 

“VVe  don’t  have  the  capacity 
to  tax  or  confiscate  property  of 
our  class  enemies.”  lie  said,  re¬ 


ferring  to  local  businessmen. 
I  loweverw  he  Jid  Confirm  that 
^■'volurilary  eonlributions"' 
front  far  me  rk  in  spine:  ptPtin- 
tain  bafangays  is ’being  prac¬ 
tised. 

KILLRKS 

"Ka!  Roger,"  representing  the 
NPA  Cchu,  said  two  of  the  biggest 
operations  of  their  urhiin  wing,  the 
Armed  City.  Partisans  .(AC!*)  were 
launched'  :  against  Federico 
S/tKihaies  Jr.  and  radioman  Nab- 
ing  Velez  in  May  and  June  last 
year. 

For  both  liquidations,  seven 
guerrilla  fighters,  .  indudirg 
women,  were  fielded  to  do  the  job. 

He  said  the  vietiins  were  closely 
working  with  the  military,  aside 
from  other  “activities  against  the 
people/’ 

'Mic  highest-ranking  military 
targets  killed  so  far  by  the  NPA 
Cebu  arc  PC  Maj.  Wilfredo  Aparri 
in  Minglanilla  and  Maj.  Jose  Nuval 
in  Villabulsita,  Bulacao,  the 
spi)kesinan  continited. 

lie  also  related  the  hunting 
down  of  the  most  recent  victim, 
Fclicisiino  Lingawlingaw,  .68,  in 
'l  alisay;  • 

lie  said  Lingawlingaw  was  the 
lop  loader  in  C’chu’ ihe.  radlad,  a 
religious  fanatic  group  reportedly 
Used  as  an  unli-insurgeocy  force  by 
ijic  military. 

!  rhe  niuider  of  DYLA  rau.w 
commentator  Vicente  Villordon 
last  Decern  her  was  not  done  l\v 
NPA  Cebu  elements’  ihc  spokes- 
inen  added;  Askcil  ubput.military' 
reports  that  .Mindanao  Sparrow 
units  killed  Villordon,”;  ilio  .  CPP- 
NPA  sources.said  h  was  possible 
but  iliey  have  not  been  able  to  con¬ 
firm  this.  KClyi 
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Cebu  City  SUN  STAR  DAILY  in  English  24  Jun  86  pp  1,  2 
[Article  by  Eileen  G.  Mangubat] 

[Text]  Four  spokesman  for  provincial  Communist  forces  in  Cebu  yesterday 
denied  that  rebels  are  holding  local-level  talks  for  amnesty  or  surrender 
here. 


1  he  spokesmen  -  with  a  rep¬ 
resentative  eaeh  Irom  the 
C'omninnisl  l’ail\  olTlie  Pliilip- 
pincs  (CPI*)  Cebu  Provincial 
Committee,  New  .  People's 
Army  (NI’A)  Cebu  and  tvvo 
tiom  the  NDI' Cebu  Preparat¬ 
ory  Committee  talked 
lengthily  with  two  Sun«Star 
Daijv  rcDO!  ters  in  their  first  of¬ 
ficial  interview  with  local 
media  yesterday  afternoon  in 
an  isolaleti  house  somewhere 
in  Metro  (  ebu. 

I  he  re  Ik*  Is  confirmed  that 
“liasons”  are  being  maintained 
with  C'ebu  Aichbislipp  Ricardo 
1.  Cardinal  Vida!  but  clarified 
that  all  negotiations  for  a 
•  ceasefire  with  the  Aquino  Gov¬ 
ernment  arc  ‘centralizetr*  in* 
Luzon.. 

•*Tt  is  the  policy  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  nemocralic  Front  not  to 
conduct  negotiation  on  the 
local  !cvc^^"'  said  Rafael  Flores  1 
(not  his  'real  name)  or  '*Ka 
Raffy’'  who  introduced  hi  me  If 
as  the  newly-designated  NDF 
Cebu  spokesman. 

♦  ’  The  NDF.  according  to  *'Ka 
Rnffy’*,  Is  tlie  umbrella  of  all 
revolutionary  .  forces  ;  In  ;  the 
country,  Including  the  CPP-NPA, 

Contrasted  to  **progressive 
^oupH"*  like  the  Bagong  Alyan-: 
fang  Makabayan  (Bayan)  the 
NDr  .advocated  the  use  of  *’ini- 
peiialism,  feudalism  and  bureau- 
capitalism**. 

No  photographs  were  allowed 
to  be  taken  during  tlie  Intervlovr. 
But  rebel-rcprescntatiYcs 

switched  ou  their  o\i:r  tjipcro- 
corders  as  they  chatted  with 
reporf'-’^s  in  the  '■.'da  of  a  small 
iduso  guarded  outside  by  an 
armed  sentry. 

**Xa  Tomas**  tlic  CPP  Pro¬ 
vincial  Committ  ?  representative 


said  there  was  a  heed  to  counter 
“intrigues”  being  fostered  agidnst 
thefin  by  elements  In  the  military, 
and  civilian  government 

Ho  refened  Political  Affairs 
Minister  Antonio  :  Cucnco  in 
particular  when  he  said  tlie  “Cu-. 
enco  Ur/:'"  of  offering  rehabilita-' 
tion  to.  rebcLteturr  -' as  was  “‘con¬ 
fusing*’  the  public  because' there 
were  more  complex  Iswes  behind 

ceaseffrd  taBcs. 

'  .Highlights  of,  the  four-hour 
Interview  :  ; 

•  Ceasefire  ;  V/hllsno  ceasefire, 
has  been  declared  by  rebd  forces 
in  Cebu;,  the  NDF  said  there  is  a 
“deliberate  slowdown**  in  their 
armed  operations  hers  in  keeping 
witli  the  national  NDF  policy  of 
“critical  support’*  to  the  Aquino 
goveinmcnt. 

have  been  holding  back 
bur  horses/V^id  Ka  Tomas  who 
maintained  that  the  strengtli  of. 
the  CPP’s  military  wing,  tlie  NPA 
has  grown  several  times  over  since 
it.  Was  established  in  Cebu  in 
1971. 

.  Ho.sald  one  “Red-fighter”  (tlie 
nanio  used  for  an  NPA  operative) 
is  equivalent  to  five  seJuiers. 

CX)UNaER-INSURGENCY  * 

A  stepped-up  drive  by  the 
mtlitaiy  to  increase  its  presence  in 
“strategic  areas”  in  Cebu  lu^  been 
noted  by  the  NDF  which  it  views 
as  contradictory  to  the  reobneflia- 
^on  policy,  of  the  Aquino  govern-  : 
meat,; 

Tlie  NDF  said  tlieso  areas 
where  revolutionary  forces  als6 
operate  f  are  .  in  Pinamungaiian,* 
Toled^  Asturias,  Tallsay,  BiihF 
san,  •  Quadatupc,  Banawa,  and 
Balamban  among  otlicrs. 

,  MASS  SUPPORT 
'  Ka ;  Raffy  said  the  NDF , 
has  “maintained’*  its  .Icrvel ; 
of  mass  support  as  w(Al,  as 
its  rate  of.  organizing  baraiigays 
despite  the  advent  of  Aquino’s 
government.  However,  he  would 
not  commit  any  figure  other  than 
an  estimate  that  it  ran  Into  “the 
thousands;**  with  tlie  bulk  coming 


from  the  peasant  class, 

The  BalaiWban  ihnNsacrc.  Ka  . 
Tcinr.is  said  the  massacre  of  9  far-  ; 
mers  in  Bry.  Gaas  Iasi  year  was  not 
the  doing  of  armed  revolutionary 
ji>rccs:  whose  presence  he  con- 
tirmed  was  real  in  several  mtnni- 
tain  baranggays  in  Balamban  and 
other  neighboring  areas. 

Me  said  the  slain  Anugot  family, 
*'vvas  not  one  of  them'  but 
suggested  their  deaths  resulted  . 
frptn  having  been  idcntilied  as  re¬ 
bels  after  an  armed  group  o?5  oper¬ 
ation  there  had  passed  by  llicir 
house  to  drink  water.  I  no  mas¬ 
sacre  occurred  soon  after  3  sus¬ 
pected  marijuaiia  planters  were 
shot  down  by  NPA  ligliicis.  he 
said.  • 

Ka  Tomas  named  a  Cl  IDF 
member  as  One  of  the  killers. 

,  riio  inavijOana  trade  in  I5alam- 
baii  he  said,  involved  most ,  if  .nOt 
nli.CIIDF's  and  that  the  military 
’‘condoned”  the  practise  for  finan¬ 
cial  con.sidc rations  oi  to  t>oosl  its  . 
counterinsurgency  efforts. 

“'Ihc  military  is  not  sincere  in 
their  anti-marijuana  campaign,"- 
he  stressed. 

ROMANO  ABDUC  I  ION 

Fho  spokesman  said  the  NO! 
and  erP/NPA  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Jactivisl.  priest's  disap¬ 
pearance  July  1 1  aiui  have  no  leads 
ui  Ills  present  whcrcatiouis. 

Ka  3’6mas  said  their  own  investi¬ 
gation  findings  jive  with  published 
reports  that  two  Military  Intelli¬ 
gence  Group  (MIG)  agents  was 
seen  among  the  mcii'who  kidnap¬ 
ped  the  priest. 

.  i  Me  also  named  an  alleged  loeJiI 
criniinal  figure  ns  one  ol  the  kid¬ 
nappers  of  activist  Levy  Ybanez 
who  disap|icaicd  near  downtown 
Cebu  (.’ily  ()ii  the  same  dav.  I  Icsaiil 
the  suspect  was  a  "military  asset"'. 
He  also  clarified  that  Romano  v\/is 
a  "friendly  force"  but  was  not  iv 
member  ol  the  N!3For  take  part  iti 
its  planning  of  aeriviiics. 
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[Article  by  Edralyn  L.  Benedicto  o 

[Text  ]  *  Four  Cebu  provincial  com¬ 

mittee  representatives  from 
die  National  Democratic 
Front  (NDF),  Communist 
Party  of  the  Philippines 
(CPP)  and  the  new  People’s) 

Army  (NPA)  yesterday  held 
talks  with  *  two  Sun*Star 
Daily  reporters  in  an  isola¬ 
ted  house  somewhere  in 
Metro  Cebu. 

Their  first  “formal  appear¬ 
ance”  before  Cebu  media 
representatives  was  to  “maxi¬ 
mize  the  democratic  space 
enjoyed  under  the  Aquino 
government”  and  to  clarify 
current  issues  directly  invol¬ 
ving  die  communist  move¬ 
ment  (see  separate  stories.) 

The  initial  contact  was 
made  througli  a  third  party 
sometime  last  week. 

representatives  . 

The  representatives  iden¬ 
tified  themselves  as: 

*  Rafael  Flores  -  NDF 
Cebu  preparatory  commit¬ 
tee  spokesman; 

*  Adora  Sales  —  media 
liaison  for  NDF; 

*  Tomas  Magtanggol  — 
provincial  party  committee 
spokesman;  and 

*  Ka  Roger  —  spokesman 
for  the  armed  unit,  the  NPA. 

TREND 

.  Tlie  group  said  the  decision 
to  talk  witli  the  two  leporfers 
was  reached  in  keeping  with  the 
national  trend  hutiatod  last  April 
by  NDF  national  -’ommittce  offi¬ 
cer  Antonio  Zuinel  who  met 
with  some  media  representatives 
in  Manila.  <  \  • 

“Ka  Raffy*’  said  the  NDF  has 
decided  to  sot  up  its  own  med!'^ 


Sun  Star  Daily 


liaison  group. in  Cebu  to  dessi- 
minate  information  on  their  stand 
and  activities.  .  *  •  , ;  * 

lie  said  the  pxef^ent  political 
trend  calls  for  .a  need  to.  open 
themselves  for  .  interviews,  al¬ 
though  a  little  late  compared  to 
their  Manila  counterparts, 
primarily  to  clarify  reports  on  the 
ojfigoing  ceasefire  talks  and  some 
kiilings  blamed  on  them  which 
they  called  were  “big  lies.” 

.  PICKED  UP 

The  reporters  were  ricked  up 
by  a  xw  at  1  p.m,  in  tlie  down¬ 
town  area.  They  were  taken  to  a 
place’  within  Metro'  Cebu.  They 
walked  for  20  minutes  or  so  to  a 
’‘borrowed  house”  of  an  NPA 
orter.:  '• s,. 

he  exchange  for  four 
hours  with  tlie  “rebels”  making 
clarificatory  statements  on  the 
ceasefire,  the  urban  and  rural 
killings,  their,  fight  against  morF 
juana  planters,  system  of  taxa¬ 
tion  and  organization,  and  theh 
combat  operations. 

•Outside,  the  reporters  found  a 
Sv.*:{trle  ciirryuig  n  high-power cdi 
M  16  wlii’.c  Roger  cradled 
anothcar  gun  in  most  part  of  the 
interview.  ■  , 

"DENIED  . 

Ka  Roger,  described,  the  arm 
as  an  Ingram  which  he  said  was 
confiscated  from  one  of  tlie  men 
of  former .  Congressman  Ramon 
Durano,  .,,v 

I  All  of  them,  except  for  Ka 
Roger,  spoke  fluent  English, 

They  all  refused  to  be  pho- 
,  tographed. 

INITIAL  MOVE 
The  walk  back  to  the  nearest 
village  took  about  an  hour  as  it 
was  .  already  dark.  One  rebel 
asked  “Kapoy  na?!*  (tired?)  and 
apoI:igizod  “Pasehsya  sa  lapok” 
(sony  for  the  muddy  road) 
with,  tlic  reportws’  huffing  and 
slipping.  ^  . 

< :  tThey .  said  the  interview  was  ah ; 
initid  move  for  fUrtlier  talks  with 
mcaianion  In  the  fhture. 
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Commentary  on  Media  Use,  Durano  Activities 
Cebu  City  SUN  STAR  DAILY  in  English  25  Jun  86  pp  6,  14 
[Commentary  by  Cerge  M.  Remonde:  "Media  as  Commie  tool"] 

[Text] 


It  was  not  coincidence 
that  local  rebels  met  with  two 
Sun*Star  Daily  reporters  here 
the  other  day  while  a  group 
of  Manila  newsmen  also  met 
rebel  leaders  like  Satur  Ocam¬ 
po  and  Tony  Zumel  in  Lu¬ 
zon.  It  is  obvious  that  the  re¬ 
bels  are  up  to  something  and 
that  the  media  have  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  it. 

Zumel  said  the  NDF  has 
maintained  a  policy  of  "cri¬ 
tical  support”  to  the  Aqui¬ 
no  government.  Which  means 
they  will  support  her  tf  it 
will  be  good  for  the  NDF. 
And  will  criticize  her  if  it  is 
bad  for  them.  In  either  ca», 
heads  or  tails,  the  NDF  wins. 

The  government  policy  to¬ 
wards  rebels  should  be  re¬ 
viewed.  It  appears  now  that 
rebels  have  grown  in  strength 
and  numbers.  They  have  be¬ 
come  bolder,  and  even 
cockier  to  freely  operate 
within  areas  where  they  have 
never  ventured  before. 

The  Aquino  government 
has  shown  enough  sinco’ity 
in  trying  to  reconcile  with  re¬ 
bels  by  releasing  all  political 
detainees,  including  such 
hardcores  as  Jose^  Ma.  Sison,' 
Bernabe  Buscayno,  and  the 
others.  It  is  now  the  turn  of 
the  rebels  to  demonstrate 
their  sincerity  of  seeking 
peace  with  the  government.  ' 

Tlie  way  some  rebel  lea- 
/13104 

CSO:  4200/1232 


ders  are  talking  about  condi-' 
tions  before  smoking  the 
pcacepipe  with  the  govern¬ 
ment  seems  to  show  a  lack  of 
genuine  desire  for  peace  on 
their  part.  On  the  contrary 
some  of  them  are  booby^ 
trapping  the  peace  process,  -.j 

■  Local  rebels  interviewed; 
by  Eileen  and  Edralyn  have 
confirmed  our  opinion  in 
this  column  on  the  Catmon 
surrender.  That  it  was  fake 
and  that  Tony  Cuenoo  had. 
been  taken  in.  Or  was  B  Tony 
Cuenco  who  took  us  in,  in  an 
effort  to  impress  us  of  hb^ 
worth  as  political  affairs  mi¬ 
nister,  whatever,  that  means?  ij 

While  Sun^Star  Daily  maw 
rejoice  over  its  exclusive  in¬ 
terview  with  local  rebel  lea¬ 
ders,  some  members  of  the 
local  media  community  are 
cautioning  against  its  being 
UMd  as.  a  tool  for  Commu¬ 
nist  propaganda  now  and  in 
the  near  future,  ; 

Some  people  are  still  in! 
the  game  of  threatening: 
others.  An  unidentified  per¬ 
son  has  called  up  my  sec¬ 
retary  the  other  day  with  a 
message  to  go  slow  against 
Communists  or  we  wfll  suffer 
the  fate  of  colleague  Vic 
Villordon.  That  was  after  our 
column  on  Balamban  came 
out !  where  we  denounced 
some  left-oriented  groups  for  - 
peddling  lies  to  destroy  the 
military. 


One  of  the  favorite  politi¬ 
cal  .dictums  of  Congressman 
Durano  is  to  keep  as  many 
options  open  as  a  technique 
of  succeeding  in  politics.  Ob¬ 
viously,  this  is  the  reason  why 
Durano  is  in  the  KBL,  some 
of  his  men  in  the  PNP,  and 
noW,' the  Nacionalista  Party 
(NP).  The  grand  old  political 
fox  is  keeping  all  his  options 
open.  Bqt  .will  he  still  be 
successful  in  Cebu  politics? 
Only  time  can  tell. 

A  time  should  come  when 
jeepney  passengo’s  will  wake 
up  to  protect  their  rights 
against  the  whims  and  cap¬ 
rices  of  jeepney  drivers  who 
have  abused  their  own  right 
to  strike  to  the  detriment  of 
the  commuter.  Until  they 
do  the  riding  public  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  suffer.  The  govern¬ 
ment  agency  tliat  is  created 
to  protect  them  is  inutile  to 
do  so. 

Beth  Day  Romulo  is  now 
writing  an  occasional  column 
for  the  Manila  Bulletin.  Her 
first  column'  dwelt  on  the 
problems  of  the  new  admi¬ 
nistration  and  the  need  for 
us  Filipinos  to  get  our  acts- 
together  in  order  to  succeed. 
Instead  of  pouncing  on  each 
other’s  weaknesses  and  short¬ 
comings.  That  is  very  instruc¬ 
tive  for  an  American  married 
to  a  Filipino  like  Beth.  Since 
most  of  us  need  to  be  told 
by  others  what  to  do,  can  we 
now  take  it  from  Beth? 
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DAVAO  PEACE,  ORDER  APPEMS  IMPROVING 

Davao  City  MINDANAO  TIMES  In  English  19-26 

[Text]  DAVAO  CITY  -  The 
Davao  situation  appears  to  be 
improving. 

This  was  the  assessment 
gathered  by  the  times  fr^m 
various  sectors  as  the  killings 
have  somehow  abated  while 
criminalities  like  -bobberies 
and  thieveries  have  eased  up  a 
bit. 

How  long  this  situation 
will  hold  is  still  subject  of 
speculation.  The  recent 
arrests  and  roundups  made  by 
the  Metrodiscom,  however, 
showed  that  some  of  those 
responsible  for  holdups  have 
been  former  soldiers  or  po¬ 
licemen  and  some  “a^ets.” 

One  factor  cited  as  a  de¬ 
terrent  to  crimes  has  been  the 
willingness  of  the  citizens 
themselves  to  help  prevent 
criminalities  in  their  neigh¬ 
borhoods  and  subdivision 
dwellers  have  started  organi¬ 
zing  themselves  to  ward  off 
criminals  from  their  areas. 

The  insurgency  problem, 
however  remains  but  not  so 
much  in  the  poblaicion  area 
than  in  the  outlying  areas  in 
the  barrios.  It  was  learned 
that  armed  groups  of  the 
New  People  s  Army  are  still 
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Jun  86  pp  1 ,  4 

controlling  remote  areas. 
What  is  apparent  is  that  ins¬ 
tead  of  the  sympathy  and 
support  they  (NPAs)  were 
getting  before,  many  resi¬ 
dents  were  already  com- 
plainirig  of  their  armed  pre¬ 
sence  instilling  fear  and 
collecting  from  the  masses. 
Some  areas  are  even  com¬ 
plaining  why  the  military 
authorities  are  not  conduc¬ 
ting  operations  in  thosTc  affec¬ 
ted  areas  as  the  citizens  them¬ 
selves  without  government 
initiative  remained  helpless. 

The  economic  situation 
will  still  be  an  important 
factor  in  what  is  ahead  in 
terms  of  stability  in  the  coun¬ 
tryside.  The  price  of  copra, 
an  important  indicator,  is  still 
very  low. 

The  present  economic 
crisis  will  be  reHected  in  the 
figures  of  enrollment  of  the 
various  schools  in  Davao. 
Museum  l.D.  will  be  distri¬ 
buted  to  students. 

August-September—  Lec¬ 
ture  series.  Guest  lecturers 
will  be  invited  to  speak  to 
students  on  topics  ranging 
from  Anthropology,  Art,  So¬ 
ciology,  and  others. 


JPRS-SEA*86*135 
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SINGAPORE 


EDITORIAL  VIEWS  BRITAIN'S  STAND  ON  SOUTH  AFRICA 

BK191105  Singapore  THE  STRAITS  TIMES  in  English  19  Jul  86  p  16 

[Editorial:  "The  Iron  Lady  Must  Bend"] 

[Text]  With  all  attempts  at  compromise  having  failed,  the  deadlock  between 
Britain  and  the  overwhelming  majority  of  Commonwealth  countries  over  the  issue 
of  economic  sanctions  against  South  Africa  now  threatens  to  have  serious 
repercussions.  The  list  of  countries  withdrawing  from  the  Commonwealth 
Games,  due  to  start  in  Edinburgh  on  July  24,  is  lengthening  daily.  And  dis¬ 
quieting  doubts  are  beginning  to  be  raised  over  the  future  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  Itself.  Meanwhile,  the  blacks  of  South  Africa  continue  to  be  repressed 
by  a  racist  regime  determined  to  cling  on  to  power,  seemingly  at  any  cost. 

So  where  do  we  go  from  here? 

For  his  part,  the  British  Foreign  Secretary,  Sir  Geoffrey  Howe,  is  shortly 
to  go  to  South  Africa.  He  is,  it  seems,  to  make  yet  another  attempt  there  to 
persuade  the  Pretoria  regime  to  Introduce  fundamental  reforms  to  roll  back 
apartheid.  He  also  hopes  to  get  negotiations  started  between  the  government 
and  leaders  of  the  black  community. 

He  is  not  likely  to  pull  it  off.  For  the  regime  in  Pretoria  does  not  have  a 
particularly  impressive  record  of  being  amenable  to  gentle  persuasion.  Besides, 

ere  is  not  a  single  leader  of  the  black  community  who  is  willing  to  even 
hear  him  out. 


Meanwhile,  the  rift  within  the  Commonwealth  will  widen.  The  risk  of  an  old 
alliance  disintegrating  will  grow.  And  in  Britain,  the  revolt  within  the 
onservatlve  Party,  which  has  already  begun  among  some  backbenchers,  will 
spread.  This  is  likely  to  be  the  minimum  price  the  British  Prime  Minister, 

Mrs  Margaret  Thatcher,  will  have  to  pay  for  her  Intransigence  on  the  sanctions 
issue.  Should  she  pay  it? 


There  may  appear  to  be  compelling  economic  reasons  for  her  to  be  reluctant  to 
impose  sanctions  against  South  Africa.  Britain  is,  after  all,  the  largest 
foreign  investor  in  the  country  and  it  owns  billions  of  pounds  worth  of  assets 
there. ^  South  Africa,  moreover,  has  a  large  community  of  British  origin, 
d  Britain  needs  a  number  of  strategic  minerals  which  only  South  Africa  can 
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But  the  existence  of  these  economic  interests,  and  perhaps  also  a  strategic 
one,  argues  for,  not  against,  imposing  sanctions.  For  the  longer  political 
change  in  South  Africa  is  delayed,  the  more  these  interests  will  be  threatened. 
For  the  black  community  will  be  forced  to  resort,  more  and  more,  to  radical, 
meaning  violent,  means.  And  it  is  not  countries  such  as  Britain,  but  those 
such  as  the  Soviet  Union,  which  would  ultimately  stand  to  benefit. 

Mrs  Thatcher  has  argued  that  economic  sanctions  will  not  work  and  that  they 
will  hurt  the  blacks  more  than  anybody  else.  But  it  should  be  clear  by  now 
that  if  anything,  it  is  the  lack  of  sanctions  that  has  not  worked.  And  the 
fact  that  the  leaders  of  the  black  community  in  South  Africa  are  themselves 
calling  for  sanctions  should  make  it  quite  clear  just  whom  they  are  likely  to 
hurt  more. 

It  is,  therefore,  time  for  Mrs  Thatcher  to  reconsider  her  position,  time  for 
Britain  to  stand  up  and  be  counted.  This  is  not  only  because  the  strength  of 
feeling  in  the  Commonwealth  has  reached  a  point  where  it  can  no  longer  be  ig¬ 
nored.  It  is  also  because  tougher  measures  against  the  Pretoria  regime  today 
are  the  only  way  to  ensure  that  Britain’s  own  interests  in  South  Africa  will 
be  safeguarded  tomorrow. 

/9716 

CSO:  4200/1236 


73 


JPRS-SEA-Se-lSS 
6  August  1986 


VANUATU 


PRIME  MINISTER  ASKS  UNITY  ON  NEW  CALEDONIA 
Hong  Kong  AFP  in  English  1224  GMT  17  Jul  86  BK 

[Text]  Sydney,  July  17  (AFP) — Vanuatu  Prime  Minister  Walter  Lini  was  report¬ 
ed  Thursday  to  have  urged  Melanesian  nations  to  form  a  United  bloc  on  New 
Caledonian  independence  at  the  South  Pacific  forum  in  Fiji  next  month. 

Father  Lini  told  a  meeting  of  Melanesian  foreign  ministers  that  France  had 
totally  Ignored  the  wishes  of  New  Caledonia's  Kanak  people,  AUSTRALIAN 
ASSOCIATED  PRESS  (AAP)  reported  from  Goroka  in  Papua  New  Guinea.  He  said 
the  forum  must  "abandon  the  neo-colonial  mentality  from  which  it  presently 

suffers  and  make  a  strong  stand  on  a  timetable  for  independence  in  New 
Caledonia . 

The  13-member  forum  is  scheduled  to  vote  next  month  on  a  proposal  to  have  New 
aledonla  relisted  with  the  United  Nations  decolonisation  committee.  Confer¬ 
ence  sources  said  later  that  the  Melanesian  bloc  meeting  had  agreed  to  form  a 
spearhead  group  to  monitor  developments  on  New  Caledonia.  They  said 
Vanuatu,  Papua  New  Guinea  and  the  Solomons  would  ask  the  forum  to  send  a  high- 
level  delegation  to  Paris  to  discuss  the  New  Caledonian  issue. 

Cook  Islands  Premier  Sir  Thomas  Davis,  the  forum  chairman,  has  already 
gone  to  Paris  as  a  guest  of  the  government  of  Prime  Minister  Jacques  Chirac 
to  hear  french  views  on  New  Caledonia. 

Both  Vanuatu  and  the  Solomon  Islands  also  had  reiterated  their  refusal  to 
support  the  Pacific  nuclear-free  zone  treaty  put  forward  at  last  year's  forum 
meeting,  the  sources  said.  Nine  of  the  13  forum  countries  have  signed  the 
treaty.  But  only  three  have  ratified  lt~five  short  of  the  required  number 
to  have  the  treaty  registered  with  the  United  Nations. 
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MILITARY  AFFAIRS  AND  PUBLIC  SECURITY 


VIETNAM 


WAYS  TO  ELIMINATE  SOCIAL  VICES  DISCUSSED 

Hanoi  VAN  HOA  NGHE  THU AT  in  Vietnamese  No  5,  Mar  86  pp  14,  13 

[Article  by  Truong  Thin:  "Resolute  Measures  Are  Needed  Promptly  To  Get  Rid  of 
Emerging  Social  Ills"] 

[Text]  All  the  things  that  hinder  social  progress,  debauch  men,  disrupt 
security,  order,  and  social  safety,  and  damage  morality  and  the  nation's 
customs  are  social  vices. 

Negative  social  manifestations  which  creep  into  the  daily  lives  of  each 
people,  stratum,  and  age  group  can  grow  into  social  vices  unless  a  struggle  is 
systematically  waged  to  exterminate  them. 

In  recent  years,  social  vices  have  developed  in  a  confusing  manner  and  have 
shown  signs  of  worsening. 

Prostitution  has  been  on  the  rise  in  the  cities.  In  many  localities,  whores 
and  pimps  ply  their  trade  brazenly  and  almost  openly,  soliciting  clients  in 
public  places.  Pimps  in  Haiphong  even  go  to  the  provinces  to  recruit  women 
involved  in  love  affairs  and  family  disputes  to  turn  them  into  harlots  and 
thieves;  worse  still,  some  of  them  gang  up  with  hoodlums  to  rob  pleasure 
seekers  of  their  motorbikes,  bicycles,  and  watches  (for  instance,  Thi  Lien  in 
Thuan  Hai  and  Hai  and  his  wife  in  Ngo  Cam,  Haiphong...). 

Preliminary  statistics  of  the  security  sector  show  that  last  year  13,761 
persons  engaged  in  prostitution  were  arrested,  over  50  percent  of  whom  were 
youths — a  dangerous  trend. 

Some  whores  catering  to  foreigners  steal  their  belongings  whenever  possible; 
in  turn,  foreigners  may  well  use  these  tarts  to  disseminate  counterrevolu¬ 
tionary  propaganda  and  collect  intelligence  information. 

Opium  smoking  has  recently  expanded  at  a  rather  fast  pace  in  the  north, 
particularly  in  the  cities.  Worthy  of  concern  is  that  many  addicts  are 
youths,  including  children  of  middle-  and  high-level  cadres.  Hanoi  addicts 
have  begun  to  take  dope  injections — a  replay  of  the  situation  in  the  southern 
provinces  prior  to  Liberation.  Moonshining  has  increased  in  many  areas.  An 
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entire  village  in  Ha  Son  Binh  practices  moonshining  will  continuing  to  receive 
annual  rice  assistance  from  the  government  to  fight  famine. 

Gambling  has  spread  not  only  to  cities  but  also  to  rural  areas.  Gambling  dens 
are  usually  located  in  high-rise  buildings  and  are  closely  guarded,  or  on 
barges  and  boats  moored  in  the  middle  of  a  river  to  avoid  detection. 

Gambling  often  leads  to  burglary,  robbery,  killing,  looting,  and  smuggling.  A 
typical  example  is  Tran  Van  Khoa,  a  gambling  den  owner  on  Hang  Buom  Street 
who,  along  with  six  gamblers,  including  Long-the-loser,  called  on  Tien  and 
Toan — his  acolytes — to  use  a  K-54  submachine  gun  and  an  AK  bayonet  to  rob  the 
remaining  gamblers  of  their  money.  Luyen,  owner  since  1972  of  a  gambling  den 
on  Nha  Tho  Street,  Hanoi,  was  recently  caught  redhanded  by  public  security. 
Confiscated  evidence  included  435,530  dong,  5  taels  of  gold,  5  KD  watches,  a 
radio  cassette,  and  a  gold  necklace.  Nguyen,  who  ran  a  gambling  house  in  the 
town  of  Hai  Ninh,  Quang  Ninh,  assembled  18  young  gamblers  for  a  game,  during 
which  he  was  knifed  by  Chan,  a  loser,  feigning  drunkenness.  Nguyen’s  child, 
17-year-old  Hong,  armed  with  an  AK  belonging  to  soldiers  stationed  in  his 
house,  shot  and  killed  Chan  on  \the  spot.  In  Ham  Yen  District,  Ha  Tuyen,  14- 
year-old  Hong,  also  a  loser,  killed  an  11-year-old  friend  of  his  to  get  200 
dong  to  resume  gambling.  \ 

\  '  ■  ' 

Gambling  has  taken  on  diverse  forms — Chinese  chess  is  played  for  money  in 
organs  and  enterprises,  on  the  streets  and  in  refreshment  stalls.  So  are 
poker  games,  "tam-cuc”  (a  traditional  Vietnamese  card  game  featuring  kings, 
mandarins,  elephants,  vehicles,  guns,  horses,  and  troops),  numbers  games,  and 
bettings  on  even  and  uneven  figures....  In  1984  alone,  public  security  dis¬ 
covered  21,573  gambling  cases  and  arrested  52,971  persons. 

Superstition  has  also  been  on  the  increase  in  many  places.  Fortune  tellers, 
sorcerers,  necromancers,  mole  readers,  chirographers,  card  readers,  etc.,  have 
set  up  shop  in  every  locality.  It  is  worth  noting  that  some  bad  elements  have 
taken  advantage  of  their  education  and  a  smattering  of  psychology  to  deceive 
the  people  and  abuse  women  sexually.  Witchcraft  has  spread  to  the  young 
generation  and  even  the  intellectual  elite.  Not  long  ago,  a  15-year-old 
teenager  managed  a  private  place  of  worship  and  called  himself  Trang  Trinh 
("Trang”  was  the  first  doctoral  diplomat  in  the  old  imperial  examination 
system,  and  Trang  Trinh  was  a  top  **trang"  in  Vietnamese  history).  Hiep,  an 
11-year-old  boy,  caught  cold  during  a  visit  to  his  father’s  grave  and  spoke 
wantonly,  prompting  his  family  to  disseminate  the  rumor  that  his  father  soul 
had  inhabited  his  body  and  that  he  was  reincarnated  as  a  "trang.” 

Also  worth  noting  is  that  in  some  naval  units,  offerings  to  gods  were  made 
before  a  ship  set  sail.  Ground  breaking  and  inaugural  ceremonies  at  some 
building  projects  undertaken  by  state-run  corporations  were  laced  with  similar 
rites,  This  phenomenon  is  rooted  in  superstition  and  also  in  an  eagerness  to 
misuse  public  funds  to  throw  eating  and  drinking  parties. 

Many  savage  criminal  offenses  are  traced  to  those  dealing  in  superstition;  for 
instance,  there  are  the  cases  of  Dong  Chi  harming  Kieu  Van  in  Hanoi  and  that 
of  Nguyen  Thon  Son,  sorcerer,  in  Binh  Tri  Thien.  The  sorcerer  held  a  7-day, 
7-night  worship  session  in  Ms  Muc’s  home,  saying  that  she  was  haunted  by  an 
evil  spirit  and  that  exorcism  required  sexual  intercourse.  Thus,  he  managed 
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to  abuse  Ms  Muc  nine  times  and  Ms  Hue,  her  own  sister,  three  times  before 
being  denounced. 

Juvenile  delinquency  usually  prevails  in  the  cities.  Delinquents  neglect 
study,  drop  out  of  school,  and  steal  from  their  families  and  then  from  others 
before  gradually  involving  themselves  in  professional  robberies  and  organized 
crime,  even  murder  and  looting.  In  Thai  Blnh,  authorities  discovered  a  gang 
of  34  young  professional  thieves  who  were  linked  to  345  offenses.  In  Hanoi, 
three  teenagers  who  broke  into  a  home  in  the  Glang  Vo  area  resorted  to  a  knife 
attack  to  escape  arrest. 

There  are  also  vagrants  frequently  getting  together  at  railway  and  bus  sta¬ 
tions,  in  markets  and  public  parks,  and  on  street  curbs,  asking  for  alms, 
waiting  for  leftovers  in  restaurants,  scavenging  trash  cans,  loitering, 
stealing,  and  engaging  in  prostitution.  Some  have  even  built  sheds  on  sand¬ 
banks  along  rivers,  along  dikes,  and  under  bridges  to  harbor  hoodlums,  har¬ 
lots,  gamblers,  and  smugglers,  seriously  disrupting  social  order  and  safety, 
tarnishing  the  beautiful  and  wholesome  aspects  of  cities,  and  providing  hooli¬ 
gans  with  hangouts.  Other  tramps  follow  foreign  visitors  in  groups,  begging 
for  money  and  food,  looking  for  opportunities  to  steal,  and  giving  rise  to 
noxious  political  effects.  Some  of  these  vagrants  are  active  psychopaths 
wandering  about  the  streets  unclothed,  singing,  talking  nonsense,  dissemi¬ 
nating  anti-state  propaganda,  assailing  the  nation's  leaders,  and  even — as 
they  did  in  Hanoi — unexpectedly  stabbing  several  people  to  death,  frightening 
the  people  out  of  their  wits. 

Other  moderately  prevalent  ills  deserving  mention  are  bureaucratism,  arro¬ 
gance,  overbearingness,  collusion  between  civil  servants  and  dishonest 
traders,  and  bribery,  causing  numerous  inconveniences  and  misfortunes  to  the 
masses.  'Coming  across  with  the  payola"  has  become  virtually  a  household  word 
for  those  having  to  solve  pending  matters.  These  vices  considerably  harm  the 
good  feelings  in  human  relationships,  lower  trust,  and  strengthen  the  tendency 
to  treat  money  as  an  invincible  force,  making  the  people  have  less  confidence 
in  the  CPV  and  the  regime. 

Social  ills  fuel  crimes,  disturb  social  order,  hamper  social  and  economic 
management,  and  have  a  detrimental  political  impact. 

They  considerably  hinder  the  effort  to  build  socialism,  a  new  lifestyle,  and  a 
new  socialist  man  in  our  country. 

To  thwart,  repel,  and  eradicate  social  ills,  we  should: 

-  Classify  targets  to  permit  correct  and  effective  remedies; 

-  Devote  particular  attention  to  reviewing  and  reorganizing  manpower  to 
provide  laborers  with  decent  employment; 

-  Open  schools  to  rehabilitate  human  dignity; 

-  Open  schools  to  cure  drug  addiction; 
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“  Draw  the  young  generation  toward  youth  assault  forces  (as  experiences  in  Ho 
Chi  Mlnh  City  have  shown); 

-  Transform  and  educate  fortune  tellers  and  witches,  stimulating  them  to 
confess  to  deceptive  tricks  and  pledge  to  abandon  their  superstitious  prac¬ 
tices,  and  shift  them  to  labor  under  close  management  of  local  installations; 

-  Concentrate  mentally  ill  persons,  lepers,  beggars,  and  vagrants  into  special 
zones,  associating  medical  treatment  with  labor  and  using  love  and  reason  to 
convert  them  and  make  them  embrace  labor  as  a  raison  d'etre. 

-  Resolutely  prosecute  those  resisting  transformation  in  accordance  with  the 
law,  suppressing  them  while  warning  others; 

-  Severely  prohibit  organs  and  enterprises  from  engaging  in  negativism,  for 
which  party  committee  echelons  and  unit  chiefs  are  held  fully  responsible 
before  the  state;  expand  democracy  to  allow  the  masses  to  detect  negative 
phenomena  in  organs  and  submit  corrective  suggestions;  and 

-  Guide  concerned  sectors  and  forces  to  take  synchronized  Steps  under  the 
leadership  of  party  committee  echelons  and  administration  officials.  This 
must  be  done  right  at  the  basic  level,  inside  organs  and  enterprises  as  well 
as  outside,  in  society^ 

Since  solving  social  ills  is  an  extremely  complex  undertaking  that  affects  a 
large  number  of  people,  we  must  use  all  propaganda  and  educational  approaches, 
all  administrative,  economic,  and  legal  measures,  and  all  capabilities  com¬ 
bined  to  organize  guidance,  transformation,  and  suppression.  However,  to 
achieve  efficiency,  we  must  blend  all  organizations  of  the  proletarian  dicta¬ 
torship  into  a  single  force  engaged  in  continuous  action.  Only  party  commit¬ 
tee  echelons  and  administration  officials — and  not  any  isolated  sector  or 
force — can  exert  proper  guidance.  That  is  why,  first  of  all,  party  committee 
echelons  and  administration  officials  must  correctly  understand  and  pay 
adequate  attention  to  social  ills.  And  this  is  the  very  essence  of  Directive 
No  51  of  the  CPV  Central  Committee  Secretariat  which  calls  for  "building  an 
orderly  and  civilized  lifestyle  and  fighting  social  vices,  thievery,  gambling, 
moonshlnlng,  opium  addiction,  and  prostitution." 

9213/9312 
CSO:  4209/541 
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JPRS*SEA*86*135 
6  August  1986 


INTERNATIONAL  RELATIONS,  TRADE,  AND  AID  VIETNAM 


COOPERATION  DESCRIBED  BETWEEN  SRV  PROVINCE  AND  BOLIKHAMSAI 
Hanoi  NHAN  DAN  in  Vietnamese  30  May  86  p  3 

[Text]  Bolikhamsai  Province,  in  central  Laos,  was  just  established  at  the 
end  of  1984.  The  year  1985  was  the  first  year  of  cooperation  and 
brotherhood  between  the  provinces  of  Nghe  Tinh  and  Bolikhamsai. 

In  March  1985,  representatives  from  Nghe  Tinh  and  Bolikhamsai  met  together 
and  exchanged  ideas  on  cooperation  between  the  two  provinces  for  the 
immediate  and  long-term  future. 

Implementing  the  agreement  that  was  signed,  Nghe  Tinh  sent  agricultural 
specialists  to  help  the  friends  in  the  techniques  of  intensive  rice 
cultivation  and  prevention  and  control  of  livestock  diseases  in  Khamkeut 
District.  After  a  while,  with  the  land,  climate,  and  rice  varieties  of  the 
friends,  coupled  with  the  our  experience  and  techniques  of  intensive 
cultivation,  rice  yields  in  this  area  increased  significantly.  This  year 
the  area  of  rice  under  intensive  cultivation  in  Khamkeut  District  was 
greatly  expanded.  Nghe  Tinh  specialists  helped  the  friends  innoculate  756 
buffaloes,  237  cattle,  and  403  swine  against  diseases  and  at  the  same  time 
trained  veterinary  cadres  for  the  friends  and  helped  them  set  up  veterinary 
first-aide  kits.  In  aid  to  the  friends,  the  province  sent  100  tons  of  salt, 
2  tons  of  insecticides  for  rice,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  preventive 
drugs  for  livestock.  Water  conservancy  cadres  helped  the  friends  complete 
the  investigation,  research,  and  planning  for^the  economic  and  technical 
dialectics  of  the  Nam  Khien  water  conservancy  project. 

Construction  Corporation  No.  5  (of  the  Nghe  Tinh  Construction  Service)  has 
started  construction  on  a  general  school  to  help  the  friends;  they  are 
trying  to  finish  it  early  in  order  to  turn  it  over  to  the  friends  for  the 
1986-87  school  year.  Construction  engineers  have  completed  the 
investigation,  research,  and  construction  plan  for  the  town  of  Khamkeut. 
The  province  also  sent  a  shipbuilding  force  in  Trung  Kien  Cooperative  to 
help  Bolikhamsai  Province  build  three  30-ton  vessels.  The  first  was 
launched  on  30  January  1986.  The  province  agreed  to  help  the  friends  by 
training  27  vocational  middle  school  students  in  various  sectors.  The  Lao 
students  are  presently  in  a  Vietnamese  Language  program. 
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During  1985,  Nghe  Tinh  and  Bolikhamsai  exchanged  goods  on  the  basis  of 
mutual  benefits  for  each  side,  according  to  the  agreement  written  by  the  two 
provinces . 

During  1986,  the  two  brotherly  provinces  plan  to  expand  economic  cooperation 
on  the  province  as  well  as  the  district  level.  Nghe  Tinh  will  help  the 
friends  set  the  production  orientation,  properly  reorganize  the  cropwork  and 
season  structure,  and  convert  agricultural  production  from  one  season  to  two 
a  year. 

9830 

CSO:  4209/650 
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JPRS«‘SEA-86’‘135 
6  August  1986 


PARTY  ACTIVITIES  AND  GOVERNMENT  VIETNAM 


MORE  READERS  OFFER  IDEAS  FOR  FORTHCOMING  PARTY  CONGRESS 

Ho  Chi  Minh  City  SAIGON  GIAI  PHONG  in  Vietnamese  26  Apr  86  pp  1 ,  4 

[Contributing  Ideas  to  Party  Congress  column] 

[Text]  Renewing  Economic  Management  Mechanism 

At  the  present  time ,  the  fact  that  the  country  as  a  whole  is  carrying  out 
Resolutions  6,  7>  and  8  on  renewing  the  economic  management  mechanism  requires 
that  we  put  into  effect  the  democratic  ways  of  making  decisions  in  various 
activities  ranging  from  supervision  and  accounting  to  selection  and 
recommendation  of  management  cadres  in  our  machinery,  and  as  an  immediate  step 
openly  offer  self-criticisms  and  criticisms  about  all  party  members,  including 
the  ones  who  hold  the  highest  leadership  positions  in  production  units,  as 
well  as  in  various  businesses  and  occupations. 

Under  the  system  of  bureaucratic  centralism  and  state  subsidies,  workers  were 
not  yet  really  in  control  of  distribution.  Wages  and  bonuses  were  all 
distributed  by  managing  cadres.  Workers  were  not  allowed  to  control 
production  either,  for  they  could  not  take  part  in  discussing  production  plans 
and  such  Issues  as  what  to  make,  how  much  production,  how  to  make  better 
products,  and  goals  and  norms  set  by  superior  echelons.  And  even  more.  Under 
the  pretext  of  the  state  being  short  of  materials,  many  unit  chiefs  failed  to 
create  favorable  conditions  for  workers  to  do  productive  work.  More 
complainable  was  the  fact  that  quite  a  few  chiefs  looked  for  poor-quality 
materials  from  unlawful  corporations,  gave  them  to  their  workers,  and  then 
boasted  through  impressive  figures  that  they  "have  by  themselves  supplied 
materials  for  production  to  overfulfill  their  plans."  As  things  did  not 
proceed  smoothly,  income  was  declining,  but  workers  who  wanted  to  offer  their 
ideas  and  to  have  things  corrected  were  ignored  by  managing  cadres  at  all 
levels. 

Many  leading  cadres  also  used  the  pretext  of  "keeping  things  secret"  to  keep 
discussions  within  smaller  circles  in  order  to  exert  more  decision-making 
authority  over  their  subordinates’  work  positions  and  political  fate.  This 
even  involved  decisions  that  had  to  be  discussed  by  quartets,  which  in  many 
localities  were  weak.  When  it  happened  that  a  party  committee  secretary  was 
also  a  director,  the  quartet  concerned  became  a  smaller  trio.  If  a  labor 
union  secretary  and  a  communist  youth  union  secretary  sided  with  each  other 
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(even  if  they  did  not  side  with  each  other,  they  probably  would  not  dare  to 
object  the  director,  particularly  when  the  latter  was  also  the  party  committee 
secretary),  the  trio  would  become  a  ...  single-person  group.  At  this  point, 
the  collective  ownership  right  as  represented  by  the  labor  union  was  to  be 
deprived  of  its  revolutionary  content.  There  remained  just  a  few  meaningless 
words  in  very  impressive  reports:  achievement  of  100  percent  of  the 
collective  ownership  right  of  cadres,  workers,  and  civil  servants.  Some 
units — this  was  a  real  story — organized  conferences  of  workers  and  civil 
servants  but  invited  only  office  chiefs  and  deputy  chiefs  to  speak  and  let 
directors  review  everything.  Workers  and  civil  servants  realized  that  they 
had  been  invited  to  take  part  only  to  remain  idle  for  a  full  day  just  to 
"listen  and  drink  tea."  These  people  acted  that  way  in  order  to  prove  to 
everybody  that  only  they,  the  managing  cadres,  were  important,  deserved  taking 
care  of  "important  state  affairs,"  and  were  capable  of  creating  a  fear  for 
organization  and  for  cadres.  So  what  was  important?  As  to  the  most  important 
thing,  namely,  whether  the  decisions  and  measures  they  adopted  would  bring 
about  economic  results  and  encourage  production,  they  did  not  seem  to  think 
much  about  it.  Another  proposed  argument;  the  more  they  succeeded  in 

creating  a  fear  for  leadership,  the  more  successful  they  would  be  in  seeking 
personal  gains. 

These  happenings  can  no  longer  exist  if  we  destroy  the  reasons  for  their 
existence.  If  we  want  to  put  workers  in  a  position  to  exercise  their 
collective  ownership  right,  we  must  totally  and  quickly  abolish  the  system  of 
bureaucratic  centralism  and  state  subsidies,  build  a  new  appropriate 
management  mechanism,  and  achieve  real  democracy  in  all  related  activities. 
Should  our  municipality  learn  from  the  Municipal  CPV  Committee  of  Haiphong, 
where  Resolution  41  has  been  issued  to  set  up  pilot  projects  in  17  units  to 
allow  workers  and  civil  servants  to  cast  secret  votes  and  to  directly  elect 
their  directors  for  fixed  terms?  Only  by  taking  these  steps  can  we  achieve, 
as  Municipal  CPV  Committee  Secretary  Nguyen  Van  Linh  has  said,  the  goal  of 
"The  party  trusts  the  people,  who  trust  the  party." 

As  we  trust  one  another,  please  do  not  hide  anything; 

For  the  more  open  and  democratic  we  are,  the  more  trustworthy  we  become. 
Signed;  Le  Chan,  Sea  Transport  Corporation  3. 

Abolishing  Privileges,  Special  Interests 

The  economic  management  mechanism  that  was  based  on  bureaucratic  centralism 
and  state  subsidies  has  so  far  caused  a  great  deal  of  harm  to  the  country; 
therefore,  to  abolish  it  is  very  necessary  and  consistent  with  the  aspirations 
of  all  strata  of  our  population. 

New  things  are  appearing  and  growing;  our  party  has  also  adopted  policies  and 
resolutions  to  expand  and  promote  these  new  things  by  building  a  new 
management  mechanism  suitable  for  the  socioeconomic  situation  and  laws  in  the 
first  leg  of  our  country's  transition  to  socialism.  This  is  extremely 
important  for  the  real  forward  movement  to  restore  the  people's  confidence  in 
the  party. 
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But  if  we  have  a  new  mechanism  along  with  a  series  of  new  measures  to  carry  it 
out  while  the  machinery  that  carries  it  out  is  not  renewed,  the  lethargic 
effects  and  old-fashioned  thinking  associated  with  this  machinery  will  hamper 
the  new  mechanism  that  is  being  prepared  for  development  and  execution. 

The  change  of  economic  thinking  cannot  be  limited  among  managers  of  basic  and 
local  units  but  should  also  occur  among  high-ranking  leaders — at  the 
ministerial  and  central  levels — because  a  small  mistake  at  the  top  overall 
leadership  level  in  terms  of  their  way  of  thinking  and  recommending  positions 
and  policies  will  bring  about  adverse  consequences  on  a  nationwide  scale. 

Another  reason  is  that  in  the  country’s  top  leadership  position  we  have  not 
only  the  CPV  Central  Committee,  the  Political  Bureau,  the  Secretariat,  the 
Council  of  Ministers  but  also  the  ministries,  committees,  and  general  or 
specialized  management  sectors.  And  it  is  in  these  committees  and  ministries 
that  obstruction,  lethargy,  conservatism,  bureaucratic  centralism  and  state 
subsidies  occur  most  frequently. 

We  must  act  in  order  to  restore  party  rules  and  national  discipline  and  to  put 
an  end  to  the  present  situation,  in  which  party  resolutions  and  state  laws 
continue  to  be  promulgated  while  their  implementation  and  compliance,  as  well 
as  control  and  supervision  over  their  implementation  (including  disciplinary 
measures  against  violators  and  those  who  deliberately  refuse  to  obey  them), 
are  neglected  in  a  widespread  manner.  Where  do  we  have  the  rules  of 
organizations  and  the  discipline  of  party  members  and  cadres? 

As  the  press  has  revealed  that  some  foreign-trade  units  used  foreign  exchange 
to  buy  foreign  cars,  color  television  sets,  radio-cassette  players,  and  so  on, 
and  some  leading  cadres  gave  themselves  special  privileges  and  benefits  beyond 
the  level  of  material  enjoyment  prevailing  in  society,  when  will  the  Standing 
Committee  of  the  Municipal  CPV  Committee  and  Municipal  People’s  Committee 
issue  specific  directives  to  resolve  this  problem? 

The  above-mentioned  ills  not  only  make  farmers,  fishermen,  cadres,  and  workers 
in  the  production  installations  that  directly  make  products  for  export  worry 
but  also  erode  the  confidence  of  combatants  on  the  southwestern  border, 
assault  youths  in  the  jungles,  and  teachers  living  on  meager  salaries  and 
bearing  hardships  while  helping  to  "cultivate  people.” 

Signed;  Tran  Huu  Van  of  the  Municipal  Marine  Products  Service 

Law  Enforcement,  Machinery  Organization 

After  we  read  the  letters  your  newspaper  has  printed,  particularly  the  one 
written  by  Mr  Phan  Minh  Tanh  and  printed  in  the  9  April  1986  issue,  we  allow 
ourselves  to  contribute  some  ideas: 

One,  the  laws  have  not  yet  been  carried  out  in  a  serious  manner. 

Presently  many  party  documents  recognize  that  "the  laws  have  not  yet  been 
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carried  out  in  a  serious  manner,"  but  we  find  that  the  efforts  to  correct  them 
have  been  negligible  so  far.  This  state  of  things  may  have  resulted  from  the 
fact  that  the  legal  concept  of  our  cadres  and  party  members  remains  incorrect. 

The  party  assumes  leadership  over  the  society  as  a  whole  in  regard  to  its 
implementing  party  policies  and  line;  this  must  be  linked  with  the  party 
assuming  leadership  over  the  state  in  regard  to  seriously  carrying  out  the 
laws.  If  it  finds  that  the  laws  that  have  been  issued  are  not  appropriate  for 
the  new  situation,  the  party  must  lead  the  state  toward  revising  and 
supplementing  them  to  suit  the  party  line  better,  instead  of  letting  the 
situation  as  it  exists  today,  i.e.,  the  laws  being  carried  out  not  so 
seriously,  continue. 

The  people  have  confidence  in  the  party  leadership,  which  is  expressed  by 
their  obeying  the  state  laws;  if  state  organs,  social  organizsitions,  and 
leading  cadres  (usually  party  members)  do  not  carry  but  these  laws  in  a 
serious  manner,  the  people  will  not  enhance  their  Sense  of  obeying  the 
socialist  laws. 

Two,  the  organization  of  the  state  machinery  and  cadres  is  far  from  rational. 

We  agree  to  the  self-briticism  article  written  by  the  Moscow  Municipal  Party 
Committee  and  reprinted  in  SAIGON  GIAI  PHONG  on  9  April  1986,  which  contains 
this  sentence:  "...the  party  committees  become  more  and  more  duplicates  of 
the  ministries"  (rough  quotation).  We  currently  call  for  simplification  of 
the  indirect-staff  organization.  If  we  are  not  mistaken,  in  the  last  10  years 
we  have  thrice  resorted  to  merging  and  separating  of  staff.  This  time  we  hope 
it  will  be  stable.  In  addition,  as  we  have  noticed,  while  the  committees  and 
sectors  were  reorganized,  the  offices  of  precinct  people’s  committees  were 
enlarged  (in  the  past)  and  the  party  organs  have  so  far  expanded.  What  is 
necessary  is  to  avoid  duplication  by  closely  looking  into  their  functions  and 
responsibilities,  rather  than  simply  merging  them  (for  instance,  at  the 
precinct  level,  the  industrial  office  and  communications-transportation  office 
in  1979  were  merged  and  became  industry/communications-transportation 
committees,  which  in  1981  were  again  split  into  two  offices). 

As  we  talk  about  organization  of  the  machinery,  we  must  talk  about  the 
responsibilities  of  cadres  and  civil  servants  within  this  machinery.  We  must 
raise  responsibilities  and  boldly  promote  cadres.  Lately  we  have  read  in 
SAIGON  GIAI  PHONG  a  story  about  Dr  Tran  Dong  A  and  felt  very  encouraged.  He 
has  made  good  achievements  in  science,  but  had  an  unstable  mental  attitude 
leading  to  such  deeds  as  fleeing  by  crossing  the  border  and  finally  has  been 
kept  in  his  job  after  having  affirmed  his  position  in  the  fatherland.  We  hope 
that  his  case  is  not  an  exception.  Some  people  in  the  municipality  in 
particular,  and  in  the  South  in  general,  have  relatives  who  were  involved  with 
the  old  regime  and  have  fled  by  crossing  the  border,  but  what  is  important  is 
the  reeducation  the  party  has  given  to  people.  In  the  use  of  cadres, 
attention  must  be  paid  to  this  fact. 

Signed:  Nguyen  Huu  Danh,  227  Dien  Bien  Phu  Street,  3rd  Precinct 
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NEZ'S  IN  LAMDONG — Since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  simultaneously  with  re¬ 
ceiving  resettlers  from  other  localities,  Lam  Dong  has  sent  nearly  1,000 
families  with  2,300  laborers  from  populous  towns  and  villages  in  the  4  dis¬ 
tricts  of  Don  Duong,  Bao  Loc,  Di  Linh,  and  Due  Trong  to  9  new  economic  zones 
inside  the  province.  Moreover,  installations  have  sent  1,115  laborers  to  open 
virgin  land,  preparing  resettlement  centers  for  new  arrivals.  The  province 
has  invested  7  million  dong  in  the  program  of  population  relocation  and  labor 
redistribution  in  the  districts.  The  latter  have  built  new  economic  zones 
specializing  in  planting  long-term  industrial  crops  and  have  mobilized  surplus 
labor  from  towns,  cooperatives,  and  agricultural  production  collectives  to  set 
up  specialized-cultivation  zones.  [Text]  [Hanoi  NHAN  DAN  in  Vietnamese  21 
Apr  86  p  Ij  9213/9312 
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EDITORIAL  CALLS  FOR  CONCENTRATION  ON  PEST,  FLOOD  CONTROL 
Nam  Dinh  HA  NAM  NINH  in  Vietnamese  23  May  86  p  1 

[Text]  The  weather  has  been  very  complicated  since  the  beginning  of  May. 
Heavy  rains  upriver  have  caused  the  surfaces  of  rivers  to  suddenly  rise. 
Strong  hurricanes  occurred  in  our  province  and  in  some  neighboring 
provinces.  Rainfall  amounts  reached  140-200  mm  in  our  province,  causing 
floods  in  some  of  the  districts  in  the  northern  and  easterrt  parts  of  the 
province.  The  flooded  rice  area  is  approaching  several  tens  of  thousands  of 
hectares.  Insects  and  diseases  have  spread  in  all  districts;  the  incidence 
of  Brown  Leafhopper  3  has  grown  especially  bad.  Areas  have  been  overrun 
with  leafhoppers  in  some  places  in  Vu  Ban  and  Y  Yen  Districts. 

In  agriculture,  what  is  urgent  and  critical  now  is  to  concentrate  very 
heavily  on  eliminating  insects  and  diseases  and  to  use  every  means  available 
to  prevent  and  counter  natural  calamities.  Meetings  not  urgently  needed 
must  be  postponed  in  time  to  concentrate  cadres  on  these  tasks.  Districts, 
villages,  and  cooperatives  must  appoint  cadres  to  go  out  and  inspect  fields 
and  see  that  insecticides  and  gasoline  are  used  right.  In  villages  and 
cooperatives,  key  leadership  comrades  must  provide  personal  and  direct 
guidance  and  in  every  possible  way  contain  and  eliminate  infestations  of 
leafhoppers,  not  allowing  them  to  spread  over  wide  areas.  The  agricultural 
sector  is  to  send  the  majority  of  cadres  out  to  the  basic  level  with  the 
task  of  helping  cooperatives  guide  pest  and  flood  control  efforts.  The 
Agricultural  Materials  Corporation  must  strive  to  receive  materials, 
phosphorus  fertilizer,  and  insecticides  and  formulate  plans  for  their  timely 
distribution  to  the  basic  level.  The  water  conservancy  sector  must  be 
active  opening  spillways  and  running  electric  pumps  to  remove  water,  prevent 
flooding  at  the  end  of  the  season,  and  control  flooding  in  areas  where  it 
has  occurred.  The  season  of  violent  rainstorms  has  come,  so  all  dikes  and 
culverts,  especially  in  critical  places,  should  be  Inspected  and  repaired 
wherever  they  leak  or  have  collapsed. 

Presently ,  the  most  urgent  task  in  agriculture  is  to  concentrate  on 
eliminating  pests  and  diseases  damaging  the  rice  crop  and  to  control  natural 
calamities.  For  that  reason,  sectors  and  levels,  especially  agriculture, 
water  conservancy,  and  the  basic  level,  must  concentrate  heavily  on 

guidance.  Implementing  these  two  tasks  will  have  decisive  significance  for 
ensuring  success  with  the  fifth-month  crop. 

9830 
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SMALL-SCALE  INDUSTRY,  HANDICRAFTS — In  present-day  Vietnam,  small-scale  indus¬ 
try  and  handicrafts  play  an  important  role  in  supplying  consumer  goods,  ac¬ 
cumulating  funds,  building  the  material-technical  infrastructure,  and  promot¬ 
ing  the  overall  development  of  the  national  economy.  Even  greater  emphasis  ■  ■ 
has  been  put  on  their  development  after  1975,  The  Government  has  enacted  a 
number  of  policies  to  encourage  it.  By  the  end  of  the  'first  quarter  of  this 
year,  more  than  4,000  cooperatives  and  nearly  10,000  production  collectives 
with  a  total  membership  of  1,6  million  have  been  organized.  Yearly  production 
includes  more  than  30,000  kinds  of  products  with  a  total  value  of  45  thousand 
million  dong  and  accounting  for  45%  of  total  industrial  output  value  of  the 
country,  70%  of  regional  industrial  output,  and  20%  of  total  export  value. 
Eleven  •  cities  and  towns  produce  each  one  thousand  million  dong  and  more 
worth  of  products;  The  first  national  competition  for  art  handicrafts  has 
just  concluded  in  Hanoi;  of  the  2,000  exhibits  182  received  prizes  and  25 
Golden  Hands  Medals  were  awarded  to  outstanding  craftsmen.  The  potentials  of 
this  branch  of  the  economy,  however,  have  not  yet  been  fully  exploited,  A 
number  of  product  lines  have  disappeared.  Highly  skilled  craftsmen  are  still 
few  in  number.  Competent  managerial  cadres  are  lacking^  The  material  and 
technical  infrastructure  is  poor;  labour  productivity  is  low  and  product 
quality  mediocre.  State  policies  with  regard  to  small  industry  and  handi¬ 
crafts  need  to  be  amended,  [Text]  (Hanoi  INFORMATION-DOCUMENTS  in  English 
16  Jun  86  pp  7,  8]  /9274 

INVESTMENTS  FOR  EXPORTS-— Ho  Chi  Minh  City  has  decided  to  implement,  starting 
from  the  3rd  quarter  of  1986,  18  programmes  for  Investment  totalling  about 
10  million  dollars  in  productive  bases  In  the  suburbs  with  a  view  to  creating 
stable  sources  of  export  goods.  These  Include  among  others  a  programme  for 
breeding  pigs;  one  for  raising  groundnuts  on  12,000-15,000  ha  in  Chu  Chi 
district;  breeding  shrimps  in  areas  totalling  1,000  ha  in  Duyen  Hal;  growing  ' 
pineapple  on  5,000-7,000  ha  in  Binh  Chanh,  etc.  IMEXCO,  the  city's  import- 
export  corporation,  will  coordinate  the  programmes.  Besides,  the  suburban 
districts  may,  though  the  agency  of  the  local  export  companies,  contract  loans 
of  2—3  million  dollars  for  Investment  in  the  production  of  export  goods. 

[Text]  [Hanoi  INFORMATION-DOCUMENTS  in  English  16  Jun  86  p  8]  /9274 
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'SAIGON  86'  VIETNAM'S  NEW  CAR 

Hanoi  QUAN  DOI  NHAN  DAN  in  Vietnamese  16  Jun  86  p  1 

[Text]  The  30-4  Auto  Enterprise  (of  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  City  Transportation  and 
Communication  Service)  recently  produced  a  series  of  "Saigon  86"  sedans  by 
using  the  La  Dalat  engines ,  which  were  improved  by  the  Citroen  Company  (French) . 
Each  five-passenger  car  has  a  carrying  capacity  of  350  kilograms. 
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